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same for some time. Throughout his business career he has always faith- 
fully discharged any obligation devolving upon him and thus established a 
reputation for undaunted integrity, his name being an honored one wherever 
known. Avoiding sham and pretence, his genuine worth has won him the 
merited regard and god-will of his fellowmen, and his record awakens ad- 
miration and respect. He  has won an enviable success and no man's history 
indicates more clearly the value and power of close application, of concentra- 
tion, of earnest and honorable purpose and the wise utilization of opportunity. 

SILXS DICKSOX. 

Silas Dickson is a retired farmer residing at No. 417 Franklin street in Dan- 
ville. Eie has reached the age of eighty years, his birth having occurred on 
the 25th of May, 1830, on the old Dickson homestead about twenty miles south 
of Danville, on section 17, range 12. His parents were David and Margaret 
(Waters) Dickson and the former was appointed the first public administra- 
tor of this county. He was born in Lewis county, Kentucky, and arrived in 
Vermilion county in 1824, at which time he entered land from the government 
and developed the farm upon which the family now reside. The work of im- 
provement had scarcely been begun in this district. The Indians still roamed 
a t  will over the state and the forests were the haunts of wild animals, and 
wild deer and lesser game could be obtained in abundance. The Black Hawk 
war had not yet occurred when Silas Dickson was born. 

He was educated in one of the old-time schools of the county, the building 
being constructed of logs while greased paper was used for windows. Through 
his youthful days he worked upon the home farm from the time of early spring 
planting until crops were harvested in the late autumn and in the winter seasons 
he had the opportunity of pursuing his education. He continued to give his 
father the benefit of his services until twenty-five years of age and in early man- 
hood he drove cattle from Illinois to New York city, making several trips. He 
was a pioneer in that business, being one of the first of this locality to take or 
send stock to the eastern markets. About the time he attained his majority he 
began farming on his own account, securing land adjoining his father's home- 
stead. In time he became the owner of a tract of five hundred acres, includ- 
ing some of the best land to be found in the county. He resided thereon for 
six or seven years, his time and attention being assiduously given to its culti- 
vation, after which he removed to Indianola and purchased a smaller farm of 
one hundred acres, which he sold before coming to Danville. He arrived here 
about twenty years ago and has been living retired since. His well directed 
labors and careful investment in former years brought to him a handsome re- 
turn and provided him with the capital that has enabled him through the past 
two decades to rest from further business activity. 

On the 13th of October, 1864, Mr. Dickson was united in marriage to Miss 
Frances Fms, who came from Madison county, near London, Ohio. Unto 
them were born three children : Lena, the wife of Ed Cannon ; Robert, a bachelor 
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living on the old home farm; and Bert, who married Myrtle Goodman and has two 
children-Silas and Francis. Mr. Dickson has served on the school board and 
is a stalwart champion of the cause of education. H e  belongs to the Masonic 
fraternity and his life record has been in harmony with its principles, for he 
has exemplified in his daily conduct the teachings of the craft concerning 
mutual helpfulness and brotherly kindness. In  religious belief, Mr. Dickson 
is a member of the Methodist Episcopal church. 

EZRA HACKMAX. 

Farm work when carefully directed brings excellent returns to those who 
engage therein and a larger percentage of farmers perhaps than any other class 
of men find it possible in the evening of life to retire from active business. 
Such has been the record of Ezra Hackman who is now living on Main street 
in Rossville. His home, the last one on the street, stands in the midst of a well 
kept tract of land of nine acres and the place altogether presents a most pleas- 
ing appearance. 

Mr. Hackman was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, August 24, 1843, 
and is a son of Jacob and Rebecca (Starnm) Hackman. The father was a 
native of the Keystone state and after living there for many years removed 
westward with his family to Delaware county, Indiana, where he purchased 
land and engaged in farming. He became the owner of extensive holdings 
and was a very successful agriculturist as well as a prominent and influential 
citizen of the community. Both he and his wife passed away in Delaware 
county and were there laid to rest. 

Ezra Hackman accompanied his parents to Indiana in his boyhood days, 
acquiring his education in the schools near his father's home, and when not 
busy with his text-books worked in the fields or  engaged in the sports which 
claim the attention of most boys. Lesscms of industry, perseverance and in- 
tegrity were early impressed upon his mind and have borne rich fruit in later 
years. He was but twelve years of age when he started out in life on his own 
account. Although his earnings were small he saved a portion of his money 
and this spirit of economy has characterized his life, bringing him at length 
a comfortable competence. 

Mr. Hackman was but seventeen years of age when he responded to his 
country's call for troops, enlisting in the Nineteenth Indiana Infantry under 
Colonel Meredith. The regiment was assigned to the Army of the Potomac 
and he was raised from the ranks to the position of corporal. He  continued 
at the front for three years and seven months and proved a capable and valiant 
soldier, fearlessly defending the old flag and the cause it represented. With a 
creditable military record he returned to his old home at the close of the war 
and soon afterward left Indiana for Watseka. Illinois, where he began farm- 
ing on his own account. H e  purchased one hundred acres of land which he 
cultivated for three years and then went on a trip to Kansas. Finally, however, 
he located permanently in this county and for two years engaged in the cultiva- 
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tion of rented land. 't the end of that time he turned his attention to teaming 
and in this as in his other business interests he has been very successful, a t  
length acquiring a capital sufficient to enable him to but aside business cares 
and spend the remainder of his days in the enjoyment of a well earned rest. 

On the 11th of February, 1864, Mr. Hackman was united in marriage to. 
,Miss Amelia AM Childs, whose people came from Kentucky to this state. Unto 
them have been born eight children: Mary, who is the wife of Samuel Dietrick 
and has one child, John, now living in Delaware county, Indiana; Mrs. Elizabeth 
Rose Lemon, also of Delaware county, who has three children, Fred, Don and 
Ezra; Lulu, who is living at home; Emma, the wife of Oscar Thomas, a farmer 
living east of Rossville, by whom she has three children, Cecile, Hazel and 
Flossy; William, who is married and lives in this county; John, also a resident 
of this county; Abraham, at home; and Fannie, who is the wife of Rby Starr 
and has two children. 

Mr. Hackman belongs to the Grand Army Post of Rossville, is recognized 
as one of the leaders in the organization and is now serving as its commander. 
H e  also holds membership with the Modern Woodmen of America, and his 
religious faith is indicated in the fact that he is a member of the Methodist 
Episcopal church. These associations indicates much of the interests and character 
of the man. His life has ever been in harmony with his professions and his good 
qualities have gained for him an honored name. 

WILLIAM R. WILSON. 

William R. Wilson, who since 1903 has lived retired in Catlin, was for 
many years actively and successfulIy identified with general agricuItura1 pur- 
suits, owning an excellent farm in Newel1 township. His birth occurred in Guern- 
sey county, Ohio, on the 13th of December, 1834, his parents being John and 
Elizabeth (Rice) Wilson, who were born and married in the Buckeye state, 
The father there passed away in 1844, while the mother's demise occurred in 
Vermilion county, Illinois, in 1895. They reared a family of four children, 
two of whom are yet living. 

William R. Wilson spent the first twenty-two years of his life in the state 
of his nativity, supplementing his preliminary education by a normal-school 
course. He followed the profession of teaching during the winter months for 
twenty years, imparting clearly and readily to others the knowledge that he 
had acquired. On coming to Vermilion county, Illinois, in 1856 he located on a 
rented farm in Newel1 township and devoted his attention to its operation until 
the time of his enlistment in the Union army. I t  was in 1862 that he joined 
Cmpany B, One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, serving 
with that command for more than two years. H e  participated in many hotly con- 
tested engagements, including those at Perryville, Chickamauga and Missionary 
Ridge. While at Atlanta, whither he had marched with Sherman, he became 
ill and was discharged. On retuining to Illinois he once more became identified 
with general agricultural pursuits and later purchased a farm in Newel1 town- 
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ship, giving his time and energies to its further cultivation and improvement 
until 1903. For the past seven years he has lived retired in Catlin, enjoying the 
fruits of his former toil in well earned rest. In  addition to his attractive resi- 
dence he still owns one hundred and forty-four acres of rich and productive 
land and is widely recognized as one of the substantial and representative citizens 
of the community. 

Mr. Wilson has been married twice. I n  1860 he wedded Miss Katherine 
Deck, a native of this county and a daughter of Jacob and Elizabeth Deck, both 
of whom were born in Indiana. They came to Vermilion county a t  an early 
day and here spent the remainder of their lives. Unto William R. and Katherine 
(Deck) Wilson were born six children, namely: John, who is deceased; Sher- 
man and Grant, both of whom reside in Vermilion county, Illinois; Cora E., 
the wife of E. VJ. Putman, of this county ; Flora B., who is the wife of A. M. 
Battershell, of Vermilion county; and Edna, the wife of Clyde Goldman, of 
Danville, Illinois. The wife and mother passed away in July, 1887, and the 
following year Mr. Wilson was again married, his second union being with 
Miss Phoebe A. Elliott, a native of Morgan county, Ohio, and a daughter of 
Mathew and Anna (Wilson) Elliott, both of whom are deceased. Mrs. Wilson 
was one of a family of seven children and by her marriage has become the 
mother of a son, Donald H., who is now attending normal school. 

In  his political views Mr. Wilson is a republican, being a stanch supporter 
of the party which was the defense of the Union during the dark days of the 
Civil war. He served as justice of the peace for several years and his fair and 
impartial decisions won him "golden opinions from all sorts of people." Frater- 
nally he is identified with Bismarck Lodge, No. 893, I. 0. 0. F., in which he 
has filled some of the chairs. He likewise maintains pleasant relations with his 
old army comrades through his membership in the G. A. R. post at  George- 
town. His religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Christian church, 
to which his wife also belongs. The period of his residence in Vermilion county 
covers more than a half century and he enjoys an extensive and favorable ac- 
quaintance within its borders. H e  has now passed the seventy-sixth milestone 
on life's journey and enjoys the veneration and respect which should ever be 
accorded one who has traveled thus far on this earthly pilgrimage and whose 
career has at all times been upright and honorable. 

E. A. PURNELL. 

E. A. Purnell, who has charge of the warehouse of B. B. Miner at Mun- 
cie, was born in Fountain county, Indiana, August 24, 1864. His father, G. W. 
Purnell, was a native of Indiana and in that state wedded Nancy Henry, whose 
birth occurred in Kentucky. They remained residents of the Hoosier state 
until 1872, when they removed to Illinois, settling first upon a farm near Mun- 
cie, Vermilion county. Mr. Purnell purchased that land, continuing its cul- 
tivation until 1895. His wife died in 1893 and in 1895 he wedded Katherine 
Tenebaugli, of Muncie, where they established their home, there remaining 
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until 1901. In that year they took up their abode in Danville, where Mr. Pur- 
nell died on the 13th of December, 1908. His widow still occupies the old 
home in that city. By the first marriage there were six children: Ella, now 
deceased; Joseph S., of this county; one who died in infancy; E. A., of this 
review; John E., of Danville; and William F., of Vedersburg. 

In  taking up the personal history of E. A. Purnell we present to our read- 
ers the record of one who is widely and favorably known in this part of the 
state. H e  remained with his parents until twenty-two years of age, when he 
began farming in Vernon county, Missouri. After a year, however, he re- 
turned to Vermilion county, Illinois, and for two years operated the old horne- 
stead farm. Subsequently he rented land for a year and then took up his 
abode upon the farm that he owned and operated for three years. Turning 
his attention to the merchandising business, he established a drug store in 
Muncie but conducted it for only a short time. On the 1st of February, 1900. 
he took charge of the warehouse and elevator for E. B. Miner, of Indiana, 
and is still conducting this, displaying good business ability in its management. 

On the 20th of November, 1857, Mr. Purnell was united in marriage to 
Miss Gertie Rankin, a daughter of F. M. and Elizabeth (Young) Rankin, 
both of whom were natives of Illinois. In their family were eleven children, 
of whom six are yet living. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Purnell were born two chil- 
dren: Maud E., who was born in 1888 and has been educated in a business 
college; and Mabel, who died in infancy. The wife and mother passed away 
March 4, 1892, and a year later Mr. Purnell wedded Miss Emma M. Poin- 
dexter, a daughter of Joseph and Mary (Giles) Poindexter, of Indiana and 
Virginia respectively. The father died in I- and the mother is now living 
m the old homestead north of Muncie. In their family were eight children 
of whom five survive, John, Annie, Sid, Emma and Hattie. Mr. and Mrs. 
Purnell have one child, Charles Clinton, who was born September 15, 1894, 
and is now attending business college. The family residence is a comfortable 
home in Muncie, which Mr. Purnell owns. His political allegiance is given 
to the republican party and his fraternal relations are with the Knights of 
Pythias lodge of Danville, and the Modern Woodmen Camp at hluncie, hav- 
ing filled all of the chairs in the latter. He and his wife attend the Christian 
church. of which they are faithful members, and their social qualities have 
gained them the warm and friendly regard of many with whom they have 
been brought in contact. 

JOSEPH R. WINEGARDNER. 

Success has attended Joseph R. Winegardner as he has traveled life's jour- 
ney, enabling him now to live retired, although for many years he was actively 
engaged in farming and stock-raising. H e  lives on what is known as the Wine- 
gardner road in Ross township, about seven miles east of Rossville, where he 
has two hundred and thirty-three acres of rich land extending to the state line. 
This is one of the well developed farm properties of the community and white 
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not actively engaged in the work of the farm at the present time, the place 
returns to Mr. Winegardner a substantial annual income. 

He  is a native of Ohio, his birth having occurred on the 18th of July, 1852, 
in Franklin county, near Columbus, his parents being Artillias and Hannah 
(Iden) Winegardner. The father went from Virginia to Ohio when a young 
man and there became a contractor. H e  prospered in his undertakings, be- 
coming a man of means, and about 1858 he brought his family to Illinois, tak- 
ing up land near Pontiac. There he resided until 1864. At the time of the Civil 
war he responded to  the country's call for troops, enlisting in the Eighth Illi- 
nois Regiment, with which he served for about a year and a half under Colonel 
Kilpatrick, the regiment being attached to the Army of the Potmac.  H e  was 
assigned to duty with Company H and shared in the long hard marches and the 
active field work while at the front. During the war his family went to Newark, 
Ohio, and after its close returned to Illinois. They left Pontiac in 1866, re- 
moving to Vermilion county, where Artillias Winegardner took up the business 
of contracting, making his home in the city of Danville. Later he removed to 
Berlin, Sangamon county, Illinois, where he was engaged in a patent chum 
business with a company until after the death of his wife, when he returned 
to Columbus, Ohio, and carried on business as a paving contractor until a few 
years prior to his own demise, which occurred in that city. 

Joseph R. Winegardner was a pupil in the schools of Vandalia, Illinois, in 
early boyhood and later in Pontiac, following the removal of the family to that 
place. Subsequently he came with his parents to Danville and later went to 
West Lebanon, Indiana, where he completed his education. In  his youth he 
was employed at different times and in different ways, providing at least in 
part for his own support. When his education was completed he came to Ross 
township and worked at farming. By untiring energy and determination he 
has brought his farm up to  its present condition, it being one of the best im- 
proved farms of the locality. His methods of cultivation are at all times practical 
and he added the modern equipments and accessories so necessary and helpful 
in prosecuting the farm work. 

On the 6th of April, 1879, Mr. Winegardner was married to Miss Sarah 
E. Goodwine, a daughter of Abner and Barbara (Pence) Goodwine, both 
representatives of old families in this part of the county. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Winegardner have been born a daughter and three sons. Ida is the wife of 
George Knighton and they have one child, Russell. Abner married Susie Nor- 
ton and they have three children, Avie, Lewis and Claude. He resides upon 
the farm with his father and is operating the fields in connection with his 
brothers, Grant and Sherman, who are the younger members of the family. 
The  younger brothers are both through school, Sherman having completed his 
course in 1909. 

Mr. Winegardner is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows 
and Mrs. Winegardner has belonged to the Methodist Episcopal church since 
fifteen years old. His political support is given to the republican party and 
he has served as road commissioner for three years and as school trustee. He 
may truly be called a self-made man and deserves all the credit which the t e r n  
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implies, for he started out in life at  an early age empty-handed and has worked 
his way steadily upward, this persistent energy and determination enabling him 
to overcome all the difficulties and obstacles which confronted him. The pros- 
perity which he achieved has at length enabled him to live retired, his sons 
operating the farm. 

R. L. WOOD. 

R. L. Wood, making his home in the village of Bismarck, Illinois, was for 
many years closely associated with active farming and stwk-raising interests 
and is still the owner of much valuable farm property. He was born in Blount 
township, Vermilion county, Illinois, December 10, 1878, and is a son of ~ e n r i  
and Marietta E. (Shockley) Wood. Marietta was born in Greenfield, Ohio. The 
father's birth occurred March 18, 1841, in this county, and on the 19th of Jan- 
uary, 1900, he was called to his final rest. His wife who was born in Sep- 
tember, 1851, in Greenfield, Ohio, is now living on Walnut street, Danville. 

The Wood family. has been identified with the history of Vermilion county 
for eight decades. The grandfather of our subject came from Ohio to Ver- 
milion county in 1830 and entered land in Blount township, the deed to his 
claim being signed by Andrew Jackson, then president of the United States. 
The pioneer home of the family was a most primitive structure, being little 
more than a rail pen, but at the end of a year a comfortable log cabin was built, 
covered with a clapboard roof, while the floor was made of puncheons. Amid 
the wild scenes and environments of pioneer life Henry Wood was reared, early 
becoming familiar with all the duties and labors that fall to the lot of the agri- 
culturist. He became a miller by trade and he and his brother built a mill in 
Blount township in 1861, Henry Wood continuing to operate the same for eight- 
een years. From time to time he added to his property and at  his death owned 
over eight hundred acres of land all in Blount township. H e  thus became one 
of the extensive farmers of the community and was regarded as a most enter- 
prising as well as successful man. Unto him and his wife were born five chil- 
dren: Henrietta and Henry, both deceased; one who died in infancy; Helen E., 
who was graduated from the Danville high school in 1902 and was married the 
same year to  Dr. G. M. French, of Peoria, Illinois; and R. L.. of this review. 

R. L. Wood spent the period of his minority upon the home far111 and sup- 
plemented his public-school education by a course in a business college, from 
which he was graduated with the class of 1896. His training in the work of the 
farm was most thorough and he was thus well qualified to take charge of a 
farm of his own when on attaining his majority he purchased a tract of land 
of one hundred and sixty-eight acres. Later he bought more land and he now 
owns four hundred and twenty acres, situated on sections 31 and 36, Blount 
township, save for eighty acres which lie in Newel1 township. He  has always 
made a specialty of raising and feeding stock and this branch of his business 
constitutes a source of gratifying profit. In  all business matters his judgment 
is sound and his enterprise unfaltering, and what he has accomplished represents 
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h e  fit utilization of his innate powers and talents. He left the farm in Jan- 
uary and spent one year with his family in Corpus Christi, Texas, after which 
he returned to this county and took up his abode in Bismarck, where he is en- 
gaged in the grain and live-stock business in company with J. W. Young. 

On the 14th of September, 1899, Mr. Wood was united in marriage to Miss 
Josie Deen Young, who was born in this township in 1879 and is a daughter 
of  Noah Young. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Wood have been born two children : Henry, 
whose birth occurred May 5,  1903; and Lee Morris, born March 17, 1905. 

The parents are members of the Christian church and their many good 
qualities have endeared them to a large circle of friends and acquaintances. 
Mr. Wood has been a stalwart republican since age conferred upon him the 
right of franchise and he is well known in Masonic circles, having taken the 
thirty-second degree in Oriental consistory, S. P. R. S., in Chicago in 1909. 
He also belongs to the Modern Woodmen camp at Bismarck, and his social 
qualities and genuine personal worth make him popular in these organizations. 
In all the relations of life his has been a creditable record and he has a circle 
of friends almost coextensive with the circle of his acquaintances. 

T. W. BUCKINGHAM. 

T. W. Buckingham, a highly respected resident of Vermilion county, now 
approaching four score years of age and still identified with the interests of 
the county, was born in Fort Wayne, Indiana, April 23, 1833, a son of Joseph 
and Amelia (McCoy) Buckingham, the former a native of New York and the 
latter of New Jersey. Joseph Buckingham located in Zanesville, Ohio, in 1825 
and remained there a few years, after which he removed to Fort Wayne, In- 
diana, where he became a contractor and where he died in 1840. Mrs. Bucking- 
ham survived her husband forty-five years, departing this life in 1885. There 
were five children born to them, the subject of this review being the only one 
living at the present time. He grew up under the care of the parental home 
and was educated in the public schools of Pittsburg, Indiana. At  fifteen years 
of age he began working upon a farm, continuing in that occupation until eighteen 
years of age, when he became a clerk in a store and afterward owned a 
store. Coming to Vermilion county in 1870, he lived for six years at Fairmount 
and in 1876 came to Potomac, where he has since resided. During the first 
years of his residence here he clerked in a store but in 1888 he started in the 
mercantile business for himself and continued until 1900. Since 1882 he has 
acted as postmaster of the town and, notwithstanding his advanced years, is 
now filling that position with general acceptance to the public. 

In 1856 Mr. Buckingharn was united in marriage to Miss Helen A. Clark, 
who was born in New York, April 10, 1838. She is a daughter of William 
and Rhoda (Tillotson) Clark, the former of whom was a native of New York 
city and the latter of New York state. They removed to Evansville, Indiana, 
in 1840 and later to Carroll county, Indiana, and bought a farm where the 
father died. Mrs. Clark came to this county, where she departed this life in 
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1876, a t  the age of seventy years. She was the mother of two children, but 
Mrs. Buckingham is the only survivor of the family. Unto Mr. and Mrs. 
Buckingham five children were born: Ella B. May, of Danville; Mabel B., now 
Mrs. Dr. J. E. P. Butz; George T., an attorney of Chicago; Myrtle B., now 
Mrs. R. P. Harrison, of Muskogee, Oklahoma; and Clyde C., the proprietor of 
two magazines and now living in Houston, Texas. 

Mr. Buckingham is a lifelong republican and cast his first vote for John C. 
Fremont for president in 1856. He  has served as a member of the village board 
and also as school trustee, and has always discharged his responsibilities with 
the greatest fidelity. For many years he has been identified with the Masonic 
order, in which he has advanced to the thirty-second degree and has filled all 
the chairs in the blue lodge. Mrs. Buckingham is a consistent member of the 
Methodist Episcopal church and has through her life been an intelligent worker 
in its cause. 

Mr. and Mrs. Buckingharn are seventy-two and seventy-seven years of age 
respectively and four years ago they celebrated their golden wedding. In their 
long and useful lives they have witnessed many changes in the outer world, 
but within their own hearts has burned a steady flame which is known by the 
simple word "love," and which is one of the most enduring of all the attributes 
known to men. The tie that bound them together more than half a century 
ago when they were starting out upon life's responsibilities still continues and 
it is their faith that it will survive even the grave. Honored and respected 
by the entire community, it is the earnest wish of many friends that this venerable 
couple may live many years in the peace and quiet of a happy home. 

W. H. LONG. 

W. H. Long, a well known and representative agriculturist of. Love town- 
ship, was born on the farm where he now resides and which has been in pos- 
session of the family for three-fourths of a century. His natal day was August 
11, 1880, and his parents were Levi and Martha J. (Keene) Long. The father, 
whose birth occurred on the same farm on the 6th of April, 1838, was a son of 
James B. and Sarah Long, who were born, reared and married in Kentucky 
and came to Vermilion county in 1835. The grandfather purchased the farm 
which is now in possession of our subject, erected thereon a log cabin with clap- 
board roof and puncheon floor and here carried on general agricultural pursuits 
until called to his final rest. 

Levi Long, the father of our subject, spent his entire life on that farm, win- 
ning a gratifying measure of success in his undertaking. At the early age of 
nine years he commenced plowing and doing other farm work, continuing to en- 
gage in agricultural pursuits throughout his active business life. After raising 
fifty-three successive crops, he went to Texas on account of his health an,d there 
spent one winter. For a few years prior to his death he lived retired. His 
political allegiance was given to  the democracy and he was widely recognized as 
a most loyal and public-spirited citizen, doing everything in his power to prcF 
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mote the general welfare. He passed away on the 25th of December, 1905, 
having for some years survived his wife, whose demise occurred on the 6th 
of January, 1899. Their children were eleven in number, namely: James B., 
Flora E. and Sallie B., all of whom are deceased; William F., living in Colo- 
rado Springs, Colorado; John L., who is a resident of Indiana; Mattie Lee, the 
wife of Howard Pugh; Grace, who has passed away; Eva May, who is the wife 
of Arnold F. Gerrard and lives in Wells county, Indiana; Josephine, who i s  
likewise deceased; W. H., of this review; and Minnie IV., who is the wife of 
George Bedinger. 

W. H. Long supplemented E s  early education by a college course and on 
attaining his majority wisely chose as a life work the occupation to which he 
had been reared-farming. When twenty-one years of age he undertook the 
operation of the old homestead place, cultivating it as a renter until the time 
of his father's death, when he purchased the property. The farm embraces one 
hundred and sixty acres of land on section 31, Love township, and an adjoining 
tract of fifty-four acres in Indiana. In addition to cultivating the cereals best 
adapted to soil and climate he makes a specialty of raising full blooded Oxford 
sheep and, being a man of excellent executive ability and unfaltering energy, 
has found both branches of his business profitable. 

On the 6th of September, 1908, Mr. Long was united in marriage to Miss 
Blanche Baldwin, whose birth occurred in this county on the 19th of February, 
1884. Her parents, James and Laura (Golden) Baldwin, are likewise natives 
of this county and now reside in Quaker, Indiana. Mrs. Long, who was one 
of a family of five children, taught school for four years prior to her marriage. 
She is now the mother of a son, James Levi, who was born on the 18th of Au- 
gust, 199. 

In politics Mr. Long is a democrat and at the present time he holds the posi- 
tion of township road commissioner and also acts as trustee of the school funds, 
ever discharging his official duties in a most capable and satisfactory manner. 
Fraternally he is identified with the llasons, belonging to lodge No. 632 a t  
Ridge Farm. Both he and his wife are members of the Presbyterian church at 
Bethel, in the work of which they take an active and helpful part. The young 
couple have spent their entire lives in Vermilion county with the exception 
of four years which Mrs. Long spent in Fulton county. Indiana, and they en- 
joy a very extensive acquaintance within its borders. 

JOHN W. KEESLAR. 

John IV. Keeslar, who has won distinction as a representative of the legal 
fraternity, now practicing in Danville, was born in Vermilion county, on the 24th 
of August, 1864, a son of Charles W. and Sarah (Snyder) Keeslar, the former 
a native of New York and the latter of Ohio. On coming to this county in 
1857 the father located in Pilot township, where he purchased a farm and con- 
tinued to engage in agricultural pursuits for a number of years. H e  took a 
very active and prominent part in public affairs in early life and was called 
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upon to serve as supervisor of his township, holding that position for fifteen 
years, and for  seven years of that time was chairman of the board. He  pros- 
pered in ,his undertakings and is now able to lay aside all business cares and 
live retired a t  his pleasant home in Danville. His wife came to Vermilion county 
with her parents in 1849 and also settled in Pilot township, where Mr. and Mrs. 
Snyder passed away. 

John W. Keeslar began his education in the country schools near his boy- 
hood home and supplemented the knowledge there acquired by a course at  the 
Union Christian College at  Merom, Indiana, from which institution he was 
graduated in 1885. H e  then took a post-graduate course at the University of 
Illinois at  Champaign and was graduated from the law school at  Bloomington, 
Illinois, in 1888. The same year he was admitted to the bar and in 1889 be- 
gan practice in Danville, since which time he has been a member of the well 
known firm of Keeslar & Gunn. His fellow citizens, recognizing his ability, 
elected him state's attorney in 1900 and so acceptably did he fill the office that 
in 1904 he was reelected, serving in all eight years. In  1903 he gained consider- 
able distinction in the prosecution of the Danville rioters, succeeding in send- 
ing twelve of them to the state prison. He is now successfully en,oaged in the 
general practice of law and has won for himself an enviable reputation in his 
chosen profession. 

On the 4th of November, 1891, Mr. Keeslar was united in marriage to Miss 
Effie Sandusky, of Fairmount, Illinois, and to them has been born one child, 
Nellie. Socially Mr. Keeslar is identified with the Masonic fraternity and also 
belongs to the Knights of Pythias and the Benevolent and Protective Order of 
Elks. 

JOHN W. WILLIAMSON. 

John W. Williamson owns and cultivates an excellent farm of one hundred 
acres in Ross township, about three and a half miles southeast of the town 
of Rossville, on the Bethel road. He  represents one of the old American 
families, his ancestors having settled in New Jersey at an early period in the 
colonization of the new world. His grandfather, Daniel Williamson, was born 
in the vicinity of Newark, New Jersey, and removed westward to Ohio, where 
he took up land near Bellefontaine. His son, Charles Williamson, was also 
born in New Jersey and, removing to Ohio, became identified with the farm- 
ing interests in the vicinity of ~ellefontaine, where he made his home until 
1875, when he brought his family to  Vermilion county, Illinois. Here he lived 
until October, 1910, when he moved to Michigan, where with his youngest 
son he is now engaged in farming. His wife bore the maiden name of Eliza- 
beth Braden. 

Mr. and Mrs. Charles ~ i l l i a m s o n  were residents of Ohio at the time of 
the birth of their son, John W., whose natal day was March 23, 1866. At 
the usual age he entered the public schools of that state, but a t  the age of nine 
years accompanied his parents to Vermilion county, Illinois, and continued 
his studies in the public schools of Newell and Ross townships, while spend- 
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ing his byhood days on his father's farm. The vacation periods were devoted 
to the work of the fields, and after he put aside his tat-books he aided his 
father in the farm work until his marriage, which was celebrated on the 5th 
-of September, 1889, at Catlin, Illinois, Miss Katie M. Wolf becoming his wife. 
Her parents were William F. and Cornelia (Hickman) Wolf, both of whom 
are now. deceased. Her father was b r n  in Vermilion county and became a 
representative citizen of this locality. During the Civil war he enlisted Sep- 
tember 19, 1863, in Company D, Thirty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, and 
was mustered out September 27, 1864. He entered the service as a private, 
but was promoted to lieutenant. He took a prominent and active part in public 
affairs and served as tax collector of Catlin township for several years. His 
father was Isaac Wolf, one of the pioneer residents of Vermilion county, and 
the maternal grandfather of Mrs. Williamson was also a leading citizen, active 
in public affairs. He served as sheriff of the county and in the management 
of his private business interests attained success, becornirs a large landowner. 

Following their marriage Mr. and Mrs. John W. Williamson took up their 
abode upon a farm and have since been closely connected with the agricultural 
life of Vermilion county save for a period of five years which they spent 
in Oklahoma. They went to that state in 1890, Mr. \Villiamson home- 
steading a claim upon which they lived for five years, during which period 
two of their children were born. They had three sons and lost their only 
daughter, Mayme, who was their first born and died June 19, 1907, when in 
her fourteenth year. Their eldest son, Frank, passed away on September 12, 

1899, at the age of three years. The others are Charles E., six years of age, 
who has recently started in school; and Benjamin E., two years of age. 

Mr. Williamson has always been a warm friend of the cause of educa- 
tion and has done effective service for its interests while filling the office 
of president of the school board. He is a United Brethren in religious faith 
and is serving as trustee in the church. H e  is likewise a trustee of Bethel cemetery 
and is widely recognized as a man of many substantial qualities, justly meriting 
the high regard in which he is uniformly held by his fellow townsmen. Since 
his return from Oklahoma he has devoted his attention to the development and 
further improvement of his farm. His diligence and perseverance are the basis 
of his success and his life is a busy, active and useful one. 

DANIEL WATSON. 

Daniel Watson needs no introduction to the readers of this volume, for as 
a banker of Rossville he is widely known, having gained for himself a creditable 
name and enviable position in the business and financial circles of Vermilion 
county. H e  is a man of resolute spirit and resourcefulness, and when one avenue 
of opportunity has seemed closed to him he has carved out another path that 
has enabled him to reach the goal for which he set out. 

Mr. Watson is a native son of Illinois, his birth having occurred in La Salle 
county on the 27th of October, 1845, his parents being Stephen and Elizabeth 
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(Clark) Watson, While spending his boyhood days under the parental rmf 
he mastered the fundamental branches of learning as a pupil in the public schools 
of his native county and later he continued his education in a private school 
in the south having, at the age of fourteen years, gone to Texas with his brother. 
While in that state he learned and followed the blacksmith's trade and during 
the period of his residence in the south he managed to save from his earnings 
the sum of five hundred dollars, which constituted the nucleus of his present 
prosperity. 

With that capital Mr. Watson returned to the north when twenty-three years 
of age, settling first in Seneca, Illinois, after which he went to Danville. For 
about fourteen years he engaged in the meat business at  Danville, conducting a 
well appointed market. Through this period he was establishing a business 
reputation which has been one of the foundation stones upon which his present 
success as a banker has been builded. He  entered the field of banking in 1873 
with his two brothers, itrashington and Alva, business being carried on under 
the name of Washington Watson, who managed affairs until failing health com- 
pelled his retirement and on the 1st of October, 1884, Daniel Watson tmk  
charge. The bank was then conducted under the name of D. Watson & Com- 
pany until October I, 1910, when it was reorganized and the name changed to 
the Farmers National Bank, with our subject as president A man of keen in- 
sight, resourcefulness and ready adaptability, he soon acquainted himself with 
every detail of the business on taking charge of the bank and has met with most 
excellent success in its management. 

Mr. Watson first married Emma E. Odom, who died in 1869, and their 
only child died in infancy. For  his second wife he married Ellen Ream, whose 
death occurred in 1895, and in 1901 he was united in marriage to Eliza E. Hender- 
son and they have one daughter, Catharine Gertrude. 

The life record of Mr. Watson has at all times been a creditable one. Each 
forward step in his career has brought him a broader outlook and wider oppor- 
tunities and his success has been attained in legitimate lines of trade without 
the adoption of a single underhand business method or principle. Under safe, 
conservative lines he is conducting the bank of which he is now the head, and 
i t  is proving not only a source of individual profit but also an element of great 
convenience and value to the business men of the town and surrounding country. 

JACOB F. ILLK. 

Jacob F. Illk, living retired at Oakwood, Vermilion county, since 1598, and 
for forty-five years identified with the farming interests of this region, was 
born in Wittenberg, Germany, January 6, 1836. H e  is of gocd German stock 
and is a son of Daniel and Agnes (Frank) Illk, both natives of Wittenberg. 
The father served as a soldier under Napoleon Eonaparte and, although it was 
against his will, he participated in the disastrous Russian campaign, being one 
of the few survivors of that memorable expedition. After returning home he 
lived for many years, being called to his reward in 1883. His wife died twenty- 
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five years before, in 1858. Eleven children were born to them, of whom three 
are still living, Abraham, Gottlieb and Jacob F., all of this county. 

Jacob F. Illk was educated in the old country, but when he became eighteen 
years of age, his brother Abraham hzving preceded him to the United States, he 
decided to seek his fortune in the republic and accordingly he came to Vermilion 
county, Illinois, where he has since lived. For eight years after his arrival 
here he worked by the month, a part of the time assisting in building the Wabash, 
the Illinois Central and the Big Four Railways. 

The great rebellion aroused in him the spirit of the soldier and he yielded 
to the impulse by enlisting in 1864 in the Eleventh Illinois Infantry, General 
Canby being the commander of the army corps to which this regiment was as- 
signed. H e  saw some hard fighting a t  Spanish Fort and Fort Blakely and was 
also engaged in a number of skirmishes. his services concluding in July, 1865, 
when he received his honorable discharge and returned to this county. 

Previous to his enlistment he had purchased a farm of one hundred and 
twenty-five acres and this land he energetically proceeded to develop, also add- 
ing from time to time until he now is owner of a finely improved farm of two 
hundred and twenty-five acres. For many years he made a specialty of hand- 
ling live stock and, having gained a thorough practical knowledge of khis branch 
of the farming industry, he became one of the prominent live stock men in his 
part of the county. For the past twelve years he leased his farm and in a com- 
fortable home, surrounded by many friends and acquaintances, he is enjoying 
the quiet of his declining years. 

On September 30, 1867, Mr. Illk was united in marriage to Miss Julia Good- 
ner, a native of Indiana, who came to this state in 1866. Five children were 
born to  them, the first of whom died in infancy, and Nora, the third in order 
of birth, died at Cripple Creek, Colorado. Those living are: Hulda, a resident 
of California; Rupert A., who is a minister of the gospel and resides with his 
parents; and Ira  L., who lives in Vermilion county. Mrs. Illk was called from 
earthly responsibilities in September, 1905, and three years later Mr. Illk was 
married to Miss Jane Andrews, a native of Carroll county, Indiana, and a daugh- 
ter of John Andrews, who came from Ohio to Indiana at an early day. Mrs. 
Illk is one of two daughters born to her parents, her sister, Drusella now living 
a t  Dayton, Indiana. 

Mr. and Mrs. Illk are both affiliated with the Methodist church and are 
active workers in its behalf. Politically he is identified with the prohibition party 
and, while he has not been an aspirant for office, he has served as postmaster 
a t  Oakwood for two terms and also discharged with great acceptance to the 
community his responsibilities as member of the school board. He has always 
been an ardent advocate of education and all of his children were sent to col- 
lege, where they were given every advantage of improvement of the mind that 
could be desired. The elder daughter was for fourteen years a school teacher 
and the younger daughter taught for one year. Mr. Illk is a worthy representa- 
tive of the Teutonic element which has assisted in such an important degree in 
upbuilding this country and during the time of the Civil war stanchly supported 
the stars and stripes, showing by the sacrifices of its sons on many a hard fought 
battlefield their fidelity to principles which they considered true. Mr. Illk was 
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a brave soldier and his honorable discharge from the army is a document his. 
descendents should always retain as of priceless value. In the vocations of 
peace he has shown undaunted perseverance and unimpeachable integrity and. 
has truly earned the enviable position he occupies as an honored and trusted 
citizen. 

W. S. COSSAIRT, M. D. 

Among the medical practitioners of Vermilion county who have earned suc- 
cess by conscientious application to  their profession after years of thorough 
preparation is Dr. W. S. Cossairt, of Potomac. Ten years ago he began prac- 
tice in the same community where he has since remained and today he is one. 
of the leading physicians in this part of the county. He was born in Potomac, 
September z, 1869, and is a son of William and Louisa (Smith) Cossairt. The- 
father was born on a farm seven miles east of Potomac and the mother in the 
town. The father is still living, but the mother on October 30, 1910, fell a-nd 
injured herself, dying from the effects the following Saturday. 

The subject of this review was educated in Vermilion county and later studied 
for three years in the Wesleyan University at Bloomington, Illinois. After leav- 
ing the university he began teaching school and continued for three years earn- 
ing money which enabled him in 1% to become a student in Rush Medical Col- 
lege of Chicago, one of the great medical institutions of the country. Here he 
continued for four years under some of the most celebrated instructors in the 
various branches of the medical profession to be found in the United States. 
He proved to be a highly promising student and was graduated with honors with 
the coveted title of M. D., in IF. Immediately upon leaving college he prac- 
ticed for seven years in Potomac by himself and then became associated with 
Dr. J. E. P. Butz, of that place. As a general practitioner Dr. Cossairt has from 
the beginning of his career been unusually successful, his equipment for the 
work having been thorough and practical. H e  has a well selected medical library 
and is a constant reader of the best medical magazines, keeping posted as to 
the latest advances in a profession that has made marvelous progress in recent 
years. The position he has attained is the direct result of faithful application 
and a deep interest in the work to which he has devoted the best energies of his 
life. 

On October g, 1901, Dr. Cossairt was united in ,marriage to Miss Minerva 
Viola Acton, of Potomac, and unto them has been born one child, Louie Jane. 
Dr. Cossairt holds membership in the Knights of Pythias and the Modern Wood- 
men of America, but his time is almost taken up with the duties of his practice 
and he has little opportunity for social recreation. Mrs. Cossairt is a member 
of the Methodist Episcopal church, but her husband does not belong to any 
religious denomination, although he is a generous contributor toward the work 
carried on by the local churches. I t  has been said that what a man can do best, 
that is the task given him by his Creator. Fortunate is he who finds the work 
for which he is by nature adapted, and doubly fortunate is he if he finds this 
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work at the beginning of his active career. Then indeed does he labor not 
entirely for financial ,4n, but for the joy and the excellency of the things he is 
doing. Under such circumstances powers are awakened that are unknown to 
the one who drudges at his work and success is as certain as life itself. Dr. 
Cossairt apparently found the work for which he was born and he was not re- 
quired to pass through years of waiting before obtaining a lucrative practice 
and it need hardly be said that he has gained the confidence and respect not only 
of his brother practitioners but of all to who he is known. 

R. M. KNOX. 

R. M. Knox is now dividing his time between his home in Hoopeston, where 
he spends the summer months, and Florida, where the winter seasons are passed. 
He long held a place among the leading and prominent business men of Hoopes- 
ton, continuing to operate in the field of real estate for thirty years. H e  was 
born in Holmes county, Ohio, June 14, 1840, and is a son of Andrew J. and 
Elizabeth (Richards) Knox, formerly residents of Wayne county, Ohio, where 
the father followed the occupation of fanning. 

I t  was in that county that R. M. Knox pursued his education, his opportunities 
in that direction being limited to the branches offered by the public schooIs. H e  
gave his time to his studies as he could until about twenty-three years of age, 
but much of his youth was devoted to farm work as he assisted his father in 
the labors of the fields. H e  then learned the trade of carriage-making and upon 
his removal to the middle wesk in 1864 settled in Paxton, Illinois. Previous to 
this he had served his country during the Civil war, enlisting on the 2d of August, 
1862, at Fredericksburg, Ohio, in Company H, One Hundred and Second Ohio 
Volunteer Infantry, and was discharged at Nashville, Tennessee, in 1864. 

Mr. Knox engaged in teaching school in Paxton for a time and later turned 
his attention to farming, which he  followed for seven years. H e  then leased 
his farm and in 1871 came to Hoopeston, where he entered the grain business, 
which claimed his energies for three years. On selling out in that line he turned 
his attention to the real-estate business and engaged in handling property and 
negotiating realty transfers in this part of the country for thirty years. He be- 
came thoroughly familiar with property values, had comprehensive understand- 
ing of the realty market and largely promoted the interests of clients in the 
management of sales and of purchases. At length he retired and now spends 
the summer seasons in Hoopeslton and the winter months in Florida. 

In 1865 Mr. Knox was united in marriage to Miss Mary J. Given, of Ford 
county, Illinois, who died in 1875, leaving two children: Lulu B., the wife of 
Ernest S. McClellan, of Idaho; and Edu.in R., a resident of Los Angeles, Cali- 
fornia. In 1879 Mr. Knox was again married, his second union being with Miss 
Jeanette M. Bruce, who died in 18g1, and there were two children by that mar- 
riage: Robert R., a resident of Denver, Colorado; and Martha Helen, the wife 
of J. B. Dunn, of Florida. In May, 1892, Mr. Knox married Mrs. Martha Ran- 
dall, of Hoopeston. 
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Mr. Knox is a valued and helpful member of the United Presbyterian church, 
in which he is serving as elder. His political views were for a long period in 
accord with the principles of the republican party and to it he gave his support, 
but during the last eight years he has vated the prohibition ticket, because that 
party embodies his ideas upon the temperance question, which he regards as 
a paramount interest before the country today. His fellow townsmen regard 
him .as one whose word is as good as his bond. He  lives up to every promise 
he makes, to every obligation he incurs. Those who know him in social relations 
find him genial, courteous and obliging, and he has gained high regard wherever 
he has gone, whether sojourning in the north or south. 

GEORGE W. POOLE, M. D. 

Dr. George W. Poole, whose ability in his profession is the outward espres- 
sion of close study and long experience, was born upon a farm in Owen county, 
Indiana, on the 11th of September, 1859, a son of Hamilton and Charlotte 
(Parrish) Poole, natives of Kentucky and Indiana respectively. The mother was 
a daughter of Zebedee and Helen (Goodwin) Parrish, the former born in Korth 
Carolina and the latter in Kentucky. Following their marriage they became resi- 
dents of Putnarn county, Indiana, in 1828 and soon afterward removed to Owen 
county, that state, where they cast in their lot with the pioneer settlers and fam- 
ilies who were reclaiming the region for the purposes of civilization and laying 
the foundation for its future progress and prosperity. Thmey continued residents 
of Owen county until called to  their final rest and there reared their family of 
seven children, namely: George W., Lewis C., Edward, Mary, Martha, Helen 
and Charlotte. 

The last named became the wife of Hamilton Poole. They settled upon a 
farm in Owen county but when their son George was but three years of age the 
father passed away, leaving two young sons, George W. and Thomas B., to 
the care of the widowed mother, who long survived her husband, her death 
occurring at North Yakima, Washington, in the fall of 1899. 

Spending his youthful days amid the environment of the home farm, Dr. 
Poole acquired his early education as a pupil in the district schools but after- 
ward attended the high school at  Spencer, Indiana. Turning his attention to 
the profession of teaching, which he followed for several terms in various places, 
he thus secured the funds that enabled him to pay his own way through medical 
college. His preparation for the profession which he now follows was largely 
made in the Louisville Medical College of Kentucky, although he had previously 
read under private direction. Following his graduation at Louisville with the 
class of 1888, he afterward entered the Post Graduate Medical College of 
New York city and was graduated in 1892. At intervals throughout his profes- 
sional career he has studied in leading colleges, and private reading and re- 
search have also greatly augmented his knowledge and promoted his efficiency. 
He was graduated from the Polyclinic School and Hospital of New York in 
1907. He entered upon the active practice of his profession in Russellville, 
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Indiana, and later was located for several years at  Greencastle, Indiana, whence 
he removed to Danville in 1896. Through a residence of fourteen years here he 
has been accorded an extensive practice, placing him in a prominent position 
among the medical and surgical practitioners of the city. He  also has mining 
interests, having been one of the organizers and now the president of the Iro- 
qu3is Mining Company, operating at Central City. Colorado. 

In 1886 Dr. Poole mas married to IIiss Stella Baird. a daughter of Dr. J. 
W. Baird, of Russellville, Indiana. Their only living child, -\lma, is a graduate 
of the high school of Crawfordsville, Indiana, and is now an art student. Mrs. 
Poole died in 1887 after a lingering illness, and tn-o years later the Doctor mar- 
ried Miss Clara Goddard, a daughter of I l r .  and Mrs. J. D. Goddard of 110- 
rocco, Indiana. 

Dr. Poole gives his political allegiance to the republican party and is a mem- 
ber of the Modern Woodmen camp. the Knights of Pythias lodge, the Fraternal 
Order of Eagles and the lfasonic fraternity. He is registered as a practitioner 
of medicine in Illinois, Indiana, Colorado and Sew 11exico and in surgical 
work h= been closely identified with St. Elizabeth's Hospital at Danville. He  
belongs also to the l'ermilion County Medical Society, the Illinois State Iledi- 
cal Society and the American Medical Association and thus keeps in touch with 
the progress of the profession in the society discussions of measures, methods 
and principles. 

HERMAN E. DOUGLAS. 

I t  is a well recognized fact that in the business circles of today the younger 
generation are forging to the front, assuming positions of responsibility and 
coritrolling enterprises of extensive proportions. Prominent among the young 
men of Catlin who are accomplishing results in the business world is numbered 
Herman E. Douglas who, although he has not yet raached the twenty-fifth mile- 
stone on life's journey, is nevertheless making his presence felt in financial, 
commercial and political circles of that city. The family has long been an 
honored one in 1-ermilion county, where its members have borne an important 
part in the business and public life of the community, and the subject of this 
review is proving himself a worthy representative of the name. 

The birth of Mr. Douglas occurred in Catlin township, Vermilion county, 
January 11, 1886, and he is a son of It'. S. and Elizabeth (Clarke) Douglas. 
The father also a native of l'ermilion county, where his birth occurred Decem- 
ber 2, 1548, supplemented his early educational training, obtained in the common 
schools. by study at Lincoln University, and in early life en,-ed in teaching 
school in the winter months, while the summer seasons mere devoted to farm- 
ing. His time was thus fully occupied until the year IF, in which he came 
to Catlin and entered the grain business, operating an elevator here for four 
years. A t  the expiration of that period he became identified with the financial 
interests of the city as the promoter of the First National Bank of Catlin, and 
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from its inception until the time of his death occupied the office of cashier of 
that institution. 

W. S. Douglas was married on the 7th of Jancary, 1869, to Miss Elizabeth 
Clarke, who was born in Washington county, Pennsylvania, and is a daughter 
of Silas and Mary (Woodntf) Clarke. Her parents were early settlers of Ver- 
milion county, being numbered among the pioneers who came to this district in 
1844, and here Mr. Clarke purchased a farm, upon which he and his wife made 
their home during the remainder of their lives. The former passed away in 
1844 and the latter in 1848, and of their family of four children Mrs. Douglas 
is the only surviving member. 

Mr. S. Douglas was a prominent and well known figure in fraternal circles 
in Catlin, being identified with the Masons, the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, the Court of Honor and the Knights of Pythias, of all of which organi- 
zations he was a most active and interested member. Although he won most 
gratifying prosperity in business life, the full measure of his success cannot 
be taken in terms of material gain, for during his residence in this city he en- 
joyed the unqualified confidence and respect of his fellow citizens and few 
men more richly deserved the esteem in which he was uniformly held. He was 
devoted to the welfare of the city in which he made his home, his labors in 
its behalf being potent elements for progress and development, and he was never 
neglectful of his obligations to his fellowmen. A useful and upright life was 
brought to a quiet close when, on the 19th of January, 1908, he passed away, 
his remains being laid to rest in the beautiful Oak Ridge cemetery. Besides his 
wife he left to mourn his loss five children, who are as follows: Thomas W., 
residing in Frankfort, Indiana; Dora, the widow of W. B. Morris, of Catlin; 
Chloe, who married Gilbert Matthews of Frankfort, Indiana; Ethel M., thC 
wife of Henry Jones, Jr., also of Catlin; and Herman E., of this review. One 
child, Carroll O., the youngest in order of birth, was born February 13, 1888, 
and was killed on the 16th of April, 1907, on the Wabash Railroad. 

Mrs. Elizabeth Douglas still survives and makes her home in Catlin, where 
she occupies a beautiful residence. Aside from this she also owns two hundred 
and ninety acres of land in Indiana and is still in possession of me hundred 
and forty acres of the old homestead in Catlin township. She has reared her 
family in the faith of the Presbyterian church, of which she is a member, and 
her own deep Christian belief has found outward expression in the many ways 
in which she has sought to assist in the charitable work of the community. 4 
devoted mother, a true friend, and above all a beautiful, Christian woman, she 
is loved by all who know her, and her circle of warm friends is coextensive 
with the circle of her acquaintances. 

Herman E. Douglas, whose name introduces this review, was reared in an 
atmosphere of culture and refinement and yet makes his home with his mother 
in Catlin. He was afforded most excellent educational advantages, being a grad- 
uate of the Catlin high school, of the Danville high school and the university 
at Decatur, Illinois, and this broad training has served as an excellent prepara- 
tion for the practical and responsible duties which now devolve upon him in 
connection with important business initerests. Upon laying aside his text-books 
he became assistant cashier of the First National Bank at  Catlin, of which his 
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father had been a promoter, and has held that position for five years, proving 
himself most efficient and sahsfactory in the discharge of the duties connected 
therewith. He  Is also junior partner of the firm of Jones & Douglas, proprietors 
of one of Catlin's large general stores, and is officially identified with several 
other important enterprises, such as the Colier Cod Company of Catlin, of which 
he is secretary. A young man of unusual business discernment and resource 
ful ability, he has been fortunate in possessing qualities which have awakened 
confidence in his fellowmen, the simple weight of his character and ability bring- 
ing him into positions of trust and responsibilty, and few among the younger 
generaton of men today are playing a more conspicuous part in the business 
circles of Catlin. Not only has he evinced that fidelity to  duty which has char- 
acterized those who have risen high in the affairs of the world, but he possesses 
those qualities of enterprise and organization which, having been so early brought 
into action, should bring him to even larger fields than those which now 'xcefit 
by his labors. 

Early becoming interested in the politics of the country and forming his 
own opinions concerning the platforms of the various poliftical organizations, he 
has, since age conferred upon him the right of franchise, given stalwart support 
to the republican party. He  is now acting as town clerk and also as school 
treasurer, and in serving the public he is manifesting the same spirit of energy 
and loyalty that is evidenced in the conduct of his individual business affairs. 
Fraternally he is connected with Catlin Lodge, No. 285, A. F. & A. M., and is 
also a member of Mayfield Lodge, K. P., of which he is secretary. Like his 
mother he is a member of the Presbyterian church, being an interested and 
active worker in church and Sunday school and doing all in his power to ex- 
tend the influence of the organization in the community. His interests are 
thoroughly identified with those of Catlin, and his efforts are potent elements in 
furthering the material, political, intellectual and moral development and up- 
building of the city. 

E. D. BROWN. 

There is no secret process whereby success can be secured: it is always 
the result of industry, intelligently directed, and the life record of E. D. Brown 
is another proof of this fact. He is now a well known lumber and hardware 
merchant of Bismarck, where in a partnership relation with his brother, B. B. 
Brown, he is conducting an extensive, profitable and growing business. More- 
over, he is connected with other interests which make him an important factor 
in the business circles of this part of the county. 

A native son of Vermilion county, he was born in Newel1 township, Jan- 
uary 17, 1872, his parents being J. C. and Mary Brown, both of whom were 
natives of Ohio, whence they came to Vermilion county with their respective 
parents in early c h i l d h d .  The father still survives and makes his home in 
Bismarck, but the mother passed away in 1877. In their family were seven chil- 
dren, of whom five are yet living. 
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E. D. Brown remained a t  home until he had attained his majority and then 
started in life on his own account, working at the carpenter's trade. He is still 
doing a contracting business, in which connection he is accorded a liberal and 
gratifying patronage. After a time, in connecticm with his brother, B. B. Brown, 
he established a lumberyard in Bismarck, in which business they have been en- 
gaged since 1898. They now have a large lumberyard, carry all kinds of builders' 
supplies and are enjoying an extensive and growing trade. After a time they 
established a hardware and implement business, thus extending the scope of their 
activities. They have erected a two-story brick building, forty by one hundred 
and twenty feet. I t  would be a credit to a city of much larger size and they 
have also erected a large concrete building, fifty-five by one hundred and ten feet. 
In addition they own a farm of eighty acres on section 29, Newell township, 
and a tract of land of two hundred and eighty acres in Arkansas. Moreover, 
E. D. Brown is one of the directors of the Farmers S; IIerchants Eank and his 
name is an honored one on commercial paper. He  is a man of keen business 
sagacity and is notably prompt, energetic and reliable. 

On the 14th of November, 1894, Mr. Brown was married to ;lIiss Ida Juvinall, 
who was born in this county and is a daughter of Andrew and Susan Juvinall, 
also natives of Vermilion county. Her mothel- is now deceased, but her father 
still survives and is living on a farm in this part of the state. Their family 
included five children, all of whom are ycr living. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Brown 
have been born three children: Lela hi., who was born September 25, 1895, 
and entered the high school in the fall of 1910; Zella It., born October 13, 1 9 2  ; 
and Viola G., born July 14, 1904. 

The parents are members of the Methodist Episcopal church and take an 
active part in its work, doing all in their power to promote its growth and in- 
sure its upbuilding. Mr. Brown has served as superintendent of the Sunday 
school for fourteen years and his labors are most effective in eliciting the atten- 
tion of the young. In his political views Mr. Brown has been an earnest republi- 
can since age conferred upon him the right of franchise. He  has served as 
school director and also as trustee, but prefers to concentrate his energies upon 
his business affairs rather than to hold office. He  is a member of the Modern 
Woodmen camp at Bismarck and also of the Court of Honor. He may truly 
be called a self-made man and as the architect and builder of his own fortunes 
he has done a creditable work, his energy and perseverance enabling him to ac- 
cumulate a handsome fortune. 

CLAY F. GAUMER. 

Clay F. Gaumer is leaving his impress upon the history of Illinois through 
the splendid work that he has done for the intellectual and moral progress of 
his fellowmen and for the support of those measures which uplift and benefit 
humanity, especially the temperance cause. He  is now successfully engaged in 
the grain business in Alvin, but his life is by no means self-centered, reaching 
out  continually to those questions which touch the general interests of society. 
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A native of Ohio, he was born near Mount lTernon in &ox county, Nilarch 
14, 1870, and is of Gennan lineage. His grandparents were Peter and Susan 
(Hauger) Gaumer and his parents were Jerome and Caroline c free man^) Gaumer. 
Jerome Gaumer was also a native of Ohio and pursued his education in the 
public schools of the Buckeye state. At an early age he began acquiring land 
and as his financial resources increased, added to his holdings until his property 
interests were quite extensive, but in later years he has sold much of this. For 
a long period he was actively engaged in farming, carefully cultivating his fields 
according to progressive methods, but at  the present time he is living retired on 
the old home place in Knox county, enjoying in well earned repose the fruits 
of his former toil. H e  has ever been regarded as a worthy and valued citizen 
of the community and enjoys the respect of all who know him. His wife passed 
away in 1894. 

Clay F. Gaumer began his education in the schools of Knox county, Ohio, 
and when seventeen years of age began teaching. Subsequent to that time he 
attended the normal school a t  Danville. Ohio, but continued to teach at inter- 
vals for about four years. His ambition for higher education being still unsatis- 
fied, he then pursued a scientific course and also took up the study of languages 
in the university at  Ada, Ohio, from which he was graduated with the class 
of 18-92. H e  was a prominent figure in the military organization of the school 
and held the rank of senior major under a regular army officer, winning honors 
as the best cadet in college. H e  declined an  appointment t o  IVest Point and, 
continuing in the educational field, became principal of the high school at Custar, 
Ohio, where he remained for two years. On the expiration of that period he 
came to Illinois and was principal of the schools of Side11 for nine years. He 
studied each student from an individual standpoint and Iearned to meet specific 
needs. He had the ability to impart clearly and readily to others the knowledge 
he had acquired and also to inspire pupils and teachers with much of his own 
zeal and interest in the work. He has done some work in the Chicago University 
and throughout his life h~as been a man1 of s tud io~~s  habits, greatly broadening 
his knowledge by independent reading and investigation. While teaching he also 
devoted some time to the ministry. preaching on Sundays as occasion offered, 
and after removing to -4lvin in the spring of 1903 he acted as minister of the 
church here for three years and also preached at times at Bismarck, Prairie 
chapel at Potomac and other places. About a year ago he purchased the grain 
elevator at  Alvin and since that time has been giving his attention to the grain 
trade, meeting with excellent success in this undertaking. This business has not 
interferred, however, with his ministerial labors, as he still preaches every Sunday. 

On the 10th of June. 1893, Mr. Gaumer was married to Miss Sadie Watts, a 
native of Champaign county, Illinois. and a daughter of Sinclair and Martha 
Watts. This marriage has been blessel with three children: Everett H., who is 
now in the second year in high school; and Clay F. and George \IT., who are 
in the intermediate grades. 

Mr. Gaumer belongs to the Masonic fraternity, in which he has attained 
high rank, being a Knight Templar and a Scottish Rite Mason of the thirty- 
second degree. He  also holds membership with the Independent Order of Odd 
Fellows, the Knights of Pythias, and the It'oodmen. His entire life has been 
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actuated by high and honorable principles and a recognitiolnl of the duties and 
obligations of man to his fellowmen. He  belongs to  the Christian church and 
is very active in the brotherhood. He has, moreover, attained distinction as the 
only prohibitionist who has been elected for two successive terms to represent 
his district in the state legislature. He was a member of the forty-fourth and 
forty-fifth general assemblies and introduced the first bill for state prohibition. 
Unlike many so called reformers, he is not a single-idea man, and when- in the 
assembly gave close and earnest consideration to  all the questions which came 
up for settlement, earnestly supporting those which he believed to be for the 
g o d  of the commonwealth and as earnestly opposing those which he believed 
to be inimical to the best interests of the state. He has long been a close and 
discriminating student of political, economic and sociological conditions, and in 
these connections always keeps abreast with the best thinking men of the age. 

CHARLES E. CHESLEY. 

No history of Vermilion county would be complete without mention of Charles 
E. Chesley, who is a worthy representative of one of the old and honored families 
of Danville and has for many years been prominently identified with the in- 
dustrial interests of the city. He was here born on the 16th of April, 1853, be- 
ing a son of Robert V. Chesley, who came to Danville at an early day with his 
father, Colonel A. P. Chesley, a noted Indian fighter. The father of our subject 
was also in military service and served in the Union army during the Civil war 
as captain of Company C, Twelfth Illinois Volunteer Infantry. His wife, who 
bore the maiden name of Helen Marr Russell, was born in Connecticut and came 
to Danville in girlhood with her father, William Russell, the journey being made 
by canal the greater part of the way. Her father served as land agent here for 
many years and became one of the most prominent and wealthy citizens of this 
locality, dying here in 1856. More extended mention is m d e  of the ancesitors 
of our subject in connection with the sketch of L. A. Chesley on another page 
of this volume. 

Reared in Danville, Charles E. Chesley is indebted to the public schools of 
this city for the e d u d o n a l  advantages he enjoyed and was attending high school 
when his father died, and he was forced to provide for his own support a t  the 
age of seventeen years. He then learned the carriage-maker's trade with Daniel 
Force, but while yet a young man entered the employ of the Wabash Railroad 
as call boy. His fidelity to duty won him promotion and he served both as fire- 
man and engineer, subsequently becoming foreman of the roundhouse at Tilton, 
where he remained for two years. He then went upon the road, but after a 

. year once more resumed the duties of foreman, serving in that capacity for two 
years more. He was next employed as assistant to C. F. Lape, general master 
mechanic, and once more went upon the road as an engineer, continuing his 
conneotion wi>th the Wabash Railroad Company for twelve years. 

On resigning his position in 1892 he embarked in his present business in 
connection with his brother, John L., establishing boiler works on West Main 
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street, but a few years later they purchased the interest of William Stevens, 
an old pioneer in 'the same business, whose plant was located on Section street, 
and after the consolidation they removed to the latter location, where they have 
since carried on business under the name of the Chesley Brothers Boiler Works, 
manufacturing tanks, boilers, stacks and other sheet iron products, which are 
shipped extensively to all parts of the United States. Their business has con- 
tinually increased and has reached such proportions that it is now one of the 
leading industrial concerns of the city. In  addition to  this business they also 
conduct a coal yard and have become interested to some extent in real estate. 

In  May, 1878, Mr. Chesley was married at Ridge Farrn to Miss Ida 91. 
Dicken, who was born at that place in 1860, a daughter of David Dicken, also 
a native of Vermilion county, his birth occurring in Elwood township. Five 
children blessed this union, all of whom are still living, namely : Beulah V. ; Edna 
May, now Mrs. Laflin; Annie D., who is being educated at Nashville, Tennessee ; 
Alice; and Robert E. The parents hold membership in the First Methodist 
Episcopal church and are widely and favorably known throughout this their 
native county. 

Fraternally Mr. Chesley holds membership in the Knights of Pythias, the 
Modern Woodmen of America, the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks 
and the Court of Honor. His political support is given the republican party, 
but he has never taken a very active part in political affairs, though he served 
two years as alderman of the fourth ward. H e  is, however, a very progressive, 
enterprising man, who takes a deep interest in public affairs and never with- 
holds his support from any object which he believes calculated to prove of public 
benefit. As a business man he stands high in the esteem of his fellow citizens 
and the success that has come to him is but the just reward of his own earnest 
and persistent efforts. 

H. P. BLAIR. 

One of the highly esteemed citizens of Vermilion county who has gained a 
gratifying degree of independence financially entirely through his own 
exertions is H. P. Blair. H e  was born in Breckinridge county, Kentucky, N+ 
vember 22, 1849, and is a son of Mrs. Rosenna (Pyles) Blair. Early in his 
life he was deprived of his parents, who were supposed to be native Kentuckians, 
and although he grew up without the loving protection of a father or mother, 
he possessed endowments of mind and heart that carried him through many 
difficulties and enabled him as a young man to avoid the quicksands in which so 
many promising young men have been engulfed. 

He was educated in the common schools, and on the farm he acquired habits 
of industry and economy which it is difficult to  teach successfully in a city, and 
by years of patient labor and good management he became the owner of a f a n  
which he improved until it is now one of the valuable properties of the county. 
It comprises two hundred and fonty acres and is provided with a comfortable 
residence and with barns capable of sheltering many head of stock. Many im- 
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provements on the farm Mr. Blair has made with his own hands, and to the 
development of the land which he acquired many years ago he has devoted the 
principal energies of his life. He  also is the owner of real estate in the same 
locality and of a beautiful and commodious residence and grounds in Potomac, 
where he now lives. 

On November 25, 1875, hfr. Blair was united in marriage to Miss Nancy A. 
Adams, a daughter of George JV. and Sylvia Ann (Buck) Adams, the former 
of whom was born January 27, 1829, and the latter May I, 1833. Three children 
were born to  Mr. and Mrs. Adams: Samuel, who married Esther Call and is 
now a resident of Oklahoma; Sarah, who first married J. C. Leonard, who died 
in 1891, afterward becoming the wife of Frank Jliles, now deceased, and makes 
her home at present in Potomac; and Xancy A., who was born January IS, 1856, 
and is the wife of our  subject. One child has blessed the union of Mr. and 
Mrs. Blair, George Edward, who is now conducting a farm near Potomac. 

Mr. Blair has for many years been identified with the democratic party, but 
he is liberal in his views and often votes for a man regardless of the ticket which 
he represents. As a patriotic citizen he has performed such duties as  he has 
been called upon to- undertake by his neighbors and he is a t  presen~t a member 
of the city board. Socially he is connected with the Modern Woodmen of 
America and he and his wife are both earnest members of the Unmited Brethren 
church, and in their lives have aimed to follow the teachings of the great Master. 
Mr. Blair is known as  an  up-to-date farmer and a conscientious man who firmly 
believes in the institutions of his state and country and is always willing to 
lend his assistence in promoting the public good. He and his estimable wife 
have many friends and acquaintances who appreciate their sterling qualities. 

WILLIAM RAY JEWELL. 

William Ray Jewell, son of Benson and Martha McKinley Jewell, was born 
in Spencer county, Kentucky, August 7 .  1837, and was brought to the new 
home of his parents in  Curry township, Sullivan county, Indiana, in his third 
year. There he had a happy childhood, roaming and hunting small game and 
wild fruits in the magnificent forests, fishing and bathing in the streams, attend- 
ing school, spelling and singing schools and church in the old log meeting and 
school houses. With those pleasures was mingled much hard work in aiding to 
wnquer a farm from the primeval forest; like other children of that region and 
time he was set to  work very young in picking up chips, trash and brush and 
feeding it into the big log heaps to be burned, often working ten and twelve 
hours per d,ay. There were no child labor laws in those days to prevent chil- 
dren from doing pretty hard work; but each child had a law in his own being 
called "shirk," which was a pretty good protection against overwork. From 
light work he was advanced to the hardest of work in felling great trees, mak- 
ing them iilio rails, aiding to roll them into heaps to be burned, working in the 
harvest fields, and all that was done on a rooty, stumpy farm, where roots 
bruised the shins and horseflies tormented the best of men to strong words- 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY O F  VERMILION COUNTY 385 

Out of that toil and play of childhood come bright memories of faces, voices 
and songs which will cheer the heart in all work, joy and suffering to the last 
hour. 

At fifteen Mr. Jewell went to Terre Haute to learn to be a printer in the 
Il'abash Courier office of Judge Cunard. He  had longed to be a printer since 
reading in childhood a sketch of Ben Franklin, The Printer. H e  soon became 
both local editor and typesetter. That is, he \\-as sent out to gather items. told 
to set them up without copy, "out of memory," as the editor-in-chief put it. and 
read proof in the stick. JVhile at this work he studied law under the tutelage 
of Colonel Richard \V. Thompson, "Old hian Eloquent," and was admitted to 
the bar. He  took Colonel Thompson as his model in oratory and genteel deport- 
ment and remembers him with veneration to this day. hfr. Jexell truly says 
that the printing business, in all its departments, has been made over since that 
day. 

JJ7hen he aspired to a college education he consulted Colonel Thompson, 
who said. "JVell. my boy. you can make it and there is nothing that you can do 
that will pay you better." He  then took a preparatory course of that pioneer 
Yankee teacher and noble man, Professor Moses Soule, of Terre Haute, who 
was as much help of all that is inspiring in young manhood. as he was an 
aid to book learning. In Terre Haute Mr. Jewell lived much in the family of 
H. H. Teel, in which temperance, morality and good literature were cultivated; 
and to that family, especially to Mrs. Emma Ross Teel, he has always felt much 
indebted for moral and intellectual culture, only less than to his own home and 
parents. 

By hard work in the printing office and reporting, and by sowing wheat on 
rented ground in the fall, and getting it harvested by swapping work with the 
farmers to get it cut and threshed, he made his way to the beginning of his last 
year in what is now Butler College, Irvington, near Indianapolis, Indiana. Then 
the great war of the '60s burst with fiery fury upon the country. From that 
hour hlr. Jewell gave his time to the cause of the Union. Being a persuasive 
speaker, he was busy with the work of recruiting until 1862, when President 
Lincoln made a call for three hundred thousand more men. Mr. Jewell worked 
with all his force in recruiting several regiments, himself enlisting as a private 
in Company G, Seventy-second Indiana Infantry, which rendezvoused at La 
Fayette, of which Abram 0 .  Miller was made colonel, one of the bravest and 
ablest commanders; the regiment was part of IViIder's famous brigade, mounted 
and armed with seven shooting Spencer rifles. He  was made orderly sergeant 
of his company and soon promoted to lieutenant. He  was one of six brothers 
who were in the Union army at the same time, three of whom fell in the service 
and one of whom died after the close of the war of disease contracted in the 
service. 

In 1863, after the hard battle of Stone River, discontent became so keen 
among the soldiers that many were deserting, and the morals of the arm?' was 
much depressed. This was caused by the persistant misrepresentation of news- 
papers and speakers, who paused at no falsehood against President Lincoln and 
commanders in the field. Such writers and speakers asserted in every possible 
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distortion, that Lincoln's sole purpose in carrying on the war was to free the 
"niggers." To  prove this they used the President's emancipation proclamation 
of January  st, 1863. They insisted that Lincoln loved the "niggersy' so well 
that he would sacrifice thousands of white men's precious lives to free them 
contrary to the constitution and the laws. "What are the lives and limbs of 
thousands of white soldiers to Lincoln, compared to the freedom of the niggers! 
Nothing!" With that sort of writing and speaking all those who had soldiers in 
the army were advised to write them and urge them to get out of the army at 
once, and in any way. 

Many relatives and friends were in deepest grief over soldiers slain in the ter- 
rible battle of Stone River. Other great battles must follow. Many of the 
soldiers who received such letters deserted and others took them to their officers. 
The discontent in the army and at home became so acute that Governor Morton 
decided to have a host of men to come home from the army, go among the 
people and speak to them kindly (not calling them discontented "rebels" and 
"butternuts,") but friends and fellow citizens, and refute the falsehoods of dis- 
loyal writers and speakers. The two main ar,ments used were Presidents Lin- 
coln's famous letter August 22, 1862 in reply to Horace Greeley's letter of 
August 19, 1862, criticizing the Presidents's delay in emancipation, in which the 
President forcefully sets out, "What I do as to the negro and slavery, I do to 
save the Union." Second, that in his emancipation proclamation of January 
 st, 1863, the President left slavery undisturbed in all states and parts of states 
not in rebellion against the United States authorities, where it would have been 
easiest to set the slaves free. 

Mr. Jewel1 was chosen as one of such speakers, and took some of those let- 
ters into the homes of the soldiers to whom they had been written. Some of 
the letters had been forged, and the relatives of the soldiers knew not that they 
had been sent. The parents of other soldiers frankly acknowledged that they 
had written or dictated some of them, because they felt that their sons were 
being sacrificed for the freedom of the negro, in gross violation of the constitu- 
tion. 

"We are willing our sons should die for the Union; but that they should 
die to free the 'nigger,' we are not willing," they sobbingly said as they trembled 
with emotion. Those men and women were not rebels, not butternuts, but mis- 
led patriots. The men and papers they had trusted had deceived them. Surely 
all who have sympathy for parental love can understand and forgive such ag- 
grieved ones. In all cases but a few they were reconciled and wrote to their 
boys to stay in the army, when the explanation was made from President Lin- 
coln's letter to Greeley, and his proclamation, and when it was added that the 
President was enlisting negro troops to serve on front under white officers, so 
that our soldiers would not have "to eat from the same dishes and sleep in 
the same beds with stinking niggers" as the falsifying writers and speakers put 
it; for negro equality was then a bug-bear with many good people. 

Thank God those days are long since passed. The boys and their loved 
ones became reconciled and endured hardness like good soldiers. Those letters 
are mostly ashes and dust, and the names of their writers hidden from citicism, 
and we have but one country, and one flag. 
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When the work named above was done, Governor Morton commissioned h4r. 
Jewell captain of a company at Indianapolis, which did not want to go to  the field 
and got permission to remain at home on duty. Captain Jewell desired to go to the 
field, and Governor Morton commissioned him as a staff officer of Colonel Ira 
G. Grover, of the Seventh Indiana Infantry, which belonged to the Iron Brigade, 
commanded by Colonel Wadsworth, and after he was killed in the Wilderness 
by General Bragg, of Wisconsin, and in this command he concluded his ser- 
vice. After the expiration of the time of the Seventh Indiana, Mr. Jewel1 as- 
sisted in recruiting the One Hundred and Forty-sixth Indiana Volunteers, of 
which Slajor &I. C. Welch was made colonel, and Captain Jewell made a staff 
officer. The new regiment went into the field but saw little service on account 
of the end of the war. 

He completed his course in Butler College, lived for a time in Danville, 
Indiana, then went to LaFayette for a few years, where he was partner with 
Morely and Marsteller in the lumber business, looking after collections and legal 
matters for the firm; and there he was again admitted to the bar, as the records 
of Vigo county had burned in the courthouse at Terre Haute. From LaFayette, 
nearly forty years ago, he came to Danville for the purpose of entering the print- 
ing business, and with Colonel Richard H. Johnson, of Roselawn, khis city, 
established the Danville News, which became part of the IIlinois Printing Com- 
pany, which Mr. Jewell aided to establish, and of which he was an officer, as 
well as editor of the News for many years. He  sold his interest in the Illinois 
Printing Company, and bought the News which he continued to edit for some 
years, when he aided to merge it with the Commercial of this city as the Com- 
mercial-News, and after aiding to edit it for three years he sold his interest to 
John Harrison and W. J. Parrett, having been on the tripod in this city for a 
generation, and for fifty years in all, with but little time off since he began in 
his boyhood in Terre Haute. H e  has also edited the history of the Seventy- 
second Indiana, said to be one of the best of its order, and aided in the history 
,of the Seventh Indiana, published by Captain Orville Thomson, of Greensburg, 
Indiana. He is now the historian of Wilder's famous brigade, and has always 
been a favorite with the soldiers with whom he served, an officer of their or- 
ganizations, and steadily their reunion speaker. 

Mr. Jewel1 has been a political speaker from boyhood, making his first 
speeches for John C. Fremont, in 1856, before he was old enough to vote. He 
4 s  presidential elector for Garfield, 1880, for Harrison, 1888, and for Mc- 
Kinley, 1896. He has attended state conventions as a delegate for many years 
and has been on the resolutions committee so much that he is often dubbed as 
"Old Resoluter." He  cast his first and second presidential votes for Abraham 
Lincoln, and his last one for William H. Taft. H e  is the close and almost life- 
long friend of Speaker Joseph G. Cannon, whom he regards as one of the ablest 
and purest statesmen that the nation has produced. 

Thirty odd years ago the majority of the republican party in Vermilion 
county ran down to a very narrow margin on account of the unsystematic and 
what many thought unfair method of nominating candidates. Mr. Jewell was 
urged -ko take the chairmanship of the county committee and accepted on condi- 
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tion that the party leaders would aid in adopting and enforcing fair primary 
elections. By aid of Hon. J. G. Cannon, Judge 0. L. Davis, Judge R. IV. Han- 
ford, John W. Dale, George Dillon, Hon. John G. Holden, Hon. Milton Lee, 
State Senator George Hunt of Edgar, and others, an excellent system was 
framed by which primaries in the county were held under the forms of the 
regular election laws. for over thirty years, during which the republican major- 
ities so increased as to make this county one of the foremost republican coun- 
ties in the state. Many other counties in the state and from other states sent 
for copies of Vermilion's primary and adopted it ;  and this primary system was 
among the first, perhaps the first in this state, or  in the Union, held under the 
forms of law, and was f a r  better than the present primary law of this state. 

In  politics and all relations of life Mr. Jewell is a reconciler, a harmonizer, a 
peace-maker. His motto is: "Forgetting the things that are behind, let us press 
forward. Look forward and fight forward." H e  adds that "only savages look 
backward and fight backward, instead of reconciling, uniting and fighting for- 
ward, and that is what keeps them savages, and that too, is the cause of so 
many failures in politics and in all walks of life." "If a man is not with you 
in this election, have him with you in the next, if fair, cordial means will avail, 
as they generally do. Forget the past but remember whom to trust." 

One who has known Mr. Jewell well for many years says: "A clear voice, 
distinct articulation, an excellent presence, a perfect command of words, a limit- 
less store of information which he focuses with powerful logic, a clear mind, 
quick to see the relation of things, a wit which with a flash withers or  illuminates, 
a poetic imagery, and remarkable mental alertness, combine to make Mr. Jewell 
an orator of distinction. He is always in sympathy with the occasion, whether 
serious or  festal, and always compels attention. H e  commands alike the tears 
and smiles of his hearers and never permits things to become dull. 

I t  is often remarked that Mr. Jewell might be called at any time without a 
moment's notice and he would make a good talk on any subject. There are 
several occasions which come to mind where men of national reputation as  
speakers who have been engaged for a long period ahead in order to insure a 
fitting address for an important occasion, have been unable to keep their en- 
gagement and at the last moment have telegraphed that fact; when Mr. Jewel1 
was called upon and within the hour began an address which when finished not only 
met the situation but was the occasion of expressions of satisfaction that the 
original plan had miscarried." 

General Wilder says: "At a recent campfire a t  a meeting of the society of 
the A m y  of the Cumberland at Chattanooga, Tennessee, Mr. Jewell showed 
E s  power as a speaker in a marked manner. When the campfires were almost 

out on account of dull speeches and inapt allusions, Comrade Jewell was called 
on. After a few sentences all were laughing at the apt wit of the speaker, and 
after getting the attention of all present Mr. Jewell in burning words recounted 
the struggles of the great armies of as brave men as ever met in battle, on the 
classic fields about Chattanooga, where tens of thousands literally melted into 
the sod, consecrating it forever. Where troops on both sides met one another 

in manly contest for what they believed to be right, fought it out like men and 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

like men ceased to fight, and were so magnanimous, wise and brave as to have 

but one country, one flag and one destiny when the fight was done. Veterans of 
both the Federal and Confederate armies roared with patriotic applause." 

General and Ex-Congressman Charles H. Grosvener was called on to  speak 
after Mr. Jewell and said, "I cannot follow Comrade Jewell's cheerful, wise 
and timely address; it was so replete with charity and loyalty that it reminds 
one of the broad charity of the Apostle Paul. I think that Comrade Jewell 
should be sent over the Union to  melt and fuse men in g d - w i l l  and for the right." 

Everyone who has been in touch with the political situation in Vermilion 
and surrounding counties fo r  the past forty years knows that Mr. Jewell's power 
as a speaker ,has been a constant force in building up and maintaining the re- 
publican majorities which his county and the fifteenth congressional district 
have always rolled up. And l i r .  Jewell has often in the hard political battles 
of the past four decades responded to calls to go over the state and into other 
states to help hold things in line. 

Mr. Jewell's position as a speaker has always been wliolesome and hopeful. 
He believes that the world is good now and is getting better all the time. In 
his heart there is no place for a philosophy which is not large enough to save 
all that nature has created. 

Many offers have come to Mr. Jewell to devote himself to the lecture field, 
while he has filled many engagements of this character at  chautauquas and with 
other organizations, he has refused all engagements that would take him from 
home any considerable length of time. 

Mr. Jewell has also been postmaster for several years, having been appointed 
by Presidents Arthur, Harrison, McKinley, Roosevelt and Taft. He is a sort 
of general pastor and often speaks at the funerals of those of liberal mind, al- 
ways with some regular preacher, seeking to  set forth no new doctrine, but 
speaking of the deceased and striving to  give peace to those in sorrow by words 
of faith, hope and charity. 

H e  has lived at  210 Robinson street, for almost forty years. His ambition 
has been to rear a good family, and by the aid of the most excellent motherhood 
seven children have come to adult age. all of whom are industrious, sober, and 
respectable. T o  stay with his family and aid in their training, he has gladly 
sacrificed all prospects of official promotion that would break up his home and 
family. 

Ed Hushaw operates an excellent farm of two hundred and forty acres in 
Ross township on the Bethel road about four miles from Rossville, and in its 
fur'ther cultivation and improvement is busily engaged, his labors bringing him a 
substantial return in large and abundant harvests. H e  is yet a young man and 
if he pursues in the course that he has already marked out and followed, he 
will undoubtedly win greater success as the years go by. 

H e  was born in this county on the 5th of October, 1883, and is a son of 
T. J. and Fannie (Seymour) Hushaw, well known and representative residents 
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of this county. Upon the homestead farm Ed Hnshaw was reared, pursuing his 
education in the schools of Ross township until he had mastered the branches 
of learning that constitute the curriculum. He worked upon the home farm 
through the periods of vacation and early became familiar with all the duties and 
labors that fall to the lot of the agriculturist. Therefore he was qualified by broad 
practical experience to begin 'farming on his own account after attaining his 
majority. His work is conducted along practical and progressive lines and he 
is systematic in all that he does, so that there is no loss of labor or material. He 
recognizes the fact that unabating industry, intelligently directed, is the only 
sure foundation on which to build success, and he is therefore diligently prosecut- 
ing his labors in the cultivation of an excellent farm of two hundred and forty 
acres. 

On the 24th of October, I*, Mr. Hushaw was married to Miss Maud 
Miller, a daughter of George and Anna (Haas) Miller. This marriage has been 
blessed with one child, Charles Franklin, who is the life and joy of the house- 
hold. The parents belong to the United Brethren church and are highly esteemed 
in the community where they reside, the hospitality of the best homes being 
freely accorded them. 

RICHARD PUZEY. 

Richard Puzey, one of the large landowners and substantial farmers of Cat- 
lin township, was born in that township on the farm which is yet his home, 
on the 26th of October, 1849. His parents were Richard and Amelia 
Jane (Cork) Puzey, both natives of England, whence they came to America 
in 1847. They were married in Catlin township, Vermilion county, Illinois, and 
here the father engaged in farming upon a tract of land which he had entered 
the year following his arrival in this country and upon which their son Richard 
now resides. Their remaining days were passed upon that farm, the mother 
dying there in 1867. Mr. Puzey survived his wife many years, his death oc- 
curring in 19, when he had attained the remarkable old age of ninety-four 
years and eleven months. 

Richard Puzey, the only son of the family, was reared upon the old home- 
stead and acquired his education in the country schools of the district. Dur- 
ing the periods of vacation he assisted in the work of the fields, early becoming 
familiar with the tasks that fall to the lot of the country lad, and as he grew 
in years and strength aided more and more largely until he had thoroughly 
mastered the branches of farm work from early spring plowing to the late autumn 
harvest. Upon attaining his majority he took full charge of the old homestead 
and he has since directed his energies to its further development and improv* 
ment. He began his independent business career well prepared by thorough 
training and previous experience, and his farming has ever been carried on ac- 
cording to modern and progressive methods. That his efforts along agricultural 
lines were calculated to bring good results is indicated by the fact that he is now 
the owner of seven hundred acres of fine farm land, all located in Vermilion 
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county and ail under a high state of cultivation, constituting him one of the large 
property owners in his district. In addition to raising the cereals best adapted 
to soil and climate, he has also engaged extensively in the raising and feeding 
of stocks of all kinds, and he has found ready sale and good prices for his product, 
owing to its g o d  quality. 

I t  was on the 24th of March, 1871, that Mr. Puzey was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Elizabeth Sarah Church, who was born in Catlin township and 
is a daughter of G. 1V. F. and Sarah E. (Jones) Church. Both parents were 
born in England and came to America in 1848, where they were married and 
where their remaining years were spent. Mrs. Puzey was one of a family of 
eight children born to her parents, and by her marriage became the mother of 
six children, as follows: Alice E., the wife of James H. Graves, of Georgetown 
township; Matilda M., the wife of Thomas A. Hinton, of the same township; 
George R., a resident of Catlin township; Florence E., the wife of L. V. Jones, 
of Georgetown township; Ernest A., who married Myrtle Smith and lives across 
the road from the old homestead; and Elsie A., yet at  home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Puzey are members of the Methodist Episcopal church of Cat- 
lin, the teachings of which constitute the guiding force in their lives. He is a 
member of Catlin Lodge, KO. 538, I. 0. 0. F., in which he has filled all of the 
chairs, and his political support is given to the republican party. For nine years 
he served as road commissioner and for twenty-three years as a school director, 
and has ever been a stanch advocate of progress and reform, doing all in his 
power to further the influence of those measures which have for their object 
the development and upbuilding of the community. H e  is one of the directors of 
the First National Bank of Catlin, and the prominent place which he has attained 
in the business circles is indicative of the upright methods and honorable deal- 
ings which have ever governed his relations with his fellowmen. Having passed 
his entire life within the borders of this township, his record is well known to 
the residenrts of this locality, and the fact that many of his warmest friends 
are those who have known him from his boyhood days indicates that his salient 
characteristics are such as awaken confidence, respect and good-will. 

B. B. BROWN. 

One of the most enterprising business firms of Bismarck is that of E. D. 
and B. B. Brown, brothers, who are  conducting important commercial and in- 
dustrial interests as dealers in hardware, implements and lumber. They have 
built up an extensive trade and their enterprising methods and careful manage- 
ment promise further success in the future. B. B. Brown has always lived in 
Vermilion county, his birth having here occurred April IS? 1875. Mention of 
his parents is made elsewhere in this connection with the sketch of E. D. Brown. 
From the time he was six years of age until he attained his majority, B. B. 
Brown lived with his brother-in-law, William M. Stevens, and during that period 
mastered the branches of learning taught in the public schools, thus becoming 
well qualified for active and onerous duties of business life. On reaching man's 
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estate he began work a t  the carpenter's trade in connection with his brother, 
E. D. Brown, and three years Iater they formed a partnership for the conduct 
of a lumber, hardware and implement business, in which they have since con- 
tinued. They are accorded a liberal patronage in each line and their business 
is annually growing in volume and importance. The success of the undertaking 
is attributable in no small measure to B. B. Brown, whose careful and systematic 
methods and keen business discernment constitute important elements in the at- 
tainment of prosperity. 

On the *3d of October, ~ p ,  3Ir. Erown was married to Miss Estella A. 
French, who was born in this county, July 3, 1876, and is a daughter of IY. D. 
and Lucinda (Deck) French, both of whom are now deceased. Their family 
numbered five children, all yet living. The home of Mr. and Mrs. Brown has 
been blessed with two children : Helen hf ay, born February 24, 1902 ; and Elston 
W., born March 29, 194. The parents h d d  membership in the Church of Christ. 
in which Mr. Erown is serving as one of the deacons. They both take an active 
and helpful interest in church work and are generous supporters of the cause. 

VITithoue desire for office as a reward for party fealty, Mr. Erown gives un- 
faltering allegiance to the republican party. The spirit of marked enterprise 
which has been the dominant factor in the upbuilding of the middle west finds 
exemplification in his life. Early realizing that persistent labor is the basis of 
all honorable success, he has put forth diligent effort along mercantile lines and 
has secured a gratifying trade by reason of honest dealing and earnest effort to 
please his patrons. 

JOHN M. McCABE. 

The success of any community is due in large measure to the efforts of 
men of the stamp of John M. McCabe-men who bring things to pass and 
whose connection with business and public life speaks for progress and ad- 
vancement. A spirit of energy and determination has ever characterized the 
career of Mr. McCabe since entering the business world on his own account 
a t  the age of nineteen years, and during the intervening years his ambition 
has led him into connection with various enterprises, which, in the main, have 
proved substantial stepping stones to the gratifying degree of success which 
he today enjoys. He  is one of Vermilion county's adopted sons, his birth occur- 
ring in Dearborn county, Indiana, on the 19th of February, 1844, a son of Alex- 
ander and Rhoda (Knapp) McCabe. The father was born in Ohio and the 
mother in New York, and in childhood they went with their respective families 
to Indiana, where they were reared and married. They began their domestic 
life on a farm in D e a r b r n  county, that state, and there remained until 1870, 
when they removed to northwest Missouri, where they made their home for 
twenty or  twenty-five years. At  the expiration of that period they went to In- 
dependence, California, and there spent their remaining days. 

On the homestead in his native county John M. McCabe spent the period 
of his boyhood and youth, and being one of a large family of children, was 
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early assigned tasks about the farm and acquired practical experience which 
was at  once thorough and comprehensive. I n  the meantime, however, his men- 
tal training was not neglected, for during the winter months he attended the 
public schools near his home and the knowledge thus acquired was supplemented 
by reading and study at  home. Because of the smallness of the home farm 
the father permitted his sons to start out in the business world on their own ac- 
count at  the age of eighteen years, but John McCabe was nineteen years old ere 
he embarked independently, owing to the fact that his father had promised him 
a colt if he would remain and assist him in the cultivation of the home fields 
for another year. He  earned his colt and upon leaving his parents' home came 
direct to Vermilion county, Illinois, where the following summer was spent as 
a farm hand in the employ of J. M. Daugherty, of Vance township. In  the 
fall and winter of 1863-64 he was engaged in teaching in the district schools 
of Vermilion county, and themoney thus received made it possible, in the summer 
of the latter year, to pursue a seminary course in Danville. In the fall of 1864 
he was married and for several years thereafter he carried on agricultural pur- 
suits during the summer season, 1%-hile the winter months were devoted to teach- 
ing. His efforts in both lines proved successful and in the meantime his indus- 
try and economy made it possible for him to save a goodly portion of his earn- 
ings. Leaving the farm in 1880, he came to Fairmount, at  which time he be- 
came closely identified with the business interests of this city. Immediately 
after his arrival here he purchased an interest in the Fairmount Grist hlills, 
with which he was connected for a b u t  eighteen months, after which he sold 
out and entered the tile business. For twenty years or  more he was engaged 
in the manufacture of tile, in which connection he worked up an extensive 
trade, his indefatigable energy and unremitting industry proving salient features 
in the success of the enterprise. Not content, however, to confine his efforts to 
one line of activity alone, his progressive spirit led him into other fields and in 
1893 he erected an opera house building. with store rooms beneath in which 
he conducted a mercantile business for several years. In 1897 he suffered a 
heavy loss through the destruction of his building and stock by fire, but, un- 
daunted by this misfortune, he rebuilt the store rooms and continued his mer- 
cantile business for some five or six years, when he disposed of his business 
and gave his entire time and attention to the management of his farming in- 
terests. He  owns one hundred and forty acres of -valuable farming land in 
Vernlilion county, the operation of which he personally conducted until about 
two years ago, since which time he has rented the land and has lived retired 
from active business life. H e  is the owner of one of the handsomest homes in 
Fairmount, his residence being constructed of concrete blocks and white cement 
bricks, which he manufactured himself. The combination of brick and stone, 
t e e the r  with the beautiful architectural design, gives a very attractive and pleas- 
ing effect. For some years prior to  the building of the house Mr. McCabe was 
engaged in the cement block business in connection with his other interests, 
and became very proficient in the manufacture of both blocks and bricks, his 
present home showing the skill and taste of a master hand. During a long 
and intensely busy career, in which Mr. McCabe has been identified with 
various enterprises, not all days have been bright, for he has met with some 
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severe losses and grave disappointments. He  lost heavily in the lead mines of 
Missouri, and in connection with his tile business experimented on a patent of 
his own for the manufacture of a roofing tile, the failure of which was due 
to the lack of suitable clay with which to make the material. Four years ago 
he organized and was made president of an oil company for the prospecting 
for oil, but this enterprise, also, was doomed to failure, for after much prospect- 
ing they failed to develope any paying wells. He possessed that pluck and deter- 
mination, however, which enabled him to rise above the difficulties and sur- 
mount the obstacles and, when one avenue of activity seemed closed to him, 
he sought out new paths and in the main his efforts were crowned with substan- 
tiaI results. His good business ability and keen discernment were salient elements 
in his struggle for success and were potent factors in gaining him the position 
which he later occupied among the most prosperous and influential business 
men of the city. 

In 1864 Mr. McCabe was united in marriage to Miss Mary E. Dougherty, 
whose father, Samuel Dougherty, came to Vermilion county, Illinois, from Ohio 
about 1834. H e  located in Vance tox.vnship where he resided for many years, 
but is now deceased. The home'of Mr. and Mrs. McCabe was blessed with four 
children, two of which, however, passed away in infancy. Their two surviv- 
ing daughters, Effie E. and Elsie E., are graduates of the Fairmount high schml 
and are yet under the parental roof. 

Mr. McCabe is serving as trustee of the Presbyterian church of this city, 
of which he and his family are members, and they occupy a high place in the 
social circles in which they move, the hospitality of many of the best families 
being cordially extended to them, while their own beautiful home is the favorite 
resort of a large circle of close friends. The family are members of the Order 
of the Eastern Star, and Mr. McCabe is identified with the Masonic body, be- 
longing to Fairmount Lodge, No. 590, A. F. & A. M., in which he has passed 
through all of the chairs. He is likewise a member of Fairmount Camp, No. 
1868. M. W. A., in which he has filled all of the chairs and of which he served 
as venerable consul for a number of years. In politics he has never been gov- 
erned by party ties but cast an independent ballot, supporting the best men and 
most desirable measures, regardless of their party affiliation. H e  has filled all of 
the civic offices, including that of mayor of Fairmount, has served as justice 
of the peace, has been a member of the town council at different times and 
also occupied the office of school treasurer of the township, the cause of educa- 
tion ever finding in him a stanch champion. 

Eminently progressive in his citizenship, he has ever been found in the 
foremost ranks of those who are striving for the best interests of the com- 
munity and whose efforts are potent elements in the work of advancement 
which is being carried on in Vermilion county. He has been one of the most 
prominent advocates and workers for the traction line extension from Catlin 
to Fairmount which has been proposed and will doubtless materialize in the not 
far distant future, and he has been a leader along many other lines of improve- 
ment and development. Such in brief is the life record of John M. McCabe- 
a record which in its entirety is but another proof of the fact that no matter 
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what the early environment and advantages of the individual may be, the 
strongest characters are developed in those men who have had much to con- 
tend with and have had to make the most of their opportunities, and that in- 
dustry, energy and integrity will win success in the long run. He is numbered 
among the most prominent and influential citizens of Fairmount, and his is a 
splendid example of the power and force of honorable manhood, of earnest ef- 
fort and of high principle. 

STEVE EVANS. 

Steve Evans, formerly identified with farming interests but now engaged in 
the real-estate business in RossviIle, in which connection he has a large clientage 
and is meeting with success, was born in Fentress county, Tennessee, on the 
17th of January, 1859, his parents being Elliott and Sarah (Crockett) Evans. 
His maternal grandfather was a cousin of David Crockett. the noted explorer 
and Indian fighter, and was one of the early settlers of Kentucky. Elliott Evans, 
the father, was born in Tennessee and devoted his life to general agricultural 
pursuits, becoming the owner of considerable land. At the outbreak of the Civil 
war he remained loyal to his loved southland and enlisted in the Confederate 
army, serving with the rank of captain under Colonel Dibbrell. 

Reared at the old family home in Tennessee, Steve Evans of this review 
pursued his education in a private school of that state which he attended to 
the age of sixteen years. Through the period of his boyhood he was also trained 
in the work of the home farm and gained practical experience< that afterward 
proved of value to him in the conduct of his private business interests. When 
his education was completed he made his way northward to Indianapolis and 
soon afterward secured employment a t  farm labor in that part of Indiana. Later 
he returned to Tennessee and subsequently came to Vermilion county, Illinois, 
remaining for a short time at  Houpeston and at La Fayette. In 1880 he took 
up his abode in the vicinity of Rossville, where he entered the employ of a farmer 
and when he had saved a part of his earnings he rented land and began farming 
on his own account. When his capable management and careful expenditure 
brought him sufficient capital to justify the purchase of land he bought a farm 
and at different times thus invested in property, buying and then selling when 
a favorable opportunity presented. In this way he constantly realized a profit 
and gradually worked into the real-estate business in which he is now engaged. 
He  has not only handled lands in lTerrnilion county, but also has interests in 
Texas and other states. 

On the 17th of December, 1882, Mr. Evans was united in marriage to Miss 
Sarah Hallowell and unto them have been born two children, Gertrude, who 
is a graduate of the high school of Rossville and is now the wife of Robert 
Braden; and Austin, who is also a high school graduate and has pursued a busi- 
ness course, since which time he has gone west, being now located in California. 
The family belong to the Methodist Episcopal church, to the support of which 
Mr. Evans contributes liberally. His life has been guided by its principles and 
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his fellow townsmen find him a reliable man under all circumstances. His en- 
terprise and laudable ambition have carried him into important business relations 
and at all times the course that he has pursued has commended him to the good 
will and confidence of those who know him. 

WILLIAM TRIMMELL. 

One of the most worthy citizens of Vermilion county is William Trimmell, 
now living retired after a lung life of activity and usefulness, in the course of 
which he has contributed in an eminent degree to the development of this region 
and the establishment of the present gratifying condition of advancement and pros- 
perity. For four score years, during the entire span of his life, has he been a resi- 
dent of this county and, therefore, he ranks with the pioneers who found this region 
a wilderness and here wrought with such energy and faithfulness that it has be- 
come one of the garden spots of the state and is recognized as one of the most 
desirable places of residence anywhere to be found. In a life time Mr. Trimmell 
has witnessed the wondrous change and now in ease and comfort he has turned 
the care of the farm over to younlger hands, and he enjoys the rest which he 
has earned by many years of self-denial and well directed labor. 

Mr. Trimmell was born in Vermilion county, April 14, 1830, and is a son 
of William and Sarah (Gillen) Trimmell, his father having been a native of 
France and his mother of Kentucky. The father came to this country with his 
parents when a child and lived in Kentucky until 1823, when he removed to 
Vermilion county, Illinois. He  was married in Kentucky and he and his wife 
were early settlers of this state, he being one of the men who assisted in lay- 
ing out the original village which is now the city of Danville. For many years 
after establishing themselves here Mr. and Mrs. Trimmell lived in primitive 
style in a log house and in this house most of their children were born and reared. 
Hinges of the door were of hickory withes, the windows were of oiled paper 
and the family cooking was accomplished in a great fireplace which occupied 
nearly an entire end of the room. In those days the puncheon floor and the 
clapboard roof were to be found only in the homes of the most favored. Frame 
houses were unknown until after the introduction of the sawmill, the furniture 
was of the simplest description and such as could be made principally with the 
axe, but a generous hospitality prevailed of which we in the present day have 
little conception, while the social gatherings of the young people were enjoyed fully 
as heartily as the most elaborate functions nowadays. I t  was under these con- 
ditions that the foundations of the state were laid and it is doubtful whether 
a braver or more persevering people ever lived than the pioneers who redeemed 
the wilderness and established homes where now are to be seen every blessing 
of modem civilization. 

The head of the family entered the land upon which he began farming and in 
Iater years he devoted a great deal of attention to handling live stock. At the 
time of his death he was the owner of five hundred acres of land, also having 
deeded to his children several hundred acres previous to that time. He departed 
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this life in 1848, his faithful companion continuing to live with her children until 
she was called to her reward in 1890. Seven children blessed their union, of 
whom three are now living; Mrs. Elizabeth Vincent, of Danville; Mrs. Beckie 
Piepfer, of California; and William. 

The subject of our review grew up in the pioneer home, sharing in its joys 
and sorrows, assisting in the hard work necessary in removing the forest and 
breaking the soil of the prairie and securing such meager education as was pos- 
sible at the log schoolhouse in the neighborhood. He  has all his life k e n  iden- 
tified with the farm, continuing actively at his work until 1900, when he rented 
his farm but still lives at  the homestead. He is the owner of three hundred 
acres of highly improved land and has also, according to the example set by his 
father, given to each of his children a farm. 

At the age of twenty-one years, in 1850, Mr. Trimrnell was happily united 
in marriage to Miss Roseilla Outten, a native of Delaware, who removed with 
her parents to Ohio and later to Illinois, where they permanently located. Three 
children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Trimmell: George W., a farmer of Blount 
township, who is now the owner of a farm of five hundred acres; William P., 
also a farmer of this county; and Laura, the wife o i  Eii Fox, a farmer of Ver- 
milion county. Mrs. Trimmell was to her husband an invaluable companion and 
assistant through all the years in which they were associated and was a con- 
sistent member o i  the Methodist Episcopal church. She passed away on the 
30th of September, 1910, at the age of eighty-one years. 

Politically Mr. Trimmell is an advocate of the principles of the republican 
party. He has never been an office seeker, as his attention has been mainly de- 
voted to the farm, but he has always assisted to the extent of his ability in the 
advancement of education and of those interests which aim to promote the wel- 
fare of the community. From his earliest recollection he has been identified 
with agricultural pursuits and the success that has attended his efforts is the 
result of practical knowledge and unwearied attention to a business for which 
he was well adapted. In  his declining years he enjoys the confidence of his 
neighbors and the gratitude of many to whom he has been truly a friend. Of 
such men it may well be said that they are the salt of the earth, the ones to 
whom the world instinctively pays sincere and lasting respect, accorded only 
to the t n ~ l y  deserving. 

WILLIAM P. HOLADAY. 

William P. Holaday is a well known representative of the Danville bar now 
engaged in general practice as a member of the firm of Hall & Holaday. He 
was born near Ridge Farm, his natal day being December 14, 1882. His father, 
G. &I. Holaday, is a native of Tennessee and at an early age accompan~ied his 
father to Illinois, the family locating at Vermilion Grove in 1850. They were 
members of the Society of Friends and were farming people. The father of 
our subject is still engaged in agricultural pursuits and stands high in the com- 
munity where he resides. In early manhood he married Martha Smith, who. 
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was born in this county, her father, William Smith, having coming here at a 
very early day with his father, Isaac Smith, who at one time owned the land 
on which the town of Ridge Farm now stands. 

William P. Holaday pursued his education at  Vermilion Academy, the Friends 
school located at Vermilion Grove, and later Penn College, which is also a Friends 
institution, a t  Oskaloosa, Iowa. Subsequently he studied law for one year at 
the University of Missouri and at  the end of that time entered the University 
of Illinois, where he continued his preparation for the legal profession. He 
served as assistant state's attorney under J. W. Keeslar in 1903-4 and then re- 
returned to the university, where he graduated from the law department in 
1905. Being admitted to the bar, he opened an office in Dznville the same year 
in partnership with A. R. Hall, under the firm name of Hall & Holaday, and has 
since been engaged in general practice, making steady progress in his profession. 

In 1906 at Indianola, Mr. Holaday was united in marriage to Miss Blanche 
Gorrnan, a native of Edgar county, Illinois, and a daughter of John and Eva 
(Hill) Gorman, now living in Indianola, Vermilion co~znty. For many years 
her father was engaged in farming in this county, but is now living retired. Mr. 
and Mrs. Hdaday have one child, Helen, born September 22, 1908, By birth- 
righ,t a Quaker, Mr. Holaday still holds membership in the Friends church and 
fraternally is identified with the Modern Woodmen of America. His political 
allegiance is given the republican party and he has taken quite an active and in- 
fluential part in local politics. His fellow citizens, recognizing his worth and 
ability, elected him to the legislature in November, 1908, and he most creditably 
filled that position. His salient qualities of character aside from his professional 
relations commend him to the confidence and good will of his fellowmen and 
his circle of friends is conmstantly increasing, a fact which indicates an honorable 
and successful career. 

CHURCH. 

The agricultural interests of Vermilion county are finding a worthy repre- 
sentative in H. G. Church, one of her native sons, whose birth occurred on 
the 10th of March, 1854. His parents were G. LV. F. and Sarah (Jones) 
Church, both natives of London, England, who came to America at an early 
day. The father entered land in Catlin township, Vermilion county, and for 
many years directed his efforts to general farming. He is now living retired, 
however, in Danville, at the age of eighty years, enjoying in the evening of 
life the fruits of his former years of toil. The mother, however. has passed 
away, her death occurring on the 28th of Aug~s t ,  1886, and of their eight chil- 
dren six remain to mourn her loss. 

This number includes H. G. Church who, like the other members of the 
family, was reared to maturity under the parental roof. At the usuaI age he 
became a student in the country schools near his home and therein acquired a 
p o d  knowledge of the common branches of learning, and the time not devoted 
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to his text-books was given to the work of the farm, in which he early assumed 
a part He remained at home until twenty-five years of age, when he entered 
u p  an independent business career as a renter, operating the d d  homestead 
in that capacity for about six years. He also conducted a dairy business dur- 
ing that time and met with su& success in his undertaking that at the end of 
that period he was able to purchase a farm from the earnings which he had 
carefuly saved. He became the owner of twenty-seven acres in Catlin town- 
ship, which formed the nucleus of his present farm, and from time to time, as 
he prospered, was able to add to his original holdings until his farm now com- 
prises two hundred and fifteen acres, all located in that township. He has in- 
stituted many improvements upon the place and the farm with its well tilled 
fields and well kept appearance is the visible evidence of the progressive meth- 
ods and unfaltering industry of its owner. 

Mr. Church was united in marriage in 1880 to Miss Lola M. Douglas, who 
was born in Vermilion county and is a daughter of Paten and Mary E. (Dicken) 
Douglas, natives of Kentucky and Indiana respectively. They came to this 
county in 1851 and here the father passed away in 1872. The mother still sur- 
vives, however, having reached her seventy-third year. Mrs. Church is cne of 
eight children born to her parents, all of whom are yet living and by her rnar- 
riage she has become the mother of four children, as follows: Nora B., the 
wife of D. 0. Kinder, of Vermilion county; Ralph E., a graduate of the .North- 
western University of Chicago, who now makes his home in that city; Mabel 
M., the wife of E. Clark, of Vemilion county; and Ita L., yet at  home. 

Mr. and Mrs. Church manifest their religious faith by membership in the 
Methodist Episcopal church, in the work of which they are deeply and help- 
fully interested, and they enjoy in large measure the respect and gmd-will of 
their many acquaintances. Mr. Church has never been so busy with personal 
affairs but that he can find time for participation in matters of vital moment 
to the community, and he gives stanch support to the principles of the repub- 
lican party although not an office seeker. With him perseverance, diligence and 
integrity have constituted the guiding posts of life, bringing him to the honor- 
able position which he now occupies in the opinion of his fellowmen, among 
whom he has long lived and labored. 

WILLIAM H .  BELLES. 

Among the honored citizens of Vermilion county whose names are known 
beyond the limits of the county and who have by industry and good judgment 
accumulated a comfortable competence may be named William H. Belles. He  
was born in Fountain county, Indiana, December 12, 1847, and is a son of Eli- 
sha and Rebecca Belles, the former having been born in 1805 in New Jersey 
and the latter in 1815 in east Tennessee. They became acquainted in Indiana, 
.of which state they were pioneers. They were married in I@ and four chil- 
dren resulted from the union: Jacob S., now a hotel manager of Stewardson, 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



404 HISTORY OF VERMIL.ION COUNTY 

Illinois; William H., the subject of this review; Lee R., deceased; and Mary 
M., the wife of R. N. Draper, of Stewardson. 

William H. Belles was reared in Fountain county, Indiana, and educated 
in the country schools, continuing to live at the parental home until he was 
eighteen years of age. Upon leaving home he went to Shelby county, Illinois, 
where he spent six months at the Windsor school. He  came to Vermilion county 
in 1875 and has since lived in this county, except during a period of four years 
which he spent in Shelby county. H e  has all his life been identified with farm- 
ing interests and applied himself with such diligence that he now owns a valu- 
able tract of twenty-five acres of land adjoining the corporation of Potomac. 
This land has been much improved and upon it stands a fine brick residence, 
which is one of the attractive features of the landscape. He is also the owner 
of a residence in Potomac and several houses in Veedersburg, Indiana. 

On July 21, 1875, Mr. Belles was married to Miss Mary I. Randall, of 
Moultrie county, Illinois. He was married a second time, October 7, 1886, the 
lady of his choice being Mary E. Young. 

Mr. Belles is a man of more than one talent and he has not devoted his en- 
tire time to agriculture and investments. He  was endowed with an inquiring 
mind and all his life has been a close observer and student. As a writer his 
name is favorably known and he has received many notices commending his 
literary productions. A book written by him, entitled "Cain's Siii," while it 
has been received with some criticism, is recognized as an exceptionally fine 
literary work and gives evidence of extensive Biblical research on the part of 
the author. Mr. Belles is held in high regard by those who know him and by 
his many warm friends in Vermilion county. 

HENRY BOONE DOWNS, M. D. 

Dr. Henry Boone Downs is a prominent and successful member of the 
medical profession now engaged in general practice in Danville. He is also 
taking a prominent part in public affairs, advocating, supporting and cooperat- 
ing in all measures for the upbuilding and development of this section of the 
state along the lines of material, intellectual and moral progress. 

A native of Illinois, he was born in Jasper county, November 15, 1859, and 
on the paternal side is of Scotch ancestry, though the family was founded in 
the new world at an early date. His parents were William Albert and Mary 
Jane (Thompson) Downs, who came to this state during its pioneer epoch. 
The birth of the father occurred in Virginia and it was about 1530 that he be- 
came a resident of southern Illinois, where he was residing when the Civil war 
broke out. Entering the service, he remained at the front for three years and 
a few weeks before the expiration of his term of en!istment he was taken ill 
and died. The Doctor's mother is still living at the ripe old age of eigh'ty 
years. 

Dr. Downs' earliest recollections are of a typical log cabin in which the 
family made their home. He was only five years of age when his father died 
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and early in life he was dependent upon his own resources for a livelihood. 
His primary education was obtained in the district schools of Coles county, 
Illinois, where he pursued his studies during the winter months and worked on 
the farm through the summer season. Later he was given the advantage of a 
course at Lee's Academy and at the age of seventeen commenced teaching school, 
following that professsion during the winter months for several years. Having 
decided to enter the medical profession he matriculated in the College of Physi- 
cians and Surgeons at St. Louis, Missouri, and on the completion of the pre- 
scribed course was graduated with the degree of h1. D. in 1898. H e  at once 
embarked in general practice and is today one of the leading and successful physi- 
cians of Danville. 

In  1882, Dr. Downs was united in marriage to Mrs. Elizabeth Fox, who died 
in 1885, and on the 25th of December, 1888, he was again married, his second 
union being with Miss hlaggie Yelton, a daughter of Captain Yelton, of New- 
ton, Jasper county, Illinois. He now has five children, namely: Ernest B., now 
twenty years of age, who completed his apprenticeship to the painter's trade, 
but having decided to make the medical profession his life work, is now attend- 
ing the College of Physicians and Surgeons at St. Louis, hlissouri; Errninie, 
eighteen years old; McCabe, nine years of age; William Albert, four;  and Lois, 
three years old. 

Dr. Downs is an active and influential member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church, being a local elder in same. H e  is also prominently identified with the 
Vermilion County Medical Association and stands high in the esteem of his pro- 
fessional brethren. As a republican he has taken quite a prominent part in pub- 
lic affairs and was candidate for representative from the eighth congr&sional 
district. He is a strong temperance man and his public and private life are alike 
above reproach. 

ISAAC CHRISTMAN. 

Isaac Christman of Rossville is the oldest resident in his part of the county. 
I-Ie was born in Preble county, Ohio, near Eaton, on the 27th of January, 1823, 
and has therefore passed the eighty-seventh milestone on life's journey. That 
his life has been an active one is indicated in the fact that through his own ef- 
forts he at one time owned sixteen or  eighteen hundred acres of rich farming 
land in Vermilion county. Illinois, and Warren county, Indiana. His parents 
were Peter and Sarah (Stout) Christman, who have long since passed away. 
The father was a farmer by occupation and became one of the early settlers 
of Ohio, where he continued his residence until the fall of 1828, when he re- 
moved with his family to Tippecanoe county, Indiana. There were then no 
railroads in that part of the country- and they journeyed by team to their desti- 
nation, where they arrived on the 28th of October. After living in that locality 
for about two years they removed to Warren county, Indiana. 

Isaac Christman was reared in those two counties and was married in War- 
ren county, where he continued to make his home until 1848, when he came to 
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Vermilion county, Illinois, settling a b u t  six miles east of Rossville. H e  turned 
his attention to general agricultural pursuits here and for six years carried on 
the work of the fann, after which he returned to Warren county, where his 
father died about 1859. In  1879 he again came to Vermilion county and was 
closely associated with agricultural interests until 1893, when he took up his 
abode in the town of Rossville, where he has since made his home, enjoying 
the fruits of a well spent and honorable life. Up to the time of his retirement 
there were few idle hours. H e  applied himself closely and diligently t o  the 
tasks that devolved upon him in connection with the cultivation of his land and 
his labors brought him a good revenue. 

I n  1843 Mr. Christman was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Gundy, 
who died about 1884. They were the parents of the following children: Sarah 
Jane ; Susan G., who became the wife of William Lincoln and has three children; 
Mary Ann, who married E. C. Suisher and has four children; Eliza Ellen, 
deceased; Joseph; Catharine, who is the wife of W. A. Hunter and has six 
children ; Thomas Francis, who married Anna Erody and has one child ; Lavina, 
a t  home; and Mahala Lurilla, deceased. 

Most of the members of the family attend the Christian church. Isaac 
Christman, the reverend patriarch of the com~nunity, has throughout his 
life made a creditable record in connection with his business interests which, 
capably managed, have brought to him substantial success. He  has been straight- 
forward and honorable in all his dealings, has manifested public spirit in mat- 
ters of citizenship and has been loyal to the ties of home and of friendship. 
These qualities, therefore, have made his record one of honorable manhood 
well worthy of emulation. 

EDWARD J. HILLMAN. 

Edward J. Hillman is engaged in the cultivation of a good farm of fifty- 
seven acres which he owns in Oakwood township and which is devoted to the 
raising of stock as well as the cultivation of grain. H e  was born in this town- 
ship August 23, 1868, and is a son of Charles and Sarah (Hillery) Hillman, of 
whom mention is made elsewhere in this volume. H e  is the eldest of their four 
children, the others being: Bertha, a t  home; George, who is married and lives 
in Muskogee, Oklahoma; and Mary, the wife of James Gutteridge, of Danville 
township. 

The youthful days of Edward J. Hillman were spent in his parents' home 
and after acquiring his education in the public schools he continued to assist 
his father in the improvement of the farm until twenty-two years of age, when 
he started out in life for himself by renting land. He  was thus engaged for 
twelve years, a t  the end of which time he purchased fifty-seven acres and has 
since improved his farm. In addition he cultivates some land which he leases. 
He has made a specialty of raising and feeding stock as well as cultivating the 
cereals best adapted to  soil and climate and he now has a nicely improved place 
adjoining the village limits of Oakwood. 
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of September, 1890, Mr. Hillman was united in marriage to  Miss 
who was born February 7, 1871, and is a daughter of William 
(Lefler) Cloe, the former a native of Kentucky and the latter of 

farriily numbered six children. Unto Mr. and Mrs. EUrnan have 
been born three childi-~n: Donald, who was born in October, 1893, and died at 
the age of seventeen months ; Florence E., born February 17, 1897 ; and Charles 
W., December 23, 1900. Mrs. Hillman is a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church and Mr. Hillman's membership relations are with Mission Camp, No. 
1727, M. W. A,, of Oakwood. His political views are in accord with the prin- 
ciples of the republican party. His support is given to all progressive measures 
and his aid can always be counted upon to further those interests which are  of 
genuine worrh in the community. 

The Makemson family is of good pioneer stock and its early members were 
men and women who braved the perils of the wilderness to  establish a home 
where now may be seen well cultivated fields, handsome modern dwellings and 
all the evidences of comfort and independence. Could the pioneers rise from 
their graves and view again with mortal eyes the transformation that has been 
wrought on the prairies and in the valleys of Illinois they would hardly accept 
the evidence of their senses. All this, however, did they make possible and 
had they preferred a life of ease in the long settled east or south this history 
wo-did not be written. 

Among the sons of pioneers who deserves mention in a work pertaining to 
the development of Vermilion county is S. T. Makemson, whose name stands 
at  the head of this review. He was born in Newel1 township, this county, in 
1864, and is a son of Hiram and Prudence (Campbell) Makernson, the former 
having been born in Kentucky, April 2, 1826, and the latter in Ohio. Both 
families arrived in this region in 1827 and may be truly said to have been among 
the builders of this county. Our subject's grandfather, Andrew Makemson, 
settled upon a part of the land now owned by his descendants. He was born in 
Kentucky, November 6, 1797, and was one of the first settlers of his part of 
the county. His wife, who bore the maiden name of Hannah Martin, was 
born in Kentucky, June 26, 1795. The mother of our subject was called to her 
reward in 1890, but the father is still living on the old homestead. During his 
active life he accumulated eight hundred and sixteen acres of land, about four 
hundred of which are timber, but the remainder has been brought t o  a high 
state of cultivation. 

S. T. Makemson lived with his parents and performed his share in clear- 
ing away the trees, draining the soil and making the land productive. In  the 
course of his work, although it was severe labor for a young and growing lad, 
he gained the lessons of application that have since been of great benefit in his 
life. H e  attended school in the winter, where he acquired the foundation of 
an education which he has widened by reading and observation and by contact 
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with others, the last of which is by no means to be despised as a method of de- 
veloping the mental horizon. After arriving at  twenty-one years of age he 
took charge of one hundred and eighty acres of the old homestead, which he 
still superintends, and also assists his father in directing operations upon three 
hundred acres. He is one of a family of five children, the other four being: 
Almira, now Mrs. Charles Lucky, of Danville; Mamie, the wife of W. W. 
Currant, of Danville; Bertha Byrd, who died in 1894; and Joseph C., who died 
in 1go8. 

On November 6, 1887, Mr. Makemson was happily married, the lady of 
his choice being Miss Sarah E. Byrd, a daughter of bfason and A(1ar-y (Cooper) 
Byrd, of Indiana. In the Byrd family were thirteen children, of whom eight 
are still living: Eliza, deceased; Amanda and Martha, both living; Mary, Geor- 
gia and William, all three deceased; Malissa; Morton; 0. P.; Sarah; Edward; 
Charles R. and Minnie. 

Mr. Makemson gives his hearty political support to the republican party 
and as a patriotic citizen has performed such public duties as have naturally 
devolved upon him. He served as commissioner of highways for the township 
for three years and as member of the school board for eighteen years and evinced 
the same interest in discharging these responsibilities as in his own private af- 
fairs. He is a member of the lodge of Eagles at Danville and his wife is an 
active worker in Asbury Methodist Episcopal church, Newell township. Mr. 
Makemson has ably assisted in the agricultural progress of his community and 
as a representative of an honored and long established family has acquitted 
himself as behooves a man of cool judgment and worthy ideals. 

PROFESSOR WILLIAM Y. LUDWIG. 

Among the men of Danville whose activities have materially contributed to 
the public welfare is Professor William Y. Ludwig, who is now serving as 
county superintendent of schools of Vermilion county. He was born February 
10, IS@, in Berks county, Pennsylvania, of which his parents, William V. R. 
and Mary Y. (Jones) Ludwig, were also natives. His parents first came to 
Vermilion county, Illinois, in 1868 and located in Pilot township, where his 
grandfather, Peter W. Ludwig, had purchased a farm a short time previous. 
The former, however, subsequently returned to Pennsylvania, where he was 
married and remained until a short time after the birth of our subject, when 
he brought his wife and child to this county and has since been a resident of 
Pilot township, where he now owns a well improved and highly cultivated farm, 
which he purchased in 1876. He has taken quite an active part in local affairs 
and has served as road commissioner for the long period of twenty-four years. 
He has also filled the office of school treasurer for more than fifteen years and 
is one of the representative men of his community. His first wife died in 1876, 
leaving three children, namely: William Y., of this review; Charles J. and Rosa 
I. The father subsequently married Martha Ludwick, by whom he has two 
children, Eva Ann, now the wife of Luther Fellows; and Margery. 
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Being brought to this county during his infancy, Professor Ludwig has spent 
the greater part of his life within its borders, his boyhood being passed upon 
the farm. H e  began his education in the country schools and the knowledge 
there acquired was supplemented by a course in the Indiana Normal College 
a t  Covington, Indiana, f r m  which he was graduated in 1891. He then began 
teaching in the rural and village schools and for two years was thus employed 
a t  Amherst, Nebraska. 

In I& he was made assistant county superintendent of schools in Ver- 
milion county and in 1906 was eIected to h;c. present office as county superintend- 
ent, now serving his fourth year. H e  has in charge two hundred and fifteen 
districts. In the county there are now two hundred and thirty-six school 
buildings and under his control are four hundred and sixty-five teachers and 
sixteen thousand pupils. In  the discharge of his duties he has given the ut- 
most satisfaction, being not only a well educated man, but is also an excellent 
manager who has perfect control of those working under him and is thus able 
to produce the best results. H e  has been able to secure a more perefct uni- 
formity of text-books and course of study, and the educational affairs of the 
county have been greatly advanced since he accepted his present position. He 
is an active member of the National Education Association and the Illinois State 
Teachers Association and through these organizations has gained much help- 
ful information that has aided him in the discharge of his official duties. 

Professor Ludwig takes considerable interest in historical affairs and has 
gathered much valuable iiiformation concerning the genealogy of the Ludwig 
family and is the family historian for the reunions of this family held at Read- 
ing, Pennsylvania. H e  is a member of all the Masonic bodies, being a promi- 
nent Knight Templar, and has served a s  worshipful master of Olive Branch 
Lodge, No. 38, and thrice potentate of Danville Lodge of Perfection. He 'is 
also a member of Damascus Lodge, Knights of Pythias, the Benevolent and Pro- 
tective Order of Elks and the Modern Woodmen of America. He has been 
secretary of the Lake View Hospital Association for ten years and as a public- 
spirited and progressive citizen takes a commendable interest in all enterprises 
which he deems calculated to  promote the intellectual, moral and material wel- 
fare of his adopted county. 

WISE. 

It  is impossible as long as the American republic survives for any patriotic 
citizen to forget the obligations we owe to the soldiers who fought under the 
stars and stripes to preserve the Union. From a distance of half a century it 
is  seen that the Civil war was one of the greatest conflicts of the ages, and the 
questions then settled on many a hard-fought battlefield have perhaps done as 
much to advance the rights of men in the various countries of the world as a11 
other agencies combined. The truth of the statement is witnessed in the move- 
ments for greater liberty in Europe and Asia, and there is hardly a doubt that 
the time will come when the dream of the federation of the world will be a 
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reality and it is almost certain that a federation will be founded on the prin- 
ciples that now bind the states of the United States together. 

Among the brave men who contributed t o  the preservation of the republic 
is B. D. Wise, an honorable and prosperous member of a farming community, 
who now lives a t  Potmac,  Vermilion county. H e  was born in the south and, 
although he grew almost to manhood in his native state, he freely offered his 
services in upholding the principles supported by hundreds of thousands of 
valiant men in the north as those upon which the republic was founded. Mr- 
Wise was born in Hardy county, West Virginia, December 3, 1 8 4  and is a 
son of Zebulon and Indiana (Skidmore) Wise. The father was born on the 
old Virginia homestead of the family, but when he perceived the shadows of 
war about t o  darken the land, he left the south March 11, 1861, and came to 
Middlefork township, this county, where he rented land and farmed for two 
years. At the end of this time he returned to his old home, the ownership of 
which he had retained, and there he died about 1882. Mrs. Wise came to  Ver- 
milion county to visit her son, the subject of this review, and here she departed 
this life in 1900. There were eleven children born to  Mr. and Mrs. Wise, six 
of whom are now living in Vermilion county. 

B. D. Wise was educated in the public schools of his native state and when 
he became a resident of Vermilion county was sixteen years of age. At the he- 
ginning of the Civil war he was too young to be received as a soldier, but in 
1863, having arrived at an age when his application would be considered, he 
enlisted as a member of Company E, Fifty-first Illinois Infantry, and served 
for three years or  until the end of the war, participating in many important 
engagements, among which were the battles of Spring Hill, Peach Tree Creek, 
Buzzard's Roost, Kenesaw Mountain, the siege of Atlanta, the battle of Jones- 
boro, and many minor engagements. At the battle of Rocky Face, Georgia, he 
received a wound in the scalp which, however, did not prove serious. He was 
taken prisoner by the Confederates at Franklin, Tennessee, and for five months 
was confined in Andersonville prison. At the close of the war, having per- 
formed his duty at all times as a defender of the cause which he advocated 
with all his heart, he was honorably discharged and returned to Potomac, where 
he began working by the month upon a farm. With his savings he bought 
eighty acres of land north of East Lynne and later became the owner of a farm 
in Middlefork township. He now owns, in association with Hon. J. G. Cannon, 
five hundred and sixty acres of land in Oakwood township. Individually he 
owns three hundred and twenty acres in Barton county, Missouri, and he is 
a director and stockholder and was also one of the organizers of the National 
Bank of Potomac. Since 1889 he has been a director of the Building 8r Loan 
Association of Potomac and at all times he has shown a lively interest in move- 
ments tending toward the public welfare of the community. 

On September 3, 1868, $1~. Wise was united in marriage to Miss Sarah A. 
Moss and four children have been born of the union: Laura B., now the wife 
of Perry Judy, of Middlefork township; one who died in infancy; Charles, de- 
ceased; and Elmer J., living at home. 

In  politics Mr. Wise has always been an ardent republican, believing that 
this party best represents the principles of our government. While he has not 
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sought public office, he served for thirteen years as member of the county 
board of supervisors and for two years as president of the board. H e  is affil- 
iated with the Masonic lodge at Potomac, and the Benevolent and Protective 
Order of Elks, at Danville, Illinois, and has'rnany warm friends in those or- 
ganizations. Mr. and Mrs. Wise are both mernbers of the Mebhodist Episcopal 
church and by precept and example are worthy exemplars of its teachings. He 
has attained success in life because he earned it. H e  is truly a self-made man, 
He  early learned the great lesson of self-dependence and by 'denying himself 
and carefully husbanding his resources as a young man, he now is enabled t o  
live in ease and aerlence. H e  was a good soldier and with equal fidelity has 
he discharged his duties as head of a family and as an intelligent and progress- 
ive citizen. His life record is one of which his children may be proud and 
presents in a striking degree the possibilities under free instit~tions that are 
open to any boy educated in the public schools and willing to devote himself 
to that noblest undertaking in which any human being can engage-the develop- 
ment of an upright character. 

R. A. LA MAR. 

As superintendent of the Vermilion county farm, R. -4. La Mar has gained 
the commendation of his fellow citizens, for his efforts in behalf of those who 
have come under his care during his incumbency in office have been of a charac- 
ter to awaken the public approval and regard. His birth occurred in this 
couniy on the 6th of May, 1863, his parents being James and Nancy (Read- 
nour) La Mar, both natives of Kentucky. They came with their parents t o  
this county in 1852 and were here married. The father enlisted for service in 
the Civil war and was killed on the 27th of June, 1864, at the battle of Kenesaw. 
His widow still survives and makes her home in Terre Haute, Indiana, at the 
age of sixty-six years. 

Their only child, R. A. La Mar, was but a year old when the father laid 
down his life on the altar of his country and was three years of age when h e  
went to live with an uncle. He  attended the common schools for a time and 
remained in his uncle's home until twelve years old, when he feIt it was neces- 
sary for him to provide for his own livelihood. Thus early in life he crossed 
the threshold of the business world, earning his own living as a farm hand until 
seventeen years of age, and the years usually devoted by lads to the acquire- 
ment of an education were spent by him in hard work. In  the meantime, how- 
ever, he had learned many lessons in the school of experience-lessons which 
taught him independence, self-reliance and integrity and well prepared him for 
more onerous and respo~sible duties to come. 

When seventeen years of age Mr. La Mar left the farm 2nd took up civil 
engineering and was busily and successfully engaged in that line of activity for 
about five years. His entire -time and attention are now given, however, to  
the performance of his duties as superintendent of the Vermilion county farm, 
to which office he was elected in 1910. He  is proving most competent in the 
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performance of the duties that have devolved upon him in connection with 
this position, and the institution under his administration is being conducted 
in a manner which wins him the commendation of his constituents and all con- 
cerned. H e  is carrying on its affairs in a most businesslike manner, follows 
methods most approved in the conduct of such institutions and at all times has 
an eye for the comfort and well being of the inmates-a fact which makes him 
a most popular official. 

I t  was in February, 1882, that Mr. La Mar was united in marriage to Miss 
Lulu McCloud, who was born in St. Louis, a daughter of S. B. and Lucinda 
(Retner) McCloud, the former a native of Pennsylvania and the latter of Ohio. 
They removed to Marion county, Illinois, in 1865, and there the father was 
engaged as a plasterer and brick-mason. He is yet living at the very advanced 
age of ninety-five years and makes his home in East St. Louis. In their family 
were five children, of whom three are yet living. 

Mr. and Mrs. La Mar hold membership in the Methodist Episcopal church, 
and their lives have ever been governed by its teachings. Both are well known 
in fraternal circles, being members of the Rebekahs, and Mrs. La Mar is 
identified with the Pythian Sisters, of which she is past chancellor and is now 
serving as official examiner of the state. Her husband belongs to Georgetown 
Lodge, No. 386, A. F. & A. &I.; Georgetown, Lodge, No. 62, I. 0. 0. F., in 
which he has filled all of the chairs; and to the Knights of Pythias Lodge, No. 
502. In politics Mr. La Mar is a stanch republican, and his standing among 
his fellow citizens is indicated by his election to his present responsible office. 
In private life he has been actuated by principles which govern honorable and 
upright manhood and the same high ideals have ever been manifest in his deal- 
ings with those with whom he has been connected in an official capacity. 

JAMES B. FLEMING. 

James B. Fleming was well known to Danville citizens, for, although he did 
not reside permanently in this city, he came here from time to time and always 
kept in close touch with public interests and maintained a wide acquaintance 
among the people of Vermilion county. He was born in Williamsport, Indiana, 
in 1832, and was directly descended from James IV. of Scotland. The family 
has a coat of arms given to them in 1066. Dunbarton Castle was the ances- 
tral home and scarcely any of the old castles of Europe have figured more 
largely in history. The great-grandfather of James Fleming was the first of the 
family to come to i4merica. He settled in North Carolina, where he owned 
considerable land. James Fleming, Sr., the father of him whose name intro- 
duces this review, was a native of Tennessee and died when his son and name- 
sake was a young man, leaving him to make his own way in the world: The 
mother, who bore the maiden name of Lucinda Perviance, was of French 
descent. 

James B. Fleming was only twenty-six years of age when he first came to 
Danville, arriving in the year 1859. Here he engaged in clerking for the firm of 
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Tincure & English, dry goods merchants. At  intervals he resided elsewhere but 
returned to Danville as a pleasing place of residence when his health failed, and 
also in his later years. In  an early day he was engaged in the grocery business, 
conducting his store successfully for some time, but later removed to La Fayette, 
Indiana, where he established a wholesale grocery house, building up a good 
trade in that connection and carrying on the business for twenty-five years. 
At length, however, his health failed and he returned to Danville, where he 
lived until his removal to Kansas. Thinking himself again able to engage in 
business he began nandling the Buckeye buggies and carried on that undertaking 
while a resident of the Sunflower state. -At length, however, he came again to 
Danville, where his remaining days were passed. 

It was in the year 1863 that Mr. Fleming was united in marriage to Miss 
Lucy A. Ellsworth, a daughter of B. F. Ellsworth, who came to this city in 
1860 from Granville, Ohio, and remained a resident of Danville until called to 
his final rest. H e  was related to Henry Ellstvorth, of La Fayette, Indiana, 1%-ho 
made a gift o i  Ellsii-orth Park to that city. In earlj- manhood B. F. Ells\\-orth 
wedded J4iss Clarissa IJ'ilcox, a native of Fairfax, T-ermont, and unto them 
were born three children, two daughters and a son: llarietta, now living in 
Danville; Mrs. Fleming; and Norman F., who has passed away. The death of 
the father occurred on the 16th of February, 1891, and his wife, surviving him 
for only a few months passed away in September of the same year. 

Unto Mr. and Mrs. Fleming was born an only son, William Hatcher, who 
died in I@. The death of Mr. Fleming occurred on the 20th of February, 
1897, and was especially regretted by many who knew him. He  was a very 
active and prominent Mason, attained the thirty-second degree of the Scottish 
Rite and filled many offices in the order. His political allegiance was given to 
the republican party and in religious faith he was a Presbyterian. His life 
was in harmony with his professions and those who knew him entertained for 
him the highest regard because of his admirable qualities of heart and mind. 

JOHN W. VAN ALLEN. 

John W. Van Alien, identified with general farming in Oakwood township, 
is numbered among those citizens whose lives are proof of the attractiveness 
of Vermilion county as a place of residence. Numbered among the native sons 
of the county, they have by preference remained within its borders, recogniz- 
ing the fact that there is no better investment than Illinois farm land and that 
the various opportunities and advantages here afforded are surpzssed nowhere. 

Mr. Van Allen was born July 16, 1877. his parents being W. P. and Caro- 
line V. (Kiger) Van Allen, the former a native of Ohio and the latter of Vir- 
ginia. They were married in the Buckeye state and in 1866 came to  Illinois, 
settling upon a farm in Vermilion county which the father continued to further 
cultivate and develop until he retired in 1907. He also engaged in handling 
stock and, prospering as the years went by, he invested in more land until he 
became the owner of two hundred and forty acres, constituting a finely irn- 
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proved farm. H e  and his wife now occupy an atractive home in Oakwood. 
They had nine children: Walter, who is a resident of Oklahoma; Frank, who 
was killed by a horse when nineteen years of age; States Amasa, living in Ver- 
milion county; Bertha, the wife of Max Miller, of Danville; Maud, the wife 
of Charles Oakwood, of this county; Etta, who gave her hand in marriage to 
Edward Davis and resides in Vermilion county; Nellie, the wife of Charles 
Oakwood, of Oakwood township; Vida, who is the wife of Oscar Oakwood, 
of this county; and John W., of this review. 

No event of special importance occurred to vary the routine of farm life 
for John W. Van Allen in his boyhood and youth. H e  worked in the fields 
during the summer months and in the winter seasons attended the public schools, 
therein mastering the branches of learning which qualified him for the transac- 
tion of business later on. The occupation to which he was reared he has made 
his life work and is now located in Oakwood township, where he is devoting 
his time and energies to the cultivation of a farm of one hundred and sixty-two 
acres. His labors are intelligently directed and his enterprise is bringing him 
substantial success. 

On the 12th of June, 1901, Mr. Van Allen was married to Miss Gertrude 
Bently, a daughter of Henry and Serena (Gones) Bently, the former a native 
of England and the lztter of Ohio. Their family numbered four children: Eliza- 
beth, the wife of John Stems, of Catlin; Mrs. Van Allen; Ethel, the wife of 
ONille Selby, of this county; and Jessie, the wife of Bert Elgin, also of Ver- 
milion county. 

The home of Mr. and Mrs. Van Allen has been blessed with one son, 
Norlyn Bently, born August 2, 1907. The parents are members of the New 
Light church and Mr. Van Allen belongs to the Masonic and Odd Fellows lodges 
and the Modem Woodmen camp, all of Oakwood. His political views cause 
him to exercise his right of franchise in support of the men and measures of 
the republican party but he has never sought nor desired office, preferring to 
concentrate his energies upon his business affairs, which are bringing to him 
substantial success. He  is well known in the county and a genial manner and 
cordial disposition have gained for him many friends. 

DAVID G. McMILLIN. 

David G. McMillin, a well known and honored resident of Danville, was born 
in this county in 1852 and is a son of Reason H. McMillin, whose birth occurred 
near Columbus, Ohio, June 17, 1816. His paternal grandfather was a farmer 
and miller by occupation, operating a flour and saw mill on his farm. Thus 
during his boyhood and youth Reason H. McMillin became thoroughly familiar 
with milling and farming and on the removal of the family to Illinois in 1832 
assisted his father in the erection of the first sawmill in Denmark, Vermilion 
county. He married Miss Martha Oder, who was born in Bourbon county, 
Kentucky, October 13, 1821, and from that state removed with her parents to 
Cincinnati, Ohio, later coming to Verrnilion county, Illinois. For some years 
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she and her husband resided on a fann in Blount township and then removed 
to Iowa, remaining about two years, after which they returned to Vermilion 
county and settled in Danville township, where Mr. McMillin continued to en- 
gage in agkultural pursuits throughout the remainder of his life, dying on the 
4th of May, 1876. Both he and his wife were earnest and consistent members 
of the. Christian church and were people of the highest respectability. In  their 
famiiy were nine children, seven of whom are still living. Two of their sons, 
J'. G. and William M., were soldiers of the Civil war, being members of the 
One Hundred and Twenty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry. 

David G. McMillin was reared and educated in much the manner of farm 
lads, early becoming familiar with the work of the fields and acquiring an ex- 
cellent knowledge of all the duties which fall to the lot of the agriculturist. On 
attaining manhood he commenced faxiing on his own account and is today the 
owner of a well improved and valuable farm, which he continued to operate until 
a few years ago, when his health failed and he removed to Danville, having 
made his home here since 1902. During his early years he was a very active 
and energetic man and the prosperity which came to him was well merited. 

In  1889 was celebrated the marriage of Mr. McMiUin and Miss Minnie 
Davis. Her father, Jesse Davis, was born in Pickaway county, Ohio, October 
24, 1832, and was brought by his parents to Vermilion county, Illinois, when 
only one year of age. The family located on the farm where Mr. Davis died 
May 3, 1891. His parents were natives of Virginia and from that state removed 
to Ohio at a very early day, but their last years were spent in Illinois, the father 
dying in Vermilion county in 1834 and the mother in 1870. On reaching man- 
hood Jesse Davis married Miss M. E. Hyatt, who was born in Davis county, 
Kentucky, November 24, 1838, and they became the parents of two sons and 
two daughters : Clara J., now Mrs. Haskins ; Van C. ; Scott G. ; and Minnie L., 
now Mrs. McMillin. Fraternally Mr. Davis was a member of Catlin Lodge, No. 
285, A. F. & A. M. 

Mr. McMillin affiliates with the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and 
his religious belief is indicated by his membership in the Church of Christ. The 
republican party has always found in him a stanch supporter of its principles 
and he gives willing support to  all movements which he believes calculated to 
promote the moral, intellectual or material welfare of the community in which 
he lives. 

WALTER T. GUNN. 

In  no profession is there a career more open to talent than that of the law 
and in no field of endeavor is there demanded a more careful preparation and 
more thorough appreciation of the absolute ethics of life or of the underlying 
principles which form the basis of all human rights and privileges. Possessing 
all the requisites of an able lawyer, Walter T. Gunn is now successfully prac- 
ticing at the bar of Vermilion county, his home being in Danville. 
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A native of Illinois, he was born on the 4th of June, 1879, in La  Salle 
county, and is the eldest of six children, three sons and three daughters, whose 
parents were Luther V. and Alice E. Gunn. His father was born in Schoharie 
county, New York, and was a young man when he removed to La  Salle county, 
this state. I n  1879 he came to  \-errnilion county and settled in Grant town- 
ship, where he has since followed farming and continues to live, an active, re- 
spected and prosperous citizen. 

During his youth \fTalter T. Gunn had good educational advantages, attend- 
ing the Hoopeston high school and Greer College, and after graduating from 
the latter institution entered Illinois l'C7esleyan University, where he pursued 
the study of law and was graduated in I ~ I .  On his admission to  the bar he 
came to Danville, where he was alone in practice for one year and then formed 
a partnership with J. li. Keeslar, states attorney, which connection still exists. 
I n  1903 he was made assistant states attorney and two years later was ap- 
pointed master in chancery of the United States circuit court for the eastern 
district of Illinois, which office he is still filling. Although he has been engaged 
in practice for but a few years, he has already met with remarkable success 
and now has a large clientage which is steadily increasing. 

Mr. Gunn was married in 1904 to  Miss Vina Dayton, a native of Santa Bar- 
bara, California, and a darrghter of ii. H. and Sarah (Gundy) Dayton, who 
were old residents of Vermilion county. This union has been blessed by two 
children, namely : Horace and Marjorie. 

Since age conferred upon him the right of franchise, Mr. Gunn has been 
a stalwart supporter of the republican party and in 1909 was elected alderman 
of the seventh ward, in which capacity he is still serving. He  is a strong ad- 
vocate of those measures which he believes will advance the interests of his 
town and county and never withholds his support from any worthy object. Fra- 
ternally he is an honored member of the Masonic order, the Benevolent and 
Protective Order of Elks, the Knights of Pythias and other societies, and is 
one of the most highly respected young men of Danville with bright prospects 
for  the future. 

GEORGE E. CRAYS. 

Prominent among the enterprising and progressive business men of Ross- 
ville is George E. Crays, the cashier of the First National Bank. He possesses 
excellent business ability and keen sagacity and from the outset of his business 
career has worked his way steadfastly upward. He  was born on the 16th of 
November, 1863, in Macoupin county. Illinois, and is a son of Rev. George M. 
and Maria (Courtney) Crays. The father was a minister of the Methodist 
Episcopal church, a collegebred man, whose talents and ability were used for 
the moral prog-ress of his race. H e  became a member of the Illinois conference 
and labored zealously and untiringly for the uplifting of his fellowmen until 
he was called to  the home beyond. He  was married to Miss Maria Courtney, 
a daughter of Richard Courtney, who was one of the early settlers of this part 
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of the state, and whose early life was passed in Pittsburg. Pennsylvania, after 
which he removed from Ohio and then came to Illinois, casting in his lot with the 
pioneers. 

George E. Crays was the second in a family of nine children. He  was 
reared in a home of culture and refinement, where the attainment of success 
was always regarded as secondary to character building. At the usual age he 
was sent to the common schools and through the periods of vacation in his 
boyhood days he worked upon the home farm. Later he had the advantage of 
a course in the Danville Seminary and subsequently he pursued a commercial 
course in the Springtield (Ill.) Business College, being graduated therefrom. In 
early manhood he engaged in teaching school but aftenvard turned his atten- 
tion t c  commercial pursuits, becoming a clerk in a general store for about a year, 
when, with E. A. Brown, he started in the merchandising business at Armstrong, 
Illinois, for twelve years conducting business under the firm name of Brown & 
Crays. At  the a d  of that time, with Samuel Collison he purchased the Citizens 
Bank of Rossville, which was later reorganized into the First National Bank of 
Rossville. Mr. Collison was elected president of the institution. with Mr. Crays 
as cashier, which position he has since filled, contributing in substantial measure 
to the success of the bank, while his uniform courtesy to its patrons has made 
him very popular with its depositors or  all who do business within its walls. 
Moreover, he is most loyal to the best interests of the institution and carefully, 
systematically and accurately performs the duties that devolve upon him. 

In 1892 Mr. Crays was united in marriage to Miss Lizzie Collison, a daugh- 
ter of Thomas F. and Mary Collison. Their marriage has been blessed with three 
sons : Wendell T. and Harold C., who are students in the high school ; and John 
A., a public-school pupil. 

The family attend the Methodist Episcopal church, of which %!r. Crays 
is a member, and he likewise holds membership relations with the Masons and 
the Woodmen. He  has always lived in this section of Illinois and has ever 
been numbered among the progressive citizens who are never so engrossed with 
business affairs and individual interests that they cannot find time and oppor- 
tunity for cooperation in measures and projects which are promoted for the 
public good. Nevertheless in his business he has been actuated by laudable 
ambition and has made continuous progress along the path leading toward 
prosperity. 

JAMES A. DICKSON 

James A. Dickson is one of the extensive landowners of Jamaica township. 
his real-estate possessions aggregating five hundred and sixteen acres. H e  was 
born December 5, 1834, in what is now Jamaica township but was then a part 
of Carroll township. H e  is a son of John and a grandson of John Dickson, 
Sr., who came to Vermilion county about 1822 with his wife and their five 
sons and one daughter. They settled in Carroll township and all of the chil- 
dren were here reared and married and all established homes in Vermilion 
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county and reared their families here. In the early days the family shared in 
the hardships and trials of frontier life for they were among the early settlers, 
arriving here a decade or more before the Black Hawk war occurred whereby 
Indian supremacy was put to an end and the authority of the white race in 
this region established. 

Following his marriage John Dickson, Jr., located in Carroll township, where 
he made his home until his death, dying when a comparatively young man. He 
passed away in 1838 prior to the fourth birthday of his son James. Following 
the death of her husband Mrs. Dickson kept the six children together and 
reared them to 'manhood and womanhood. She rented and personally super- 
vised the. operation of the farm herself until James A. Dickson and his brother, 
two years his senior, were old enough to assist in the maintenance of the family 
and it was under these conditions that James A. Dickson was reared to man- 
hood. The mother died December 28. 1854, and he and his brother afterward 
operated the home farm for a year. They then purchased adjoining tracts of 
eighty acres of swamp land in Jamaica township which they cultivated in part- 
nership for a year. James A. Dickson then traded his six hundred dollar in- 
terest in the estate for his brother's eighty acres. He made further arrange- 
ments for having a home of his own by his marriage in November, 1857, and 
for nine years thereafter he lived upon his farm of one hundred and sixty 
acres, making many improvements thereon. He then sold that property and 
purchased his present farm to which he removed in March, 1869. For eighteen 
months he lived upon an eighty-acre tract of land which he owned three miles 
south of his present farm, while engaged in making a home for his family upon 
this place. As he has prospered in his undertakings he has added to his realty 
holdings until he now owns five hundred and sixteen acres of land, having sold 
the site upon which the town of Jamaica was built and the land for the rail- 
road, thus reducing his tract of six hundred and thirty-five acres to its present 
size. His farm is splendidly improved, being equipped with all modern con- 
veniences and accessories. 

As previously stated, Mr. Dickson was married in November, 1857, at which 
time Miss Amanda Shepherd of Vance township, this county, became his wife. 
Her father, John Shepherd, was one of the early settlers of that section and 
in pioneer days built a mill on Salt Fork, the first mill of that district, known 
for years afterward as Shepherd's mill. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Dickson were born 
four children, but three are now deceased: John Wesley; Charles Edwin; and 
a daughter who died in infancy. The only one now living is Simon Alexander, 
the second in order of birth, who remains on the home farm and has charge 
of its cultivation. He was married April 21, 1886, to Cora Hilton, and they 
have four children: Grace, who is now the wife of William Tyler and has one 
child, Willis; Ernest; Edna May; and Hazel. The wife of our subject passed 
away July 11, 1889, and her death was deeply regretted throughout the com- 
munity, for she had won many friends in this locality. 

In his political views Mr. Dickson is a democrat. He served as road super- 
visor in his early days for a number of years and for a considerable period 
was a member of the school board, proving a champion of the cause of edu- 
cation by .reason of his activity and effective efforts in its behalf. He has long 
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been a member of the Methodist Episcopal church, was superintendent of the 
Sunday school for several years and is now serving as one of the church trus- 
tees, which office he has filled for more than forty years. He was one of the 
active factors in building the handsome new structure known as the Kingsley 
Methodist Episcopal church, one of the finest church edifices in this section 
of the county, erected a t  a cost of nine thousand two hundred dollars. Mr. 
Dickson is one of the well known men of Jamaica township and one of the 
oldest native sons of Verrnilion county, his residence here covering a period 
of seventy-six years. He  has therefore been an interested witness of the events 
which have occurred and the changes which have been made through more than 
seven decades and at all times has cooperated in the work of public progress 
and Improvement, while, especially along agricultural lines, he has done much 
to advance the farming interests of this part of the state. 

JOHN CLARENCE McCLURE. 

John Clarence McClure has devoted his life to educational work and to the 
practice of law. While he was capable and successful in the former, he seemed 
to have found a more congenial profession in the latter and his ability is mani- 
fest in the success that is attending him. His preparation s f  his cases is thor- 
ough and exhaustive and his presentation is laudable and forceful, so that in 
the six years of his connection with the Vermilion county bar he has gained 
a reputation that insures him a liberal clientage. 

Mr. McClure is a native of Pennsylvania, his birth having occurred in Loyal- 
ton, Dauphin county, in July, 1865. His parents were David K. and Anna Eliza 
(Beshler) McClure, the former of Scotch-Irish and the latter of Pennsylvania 
Dutch descent. The father is still living in Dauphin county, but the mother 
passed away March 7, 1882. They were the parents of seven children: Charles 
B., now practicing medicine in Bangor, Maine; Emma T., the wife of Jeremiah 
Kahler, of Millersburg, Pennsylvania; Henry Joseph, who is living at New- 
castle, Pennsylvania; John Clarence, of this review; Arthur E., whose home is 
in Ckicago, Illinois; Martha Gertrude, the wife of Nathaniel Miller, a resident 
of Elizabethville, Pennsylvania ; and one who died in infancy. 

John Clarence McClure, reared in the Keystone state, was a pupil of the pub- 
lic schmls of his native county until he entered Berrysburg Seminary at Berrys- 
burg, Pennsylvania, from which he was graduated with the class of 1886. He 
then took up the profession of teaching, which he followed until 1904. He was 
first empl~yed in the country schools of Dauphin county for about two years, 
at the end of which time he went to Valparaiso, Indiana, where he devoted 
four years to the study of scientific and classical courses, completing both and 
leceiving therefor the degrees of Bachelor cf Arts and Bachelor of Science. 
Subsequently he became superintendent of schools of Clarksdale, Mississippi, 
and removed thence to Mulberry, Tennessee, and became president of the Male 
and Female College at that place. He continued at the head of the institution 
for four years and in January, 1896, came to Hoopeston to accept the presi- 
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dency of Greer College, which position he filled until the summer of ~ p .  In 
all of his educational work he held to high standards and his labors were most 
effective in promoting the interest of the schools with which he was connected. 

Thinking, however, to find a more congenial and profitable field in the 
practice of law, he took up a course of study which he deemed essential to 
progress in that field, spending four years in the State University of Michigan 
a t  Ann Arbor in the literary department and in the study of political economy 
and law. He  then returned to Hoopeston in June, 1904, and has since con- 
tinued in the general practice of law, which he finds much more to his liking 
than school teaching, and in which he is making substantial advancement. His 
devotion to his client's interests is proverbial, yet he never forgets that he owes 
a higher allegiance to the majesty of the law. He served as city attorney of 
Hoopeston from Igoj until 1907 and he is a member of the County Bar .Asso- 
ciation. 

On the 16th of July, 1892, Mr. McCltlre was m~rried at Owd; Michigan, 
to Miss Mina Squires, a daughter of Uri Squires, and a native of Michigan. 
They have one child, Anna Eliza, born at Ann Arbor, July 12, 1902. Mr. and 
Mrs. McClure hold membership in the First Methodist Episcopal church and 
Mr. McClure belongs to the Masonic lodge, in which he served as secretary 
for one term His political allegiance is given to the republican party and at 
times he has been an active worker in its ranks. H e  has won high regard dur- 
ing his residence in Hoopeston and has a circle of friends which is constantly 
increasing. 

ANDREW WOOD. 

Although more than a third of a century has passed since Andrew W d  
was called to his final rest, he is still remembered by many of Vermilion county's 
older residents as one of its most substantial and respected agriculturists. He  
won a gratifying measure of success in the conduct of his farming interests 
and at the time of his death owned five hundred acres of valuable land here. 
His birth occurred in Ohio on the 9th of December, 1824, his parents being 
Henry and Nancy (Hoover) UTood. Their children were sixteen in number, 
three of whom still survive, namely: Susan, Ellen and Owen. 

Andrew Wood came to Vermilion county in 1827, taking up his abode 
- among the pioneer settlers here. He located on the farm which i,s now in posses- 

sion of his widow and as the years passed by brought the fields under a high 
state of cultivation and improvement, annually gathering rich crops. In con- 
nection with the tilling of the soil he also made a specialty of raising stock, 
both branches of his business returning to him a gratifying annual income. At 
the time of his death, which occurred on the 8th of January, 1875, he owned 
five hundred acres of rich and productive land. 

Mrs. Wood was married twice. By his first wife, who bore the maiden 
- name of Cynthia A. Wolf, he had two sons: Leonard H., who is married and 

lives in St. Joseph, Illinois; and John C., who is married and makes his home 
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at Kankakee, Illinois. On the 27th of February, 1853, Mr. Wood was again 
married, his second union being with Miss Sarah White, a native of Blount 
township. Her parents reared a family of eleven children, five of whom are 
yet living, as follows: Rachel, Mrs. Iliood, Harriet, Jane and Elizabeth. By his 
second wife Mr. IVood had the following children: Anna R., the deceased wife 
of John Franklin, of Oregon; Emma B., the deceased wife of Alfred Holliway; 
Casper W.; Ethan A., who is married and lives in Blount township; Rosina 
M., the wife of George Lane, of Missouri; and Nancy N. and Andrew P., both 
of whom are at home with their mother. Mrs. IVood has also reared the child 
of a daughter, Walter Franklin, whose natal day was October 25, 1892, and 
who lives with our subject. 

Politically Mr. Wood was a stanch republican but never sought nor desired 
office. His widow still resides on the old homestead farm in Blount township 
and retains one hundred and eighty acres thereof, the remainder having been 
divided among her children. She is a devoted and consistent member of the 
Christian church and her many good traits of heart and mind have endeared 
her to ail with whom she has come in contact. 

J. W. YOUNG. 

J. W. Young, as a member of the firm of Young & Wood, is engaged in 
the grain and live-stock business at Bismarck, where they own a large and 
thoroughly modem elevator. He  was born in this town, February 17, 1875, 
his parents being Noah and Mary (Cunningham) Young, both of whom are 
natives of Newel1 township, Vermilion county, and now make their home in 
Bismarck. 

J. W. Young remained under the parental roof through the period of his 
minority and acquired his ?ducation in the public schools and also in the State 
Normal School, which he attended for three years. At the age of eighteen years 
he began teaching, following that profession through the winter months, while 
in the summer seasons he worked for his father. He taught altogether for eight 
years, when, thinking that broader and more remunerative opportunities were 
offered in other directions, he turned his attention to the grain and live-stock 
business at Bismarck and has continued in that field. In this undertaking he 
is associated with R. L. Wood, under the firm name of Young & Wood, and 
they have the most up-to-date elevator in the county. Situated in the midst 
of a splendid grain producing region, they now handle over three hundred thou- 
sand bushels annually, and also conduct an extensive and profitable business 
in live stock, buying all kinds of cattle, hogs and horses. They are the largest 
stock buyers in the county, their business having reached extensive propor- 
tions. In addition to his other interests, Mr. Young is connected with the Farm- 
ers & Merchants Bank of Bismarck, nor has he retired altogether from agricul- 
tural interests, for he still manages and carries on a farm of over four hun- 
dred acres of rich and valuable land adjoining the town. 
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On the 10th of May, I~OO, Mr. Young was married to Miss Clara Grace 
Gundy, who was born in Newell township, and is a daughter of F. M. and Mary 
(Smith) Gundy. Mrs. Young pursued her education in Knox College at Gales- 
burg, Illinois. By her marriage she has become the mother of three children: 
Beatrice M., born March 17, 1903; Francis J., born November 26, 1906; and 
Grace Catherine, December 6, 1908. Both Mr. and Mrs. Young are faithful 
members and earnest workers in the Christian church, being always interested 
in its welfare and growth. 

Mr. Young is prominent in Masonry, having attained the thirty-second degree 
of the Scottish Rite. The craft recognizes in him an exemplary member and one 
who is most loyal to its teachings. His wife in connected with the ladies' aux- 
iliary, the Eastern Star, and is one of its helpful and interested members. Mr. 
Young also holds membership in the Modern Woodmen camp of Bismarck, ir, 
which he has filled all of the chairs. His political allegiance is given to the 
democracy and while he has never sought nor desired political office, he has 
served as school treasurer for six years. He cooperates in all movements for 
the material, intellectual and moral progress of the community and is recog- 
nized as one of the foremost business men of the county, his extensive and 
well managed interests placing him in a prominent position in trade circles. 

GEORGE M. WILSON. 

George M. Wilson is a prosperous farmer of Middlefork township, who 
owns a valuable farm of two hundred and forty acres on section 16, and has 
been a resident of the township for ten years and of the county forty-eight years, 
during which time he has made many friends here. He is a native of Pick- 
away county, Ohio, where he was born August 18, 1854, and is the son of John 
H. and Bolivia H. (McClary) Wilson, the former a native of Virginia and the 
latter of Ohio, where she was born September 22, 1827. The father was born 
in 1802 and lived in his native state a great part of his life, but in 1835, like 
many other southerners who were dissatisfied with the institution of slavery, 
he removed to Ohio, and in 1862 he came to Vermilion county, Illinois. Here 
he bought a farm upon which he lived until his death in 1877. Mrs. Wilson 
survived her husband many years and was called to her final rest in February, 
1905, at the age of seventy-eight years. Five children were born to them: Re- 
becca, the wife of Lankford Wiles, of Jasper county, Illinois; George M., the 
subject of this review; Andrew D., a resident of Spokane, Washington; Fred- 
erick C. and Otis L., both of this comty. 

George M. Wilson came to Vermilion county with his parents when he was 
eight years of age. He was educated in the district schobls and reared upon 
the farm where he continued until he was twenty-seven years of age, when he 
purchased a farm in Blount township, paying twenty dollars an acre. After 
improving and cultivating the same for four years, he sold the place and pur- 
chased another which he developed for five years. By industry and persever- 
ance he increased the value of this farm so that upon disposing of it he was 
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able to purchase one hundred acres in Ross township, where he lived for nine 
years. Once more he sold out and purchased one hundred and sixty acres on sec- 
tion 16, Middlefork township, to which he has added a tract of eighty acres, mak- 
ing a fine and valuable property. A commodious residence and ample barns and 
outbuildings indicate that Mr. Wilson has up-to-date ideas as to the comforts 
and conveniences which may be enjoyed by the farmer. He has not confined 
his activities to agriculture entirely, but has paid considerable attention to the 
raising of live stock, and in this as in all departments of the farm he has shown 
a judgment and skill that have steadily increased the annual income of the place 
and added to its value. 

In 1881 Mr. Wilson was united in marriage to Miss Elizabeth Smith, who 
is a native of this county, born December 17, 1852. She is a daughter of George 
G. and Eliza (Fairchild) Smith, her father being a native of Ohio and her 
mother of Vermilion county. Both of the parents are now living in Blount 
township. Three children blessed the union of Mr.- and Mrs. IVilson : Everett 
W., a farmer of Vermilion county; Homer H., also engaged in farming in this 
county; and Annie E., living with her parents at home. All three attended 
Potomac high school. 

Mr. and Mrs. Wilson are members of the Methodist Episcopal church of 
Potomac, and he is also identified with the Modem liioodmen of America, and 
has filled several offices in that organization. In  the various responsibilities 
as head of the family and as a citizen Mr. Wilson has discharged his abligations 
so as to merit and receive the respect of all who know him. 

LEMUEL BAXLEY RUSSELL, M. D. 

Lemuel Baxley Russell, physician and surgeon, who since 1896 has practiced 
continuously and ably in Hoopeston, was born December 31, 1868, in Iroquois 
county, Illinois, and is a son of L. B. Russell, Sr. Spending his youthful days 
in his parents' home, Dr. Russell pursued his education in the public schools, 
also at Goodwine, Illinois, and in Grand Prairie Seminary at  Onarga, from 
which he was graduated with the class of 1891, when twenty-two years of age. 
Following his graduation he carried out his plans of becoming a member of the 
medical profession by entering Rush Medical College, of Chicago, completing 
the latter course with the class of 1894. He then practiced for a year a t  Pine 
Village, Indiana, and promoted his efficiency by several months' study in the 
Post Graduate College of Chicago. 

Dr. Russell located at Hoopeston on the 1st of January, 1896, for general 
practice, and has since remained, becoming recognized as one of the ablest, 
most efficient and most conscientious members of the profession in this city, 
while reading and research keep him in touch with the advancement of the times 
and he is recognized as one who is most careful in the diagnosis of a case and 
whose application of scientific- principles is judiciously applied. As a member 
of the b a r d  of health, the Doctor recently has been instrumental in discovering 
the source of infection that has been causing almost an epidemic of typhoid 
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fever in Hoopeston, which will, in all probability, prevent the spread of the 
disease. Aside from his practice he has extensive landed interests in Iroquois 
county, Illinois, and Hamilton county, Indiana, controlling about six hundred 
and sixty acres. In  the management of his farming interests he displays good 
business discernment and his interests are  so controlled that a most gratifying 
annual return is secured. 

Dr. Russell was married in Hoopeston on the 30th of July, 1902, to Miss 
Irma St. Clair Wallace. Her  parents were among the oldest residents of this 
city, where Mr. Wallace was for  many years editor of the Chronicle, and one 
of the most prominent and respected business men of the town. Dr. and Mrs. 
Russell now have two children: Elizabeth Webb, born in Hoopeston, June 4, 
1904; and Irma, born May 20, 1907. Mrs. Russell is a member of the Universal- 
ist church. 

The Doctor's political allegiance is given to the democracy and at times he has 
taken an active part in its support but without ambition for office. The only public 
position he has ever held has been in the strict path of his profession-a mem- 
ber of the board of health of Hoopeston for a number of years. He is a Royal 
Arch Mason and is a past master of the blue lodge. H e  belongs to the Com- 
mercial Club and is interested in all that pertains to the welfare and upbuilding 
of his adopted city, cooperating in the projects of the Commercial Club for 
its upbuilding and in all the movements which are put forth for its welfare. 
In  strictly professional lines, he is connected with the Hoopeston Medical Society, 
the Vermilion County Medical Society, the State Medical Society and the 
American Medical Association, and was honored by election as the first president 
of the Hoopestan Society, a fact which indicates his standing among his brethren 
of the profession in this city. H e  has throughout his life made wise use of his 
time and talents ; and his ability, natural and acquired, has placed him in a leading 
position among the physicians of eastern Illinois. 

A. E. MILEMORE. 

The steps of progress are noted quite as much in agricultural lines today as 
in other fields of business activity, and prominent among those farmers of Ver- 
milion county who are carrying on their agricultural pursuits according to modern 
and up-to-date methods is A. E. Milemore. Born across the waters, his birth 
occurred in England on the 15th of March, 1849, his parents being James and 
Ann (Kitchner) Milemore, both natives of that country. They came to America 
in 1852, first locating in Danville, Illinois, and for a time the father operated a 
rented farm in Catlin township. Later, however, he purchased the old home- 
stead of one hundred acres upon which their only son, the subject of this re- 
view, now makes his home. The parents are now dead, the mother passing 
away in March, 1878, while the father survived her only six months. They 
were laid to rest in the Danville cemetery. 

A. E. Milemore was a little lad of three years when he made the long voy- 
age across the Atlantic in company with his parents. Consequently the greater 
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part of his childhood was passed in this country, and in the schools of Illinois 
he acquired his education. Reared to farm work, he was early trained to habits 
of industry, economy and integrity, and these qualities have proven salient 
elements throughout his entire business career. He remained under the parental 
roof until 1872, in which year he laid the foundation for a happy home life of 
his own by his marriage to Miss Mary Swindall, a native of Kentucky. She 
was one of three children born unto Jacob and Eliza Swindall, both now deceased. 

After his marriage Mr. AIilernore located upon a rented farm, which he 
continued to 3perate for about two years, or until the death of his father, when 
he came i ~ t o  possession of the old homestead and upon which he has since con- 
tinued to reside. He has devoted his entire time and attention to its further 
development and improvement, and that his efforts were effective forces in the 
acquirement of substantial results is indicated by the fact that his place is now 
one of the well improved and valuable properties in the locality. He has con- 
ducted his affairs according to modern ar,d up-to-date methods, has been care- 
fuI and systematic in the management of his interests, and today is numbered 
among the successful and progressive farmers of Catlin township. 

With the passing of the years, the home of Mr. and Mrs. hlilemore was 
blessed with four children, as follows: Anna, who was killed by a horse when 
twenty-two years of age; Charles, also deceased ; Homer, who was graduated 
from the University of Michigan at Ann Arbor and is now a practicing attorney 
of Danville; and Laura, a graduate of the Hazel Grove School, whb has for 
four years been engaged in teaching at Oak Lawn. 

Mr. and Mrs. Milemore are active and faithful members of the Congregational 
church at Catlin, while in his political belief Mr. Milemore is a republican. The 
honors and emoluments of office hold no attraction for him, however, for he 
has preferred to concentrate his time and energies upon the conduct of his priv- 
ate business affairs which, carefully managed, have brought him a most sub- 
stantial degree of prosperity. He early learned the lesson that success must be 
purchased at the price of earnest, well defined labor, and as the years have gone 
by his record has been one of indefatigable effort and close application to business. 

JOHN UNGER. 

John Unger, for thirty years past a farmer of the state of Illinois and now 
the owner of a valuable place of four hundred and eighty acres near Hoopeston, 
Vermilion county, which he acquired mainly through his own perseverance 
and industry, was born near Milford, Iroquois county, Illinois, November 18, 
1855. He is a son of Samuel and Margaret (Metz) Unger, the former a na- 
tive of Morgan county, Virginia, now West Virginia, where he was born July 
26, 1829. The father came to Iroquois county, February I,  1854, and on Feb- 
ruary 22, 1855, he was married. His faithful companion departed this life 
at Hoopeston, April 8, 1901. S ix  years earlier, on April 8, 1895, the father 
of the family was called to his reward. Mrs. Unger was of Pennsylvania Dutch 
descent and was a woman of many noble characteristics. The great-great- 
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grandfather of our subject emigrated from Germany in the latter part of the 
seventeenth cenkry and the grandfather was not able to speak English until 
he was fifteen years of age. 

John Unger was reared on the farm, where his father conducted agricul- 
tural and stock-raising operations upon a flourishing scale, and was educated 
in the common schools. From his earliest recollection he has been interested 
in farming. He  assisted his father until 1877, then beginning for himself upon 
rented land northeast of Milford. After acquiring some practical experience 
and a moderate amount of capital his father gave him forty acres of land 
which it was necessary to drain by means of a ditch before it was capable of 
cultivation. In 1887 he purchased forty acres more adjoining his farm although 
at the same time he continued operating rented land in the neighborhood. In 
1888 he disposed of his landed interests and invested in one hundred and sixty 
acres in the southern part of Iroquois county, four miles northeast of Hoopeston. 
Here for the first time he lived in his own house, but he sold this farm in 1894 
and purchased one hundred and sixty acres six miles southwest of Hoopeston, 
where he now lives. In 1901 he bought eighty acres adjoining and has since 
zcquired other land so that at present he is the owner of a farm covering three- 
quarters of a section, which is worth from one hundred and twenty-five to one 
hundred and seventy-five dollars per acre, and he is known as one of the most 
flourishing farmers in this part of the county. 

On December 24, 1879, Mr. Unger was united in marriage to Miss Eliza 
E. Hickman, at her country home near Sheldon, Iroquois county. Of this union 
one child, Inez, was born December g, 1880, the mother being called away Sep- 
tember g, 1881, leaving a daughter nine months old. On August 20, 1885, Mr. 
Unger was again married, the lady of his choice being Miss Abigail Peters, 
whose parents were living near Milford. The home of Mr. and Mrs. Unger 
has been blessed by eight children: George E., born June 30, 1886; an infant, 
born October g, 1889, who died October 15, 1889; Maudie Ann, born April 8, 
1891; Samuel O., who was born March 27, 1893 and died November 22, 1893; 
John W., who was born February 25, 1895, and died February 20, 1906; Lovey 
Elma, born September g, 1896; Parker Gerald and Sheridan Harold, twins, 
born October 3, 1902. Inez C. is now the wife of George H. Umbanhowar, a 
farmer of Grant township, and George E. was married to Eva L. Gladding and 
is engaged in farming in Grant township. 

Mr. Unger has been identified with the republican party ever since he cast 
his- first ballot, but he has never been ambitious to fill public office although, 
since April 14, 1899, he has served to the general satisfaction of the people as 
school director in his district, his present term expiring in April, 1911. H e  is 
a member of the Detective Association, No. 44, of Hoopeston,+thenvise known 
as the Horse Company. In  his religious belief Mr. Unger is an earnest Protest- 
tant. At nineteen years of age he became a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
church and ever since that time has remained in full connection with the church 
and for many years has held the office of trustee. In the opinion of Mr. Unger 
pure, undefiled religion should stand before everything else in the world. He has 
always been an earnest worker for the cause of religion and he has made many 
sacrifices in advancing the interests of the church of his choice. From the 
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time of starting out in life upon his own account the subject of our review has 
never made a practice of accumulating a fortune at the expense of others. His 
ambition from the start has been to retain his own self-respect and to  be worthy 
of the respect of friends and neighbors, and at the same time to make his family 
comfortable. H e  has often put the welfare of others before his own and he 
still maintains this position. The golden rule, "Do unto others as you would 
that others should do unto you," has been the standard of his life and in arriv- 
ing at a settlement of differences between himself and others, his aim has been 
to put himself in the other man's place before giving a final decision. He is a 
man who shakes hands with his neighbors whes he meets them and is con- 
sidered a man of good judgment, as many cbme to him for advice. During the 
course of his entire life he has never engaged in a lawsuit and he is a firm be- 
liever in obedience to the divine law as set down in the New Testament and 
also in obedience to the laws of the country. He believes that the statutes of 
the American republic are among the best to be found in the world and that 
they will continue to be improved as long as the republic stands. H e  also be- 
lieves that an upright character is of vastly more worth than great wealth and 
in acquiring character such as is indicated, he has also attained success finan- 
cially in an unusual degree. Mr. Unger is a striking example of a man who 
has applied in his life the principles enunciated by the great Master and has 
found that they are entirely practical, leading not only to worldly fortune but 
to that condition described as "the peace that passeth understanding." 

JESSE BUTZ. 

Among the citizens of Vermilion county who attained an honorable place 
in the community through their acknowledged ability and personal worth may 
be named Jesse Butz, whose sudden death less than a year ago will ever call 
forth expressions of profound regret. He was a native of this county and here 
he lived for fifty years, by his example inspiring many others to the pursuit of 
ideals that seldom fail of beneficent results. He will be remembered as one 
of the most popular and successful farmers of his part of the county and as a 
man who always controlled by principles of brotherliness and a sincere desire 
to seek for nothing but what would redound to the ad~antage of all. H e  was 
born in Pilot township, September 30, 1859, and was a son of Samuel and Mary 
Butz, whose family history is mentioned in the sketch of Dr. J. E. P. Butz. 

Having received his education in the common schools, Mr. Butz became con- 
nected with the Goldsmith Mercantile Company at Danville, where he continued 
for seven years and gained many practical ideas of business that were of great 
benefit to him in his after life. From early years he was attracted to agricultural 
pursuits and as soon as opportunity offered he devoted himself to farming in- 
terests, developing as years passed a remarkable talent in a line to which he 
was eminently adapted, and he became the owner of a farm of five hundred 
acres in Middlefork and Pilot townships, which was recognized as one of the 
best conducted and most productive farms of the county. On March 28, ~gro, 
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Mr. Butz was killed by a train while crossing the railroad track on his way from 
Amstrong to Penfield. The loss of such a man was justly regarded as one of 
the severest that the county has known, the victim of the accident being in the 
very prime of his Iife, which was one of great usefulness not only to his family 
but to the entire community. 

On March 18, 1885, Mr. Butz was united in marriage to Miss Adeline 'CVil- 
ber, and two children were born to them, one of whom is still living, Mary 
Adeline, the wife of John Mann, of Rossville, Illinois. Mrs. Butz having been 
called away, Mr. Butz was again married September 4, 1904, the lady of his 
choice being Miss Mary Foley Luckey, who is the mother of one child, Samuel 
Jesse. Mrs. Butz is a daughter of George W. and Mary (bicGill) Luckey. 
The father was born in Indiana, July 24, 1827, and came to T7ermilion county 
at sixteen years of age, in 1843. In 1844 he was married to Miss Margaret Oder 
and to them seven children were born: Alonzo, Margaret, Samuel, Charles. 
George, Grant and Susan. Having lost his first wife in 1867, RIr. Luckey was 
married November 17,1879, to Mrs. Mary Moorhead, and three children were born 
to this union, two of whom are now living: Hugh hI. and Mary F., the latter of 
whom became the wife of the subject of this review. 

Mr. Butz was active and capable in a high degree in anything he undertook 
and was easily one of the most popular men in his part of the county. His at- 
tention was mainly given to his farming interests, but his ability was widely 
recognized and at the time of his death he was a member of the county board of 
supervisors, a position he filled with the highest credit to himself and the people 
of the county. Capable as he was in affairs of business, it was as a husband 
and father in the sacred precincts of his home that his nature best found ex- 
pression. Here the noblest elements of his heart and Iife manifested themselves 
and it is as a kindly and loving companion and guide that he will be remembered 
by those to whom he was most closely united. Mrs. Butz is now living at the 
family homestead in Middlefork township and has a wide circle of friends 
and acquaintances, whom she has attracted by years of association and helpful 
interest. 

H. E. BALDWIN, M. D. 

Dr. H. E. Baldwin, a physician and surgeon of Sidell, was born in Dan- 
ville, Illinois, December 10, 1882, and is a son of Hiram and Susan (Henderson) 
Baldwin, he former a native of Clay county, Pennsylvania, and the latter of 
Vermilion county, Illinois. The father was seventeen years of age when he 
came to this county, where he secured employment as a farm hand three miles 
south of Danville. Four years later he was married and the following year 
his father-in-law died, at which time he took charge of the home place, buying 
the interest of the other heirs in the property. He resided there until 1895, 
when he sold out to the Kellyville Coal Company at one hundred dollars per 
acre, being the first man in that section to receive as high a price for his land. 
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H e  continued to reside upon the farm, however, until 1898, when he removed 
to Danville, where he has since made his home, enjoying a well earned rest, 
while the fruits of his former toil enable him to secure all of the comforts and 
some of the luxuries of life. He exercises his right of franchise in support of 
the republican party, is a Master Mason and is one of Vermilion county's well 
known and highly esteemed citizens. He and his wife are members of the Cum- 
berland Presbyterian church and their good qualities have endeared them to all 
with whom they have been associated. 

Dr. Baldwin spent his youthful days at home, pursued his education in the 
schools of Danville, passing through the consecutive grades until he was grad- 
uated from the high school with the class of 1900. He then took up the study 
of medicine, reading under the preceptorship of Dr. S. C. Glidden of Dan- 
ville, who directed his studies for two years, at the end of which time he entered 
the medical department of Columbian University at  Washington, D. C. He 
is numbered among its alumni of 1 9 5  and following his graduation he spent 
one year in hospital work, superintending Casualty Hospital in Washington. 
Prior to this time he had spent two years in the University Hospital while at- 
tending lectures, and his broad experience acquired in this way well qualified 
him for the onerous and responsible duties which have since devolved upon 
him. Following his graduation he located in Jamaica, where he spent two 
years in practice, and in 198  he came to Sidell, where he has since been ac- 
corded a liberal professional support. 

On the 30th of April, 1 9 ~ 0 ,  Dr. Baldwin wedded Miss Jessie Said of Dan- 
ville and they now have one son, S. Glidden Baldwin. The Doctor is a member 
of Sidell Lodge, No. 780, A. F. & A. M.; the Modern Woodmen of America; 
the Yeomer, of America and the Phi Chi, a Greek letter fraternity. Politically 
he is a republican and his religious belief is indicated in his membership in the 
Presbyterian church, while his wife worships at the Methodist Episcopal church. 
H e  keeps in touch with the advanced thought of the profession in his mem- 
bership with the vermilion County Medical Society, the Illinois State Medical 
Society and the American Medical Association. In his practice he manifests 
an ability that is widely recognized in the liberal patronage that is accorded him. 

AMOS JACKSON. 

Amos Jackson was at the time of his death one of the best known and 
wealthiest citizens of Vermilion county,.and the story of his career is the story 
of honest industry and thrift. H e  was born in Clinton county, Indiana, on the 
15th of September, 1837, and was a son of John Jackson. His mother, who 
was a native of Ohio, died when he was only two years old and his father, a 
native of Washington county, Pennsylvania, passed away eight years later. 
Therefore, a t  the early age of ten years he was left an orphan and had to be- 
gin the battle of life alone. 

Coming to Vermilion county in 1856, Mr. Jackson started a brickyard and 
factory in connection with his brothers at  Indianola, where he made his home 
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for some time. Later he turned his attention to  farming and so successful was 
he in that occupation that he eventually became the owner of over one thousand 
acres of very valuable and productive land. His home place, where he lived 
for so many years, was west of Side11 and was a very valuable and well im- 
proved property. He also owned a large stock farm near Paris, Illinois, being 
for several years extensively engaged in buying, selling and shipping a large 
amount of stock besides those he raised on his own place. In fact, he became 
one of the most prominent stockmen of his community and for a time was as- 
sociated with a Mr. Reynolds in that business, maintaining an office at  the 
Chicago Stock Yards. For a short time he made his home in the city of 
Paris and then removed to Danville, taking up his residence on Walnut street. 
Subsequently, however, he removed to the comer of Wayne and Buchanan 
streets, where he owned the fine home that his family still occupies. 

It was on the 15th of November, 1858, that Mr. Jackson was united in mar- 
riage to Miss Sarah Hesler, a daughter of Frank and Zilpha (Gilgus) Hesler. 
She was born in Indianola and after the death of her mother, which occurred 
when she was quite small, she made her home with her maternal grandparents, 
Mr. and Mrs. John Gilgus, who came to this state from Kentucky and were 
among the first settlers of Indianola, Mr. Gilgus being a pioneer merchant of 
that city. He  brought his first stock of goods from Cincinnati, Ohio, by wagon. 
H e  was one of the most highly respected men of his cornrnuni,ty and in busi- 
ness affairs was very successful. Mrs. Jackson's father was a farmer by occu- 
pation and made his home in Vermilion county for many years but later re- 
moved to Douglas county, this state. Of the seven children born to Mr.. and 
Mrs. Jackson one is now deceased and the others are: John L.; Frank; Jennie, 
the wife of H. L. Freeman; Laura, now Mrs. Wm. Pundt; Ada, the wife of 
Burt Jones; and Lula, the wife of D. R. Swam. 

In  his political affiliations Mr. Jackson was a democrat and in his social 
relations was a Mason. He  attended the Methodist Episcopal church and led 
an upright, honorable life, which commended him to the confidence and high 
regard of all who knew him. In business affairs he was always found prompt 
and thoroughly reliable, and, being dependent upon his own resources from the 
early age of ten years, the success that he attained was certainly well deserved. 
H e  not only left his family a large estate but also a good name and the memory 
of one to whom reference can always be made with pride. He passed away 
on the 14th of December, 1895, in Danville, and was buried in Spring Hill 
cemetery. 

ANDREW PETERSON. 

The life record of Andrew Peterson is an excellent example of what may 
be accomplished in America by a man of foreign birth. Oliver Wendell Holmes 
characterized America as -the "land of opportunity," while Benjamin Harrison 
said: "The gates of Castle Garden- never swing outward." This is but another 
way of saying that the advantages of the new world are so great that he who 
comes from foreign lands to  this country does not desire to return for perrna- 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



HISTORY O F  VERMILION COUNTY 439 

nent residence. Mr. Peterson is numbered among the valued citizens of Hoopes- 
ton that Sweden has furnished to the United States. R e  was born December 7, 
1864, a son of Jens and Maria (Larson) Peterson, both of whom passed away 
while still residents of Sweden. In their family were nine children, seven sons 
and two daughters, of whom the following are still living: Rev. P. Peterson, 
a minister of the Swedish Lutheran church, now located at Rankin, Illinois; 
Swan, a florist of Gibson City, Illinois; Ella, the widow of Nels Johnson and 
now a resident of Hoopeston; Anna, the wife of Andrew Olson, residing in 
Sweden; Nels, whose home is at Harby, Sweden; and Jens, also living in the 
old country. 

The other surviving member of the family is Andicw Peterson, who was 
educated in Sweden, attending school until sixteen years of age when he came 
to America with an older brother. I t  requires courage to sever home ties and 
leave one's native land, facing a future the conditions of which are unknown, 
but with resolute spirit Andrew Peterson turned his face to the new world, 
hoping that he might have better opportunities in this country than he could se- 
cure in Sweden. He settled first in Gibson City, Illinois, and for one term at- 
tended the public schools there, thus acquainting himself more largely with the 
English language. He made it his first duty then to learn the business of a 
horticulturist and florist, and followed this in connection with the Rev. L. L. 
Reinhart, with whom he remained for eight years, gaining comprehensive knowl- 
edge of the business. He then removed to Chicago and was employed 'by Theo- 
dore Freeman in the retail grocery business, remaining in his service for six 
years. On the expiration of that period he took up his abode at Paxton, Illinois, 
and bought out Andrew Johnson, a florist. He remained there for nine years 
and during that time purchased a greenhouse of F. L. Shriever, of Hoopeston, 
which he conducted at the same time, carrying on his enterprise at Paxton for 
about four years. 

In 1905 he sold his interests in Paxton and concentrated his energies upon 
his business at Hoopeston. H e  has remodeled the plant, adding to his build- 
ings, and has also purchased ten acres just outside the corporation limits of 
the town on which he also has a number of large greenhouses. In fact his 
equipment for the conduct of his business is the largest of this kind to be found 
in this entire section of the state. His shipments cover a wide territory, ex- 
tending from New Mexico to Canada, and the productions of his greenhouses 
are to be found in the principal cities of the United States. H e  was a poor 
boy when he came to the new world, and moreover met with the misfortune 
of having his leg broken while en route on a steamship. When he accepted 
his first position he was in debt to the amount of two hundred and seventy-five 
dollars. H e  made it his first object to discharge his financial obligations and 
since that time economy and industry have advanced his interests in a substan- 
tial way until he is now at the head of an extensive enterprise, bringing him 
very gratifying financial returns each year. 

Mr. Peterson was married in Chicago, April 11, 1896, to  Matilda Johnson, 
a daughter of John Swanson, -also a native of Sweden. Mr. Peterson attrib- 
utes much of his success to his wife, who at all times has been to him a faith- 
ful helpmate as well as a devotkd companion. They arc members of the Luth- 
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eran church and Mr. Peterson belongs to Star Lodge, No. 709 A. F. & A. M., and 
to the Modern Woodmen camp. His political views are in accord with the prin- 
ciples of the republican party. His life work may well serve as an example 
to others who wish to attain success but must start out in life as he did, with- 
out capital or  the aid of influential friends. Gradually he has worked his way 
upward and his efforts have been effective forces in the attainment of pros- 
perity in this country, where "labor is king." 

THOMAS BENNETT. 

For almost half a century Thomas Bennett has been numbered among 
the leading and representative citizens of Vermilion county and in its 
development and improvement he has ever borne an active and prominent part. 
For many years he was successfully engaged in farming and stock-raising, but 
is now living retired a inile and a half south of Rossville, enjoying the fruits 
of former toil. His early home was on the other side of the Atlantic, for he 
was born in Bedfordshire, England, on the 24th of June, 1830, a son of Thomas 
and Rebecca (Stewart) Bennett, who were also natives of England and brought 
their family to America in 1851, locating upon a farm in Ross township, Ver- 
milion county, Illinois. Here the father purchased three hundred and twenty 
acres of land and to its cultivation and improvement he devoted his energies 
throughout the remainder of his life. He converted the tract into a valuable 
property, supplied with all the improvements known at that time. His death 
occurred when he was about seventy-four years of age and both he and his wife 
were laid to rest in the Mann burying ground. 

In the family of this worthy couple were nine children, of whom Thomas 
is the seventh in order of birth, but only three of the number are now living, 
the brothers of our subject being Samuel and Simeon, now residents of Danville. 

Reared in the land of his nativity, Thomas Bennett acquired his education 
in the common schools and after coming to the United States assisted his 
father in the operation of the home farm for some time. He had previously 
learned the butcher's trade in England and later engaged in that business at Cov- 
ington, Indiana, for fifteen years. In connection with that enterprise he also gave 
some attention to packing and gradually developed a profitable business along 
that line. For a time he also engaged in the butchering business in Danville and 
was in the employ of Henry Smith, a pioneer merchant of this city, for whom 
he worked for twelve dollars per month and had to board himself. He also 
drove a t e r n  for William Lamb, one of the early settlers of the county, who 
was killed during the Civil war. 

Mr. Bennett was married in October, 1858, to Miss Catherine E. Mann, a 
sister of Abraham Mann and a daughter of Abraham Mann, Sr. She died in 
1872 and the six children born of that marriage are also deceased. For his 
second wife Mr. Bennett married Miss Frances Beal, a native of Kentucky 
and a resident of Vermilion county. They today occupy one of the finest resi- 
dences in this portion of the state, it being thoroughly modern and up-to-date 
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in all its appoictments, finished throughout with hard wood, lighted by gas and 
supplied with water from Mr. Bennett's own water works upon his place. 

In the management of his affairs Mr. Bennett has met with most excellent 
success, being a man of enterprise, sound judgment and good business ability 
as well as industrious and progressive, and to  these characteristics he owes his 
prosperity. As his financial resources increased he made judicious investments 
in real estate and at one time was the owner of sixteen hundred acres of land 
but has since disposed of part of this, retaining, however, about one thousand 
acres of very valuable and highly cultivated land. During his active connection 
with agricultural pursuits he gave special attention to the raising of cattle and 
high grade hogs, shipping annually about five hundred head of Duroc Jersey 
hogs and seventy-five to one hundred head of cattle each year. He became one 
of the most extensive stock-dealers in this section of the state but is now prac- 
tically living retired, looking after his invested interests. 

hfr. Bennett became identified with the republican party upon its organ- 
ization, casting his first presidential vote for John C. Fremont, but at local 
elections he supports the men and measures whom he believes best qualified 
for office regardless of party affiiliations. For many years he served as school 
treasurer and has always taken a commendable interest in educational affairs, do- 
ing all in his power to promote the moral, intellectual and material development 
of this section of the country. Both he and his wife are earnest and consistent 
members of the Methodist Episcopal church and are people of prominence in 
the community where they reside. Coming to this region when the country 
was largely a wild and unimproved district, Mr. Bennett has borne an active 
part in its development and progress and is well worthy of honorable mention 
in the history of his adopted county. 

ROBERT FROST PINEGAR. 

Robert Frost Pinegar, agent for the Big Four Railroad Company at Oak- 
wood, was born near Fairmount, Illinois, April 8, 1872, a son of James and 
Elizabeth (Crawford) Pinegar, who were natives of Tennessee and Indiana 
respectively. They were married in the latter state in 1853 and in 1861 re- 
moved to Ashkurn, Illinois, where they remained for a few years before coming 
to Vermilion county. Here they settled on a farm near Fairmount, the father 
renting land which he continued to cultivate until 1880, when he retired from 
active life, taking up his abode in Danville. His remaining days were spent 
in the enjoyment of a well earned rest to the 24th of September, 1898, when 
he passed away, since which time his widow, who is now seventy-seven years of 
age, has resided with her children. ,4t the time of the Civil war Mr. Pinegar 
responded to the country's call for troops, enlisting on the 12th of August, 1862, 
as a member of Company C, Eighty-eighth Illinois Infantry. He participated 
in the battle of Chickamauga on the 19th and 20th of September, 1863; Mis- 
sion Ridge, November 25, 1863; Rocky Face Ridge, May 12, 1864; Resaca, 
Georgia, May 14 and IS, 1864; and Adairsville, May 17, 1864 The company 
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was at  first commanded by W. A. Whiting, who was succeeded by H. H. Cush- 
ing, while the colonel was F. T. .Sherman. Mr. Pinegar was also with General 
Sherman cm the famous march to the sea. He  received an honorable discharge 
February 8, 1865. At Adairsville he was wounded in the left arm and the in- 
juries finally caused paralysis, eventually ending his life in September, 1898. 
Unto Mr. and Mrs. James Pinegar were born seven children: Ella, Charlie and 
!Margaret, all deceased; Julia A., the wife of Isaac Bryant, of Farmersburg, 
Indiana; Ara L., the wife of Clark Thompson, of Danville; James R., deceased ; 
and Robert F. 

Robert F. Pinegar spent his youthful days in his parents' home, there re- 
maining until twenty-five years of age. Following his marriage he engaged in 
clerking in a store and then occupied a restaurant position, in which he continued 
for a year. He afterward carried the mail on a rural route for nine months, at  
the end of which time he turned his attention to the paper-hanging and paint- 
ing business, in which he continued for three years. He  then undertook the 
task of building a house from the foundation up and when this was completed 
accepted the position of agent for the Big Four Railroad Company at  Oakwood, 
having in his younger years learned telegraphy. He has continued in this posi- 
tion to the present time, never losing a day, his efficiency and faithfulness gain- 
ing him the entire confidence of the company while his courtesy and obliging 
manner made him a favorite with the patrons of the road. 

On the 4th of August, 1898, Mr. Pinegar was married to Miss Myrta A. 
Young, who was born March 19, 1872, a daughter of John H. and Sarah (Lock- 
hart) Young, the former a native of Indiana and the latter of Illinois. Her  
grandparents were Thomas H. and Eliza (Moffett) Young, natives of Kentucky 
who removed to Indiana in the early 'ms and there entered land from the govern- 
ment. The farm which Thomas H. Young there developed continued to be 
their home throught their remaining days. Their son, John H. Young, re- 
mained at  home until 1862, when he enlisted in the Seventy-second Indiana 
Regiment for service in the Civil war and participated in a number of important 
battles. At Chickamauga he was wounded in the left leg and left arm and a t  
Franklin, Tennessee, was mustered out. Following his return to Indiana he 
engaged in clerking in a drug store and also taught school for several years. 
In  1869 he removed to a farm in Newel1 township, Virginia county, where he 
lived for two years, after which he spent three years in Nebraska. He then 
returned to  Vermilion county, where he engaged in farming for E. E. Boudinot. 
I n  1880 he formed a partnership with Mr. Bond and they established a general 
store a t  Oakwood. Ten days later Mr. Young purchased his partner's interest 
and conducted the business until 1897, when his store was destroyed by fire. 
Later he established a drug store which he is now conducting. He married 
Sarah L. Lockhart, a native of this county, and the daughter of Joseph and 
Louisa (Chandler) Lockhart, natives of Kentucky, who came to  Vermilion 
county in 1827. Mr. and Mrs. Young became parents of five children: Nellie, 
who was born December 28; 1868, and died September 15, 1895; John H., who 
died at the age of nine months; Myrta, now Mrs. Pinegar; Charles C., who is 
postmaster of Oakwood ; and Vera L., a t  home. Mr. Young is still an active 
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business man of Oakwood, now sixty-six years of age, and his wife is sixty- 
two years of age. 

The marriage of Mr. and Mrs. Pinegar has been blessed with two children: 
Nellie June, born June 22, 1899; and John Roberts Clark, born October 13, 
1903. The parents are consistent and faithful members of the Christian church 
and Mr. Pinegar belongs to the Modern Woodmen Camp of Oakwood and to 
the Order of Railroad Telegraphers. His political allegiance has always been 
given to the republican party and he has served for one year as village clerk. 
His wife was for seven years a successful teacher of Vermilion county, before 
her marriage. Both possess admirable characteristics which have gained for 
them warm and lasting regard and they are numbered among the most highly 
esteemed residents of Oakwood. 

GEORGE E. TILTON. 

Aithough Illinois has attracted from other states many of her most useful 
and enterprising citizens and not a few of her people have come from across 
the sea, it is also true that many of the men and women of Illinois were born 
within its limits and here made their permanent home. In  this state they grew 
up and here they established themselves and by industry and good management 
attained the prosperity which almost invariably attends honorable efforts. 

Among the number of native sons of Illinois was George E. Tilton, now 
deceased, who was a well known farmer of Grant township, Vermilion county. 
He first saw the light of day December I, 1851, a son of Frederick and Affa K. 
(Horton) Tilton, the father a native of Quebec, Canada, and the mother of 
Habersham county, Georgia. Frederick Tilton came to Illinois at an early 
date and entered a large tract of land, becoming one of the successful 
pioneer farmers, and here he passed away. There were ten children born to 
the union of Mr. and Mrs. Tilton, six of whom are now living. The subject of the 
review grew up under the fostering care of a loving father and mother and was 
educated in the district schools. After laying his books aside he continued with 
his parents, being associated with his father in farming operations, in which he 
was very successful. He  became the owner of one of the well improved farms 
in Grant township and attained a reputation as one of the most thorough farmers 
in the region. On July 21, 1908, Mr. Tilton was called from earthly scenes, 
at the age of fifty-six years, seven months and twenty days. His death was 
deeply regretted by the people of the entire region, as he had been an active 
and useful member of the community. The remains of this worthy citizen were 
interred in Red Top cemetery. 

In 1881 Mr. Tilton was united in marriage to Miss Mary Judy, who was 
called away three years later. She was the mother of two children: Frederick, 
now a resident of Montana; and- Pearl, deceased. On April I, 1888, Mr. Tilton 
was again married, the lady of his choice being Miss Florence Clements, a na- 
tive of La Salle county, Illinois, and a daughter of Hugh and Sarah (Bowlby) 
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Clernents. By the second marriage six children were born: Ray E., Mary I,., 
Ida M., Grace E., Viola E. and Orlo H. 

Mr. Tilton gave his adhesion to  the democratic party, believing that its prin- 
ciples are those most in accordance with the objects of a free government. The 
only official positions he ever held were minor offices in the township. He  was 
an earnest and devout member of the Methodist Episcopal church, accepting 
the teachings of that church as the doctrines of the New Testament. As a 
citizen he attempted to perform his duty and in all relations of life his con- 
stant aim was to be governed by the principles of truth and justice. Mrs. Til- 
ton now resides with her children on the home farm and as the head of the 
family is ably discharging the responsibilities that in years past devolved upon 
her husband. She is identified with the Methodist Episcopal church and is a 
willing assistant in any cause that seeks to advance the permanent interest of 
the people of Grant township, where she has passed a large part of her life and 
where she is recognized as one of its most worthy representatives. 

HENRY L. CHACE. 

Henry L. Chace, a veteran of the Civil war, whose loyalty in days of peace 
has been equally pronounced, is now living retired in Hoopeston save for the 
supervision which he gives to his property interests that are extensive and in- 
clude both city realty and farm lands. H e  was born in Newport, Rhode Island, 
March 7, 1843. His father, Henry C. Chase, was a native of Sewport county, 
Rhode Island, and came of a family long connected with New England and of 
Quaker faith. H e  wedded Mary Ann Lyon, whose ancestors were also early 
New England people but were not Quakers. In his younger days Henry C. 
Chace was a merchant of Georgetown, South Carolina, being engaged with his 
father in commercial pursuits. Later, however, he turned his attention to farm- 
ing and continued in that business until his death, which occurred in Newport, 
Rhode Island, in 1882. His wife survived him for two years. 

Henry L. Chace, whose name introduces this review, pursued his education 
in the public schools of Newport, passing through consecutive grades until he 
left the high school at the age of fifteen years to take his place in the business 
world. H e  assisted his father on the farm until nineteen years of age, and then, 
his patriotic spirit being aroused by the attempt of the south to overthrow the 
Union, he enlisted as a member of Company B, Twelfth Rhode Island Infan- 
try. He was mustered out ten months later. He fought in the battle of Freder- 
icksburg and was in other active service under General Burnside, commanding 
the Army of the Potomac. 

Following the close of the war Mr. Chace came to Illinois, settling in La 
Salle county in 1866, and there engaged in farming until 1877. In that year 
he took up his abode in Grant township, Vermilion county, where he purchased 
lands and carried on general agricultural pursuits until 1892. In the latter year 
he removed to Hoopeston but still retains his farms, employing people to work 
them. He owns altogether about three-quarters of a section of land in thi9 
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county and also extensive holdings in Michigan farm lands. H e  has dealt ex- 
tensively in real estate in the city of Hoopeston, where he still. has a large num- 
ber of properties. His investments have been very judiciously made, showing 
discriminating business judgment and a marked spirit of enterprise. He  was 
formerly a stockholder and one of the directors of the First National Bank of 
Hoopeston but is not financially associated with the institution at the present 
time. 

Before his removal to  the middle west Mr. Chace was married at Newport, 
Rhode Island, on the 25th of March, 1866, to bliss Annie E. Coggshall, a native 
of that city and a daughter of Aaron S. Coggshall. On the 7th of July, I-, 

Xr. CIlace was again married, his second union being with Miss Frances ,Arm- 
strong, a daughter of William A m t r o n g ,  an ex-soldier of the Civil war. In 
1835 he accompanied his parents on their removal from Ohio to Peoria county, 
Illinois, the family being pioneer settlers of that section of the state. William 
Armstrong came to Vermilion county in 1871 and followed farming here. Mrs. 
Chace was a teacher in the public schools of Hoopeston for twenty-two years or 
until her marriage to our subject. They hold membership in the Universalist 
church and are prominent socially in this city, having many warm friends here. 

In his political views Mr. Chace is a republican but not an active worker in 
the party aside from casting his ballot in support of the principles in which he 
believes and the candidates who represent the party platform. He has, how- 
ever, served as a member of the Hoopeston council and was school director of 
Grant township for a number of years. For twenty years he has been a mem- 
ber of the Owl Club and also belongs to the Commercial Club of Hoopeston. 
He  has led a busy life and his marked enterprise has made him one of the 
most prosperous residents of his community. He has excellent business ability 
as an organizer, forms his plans readily and in their execution is determined, 
prompt and reliable. This has enabled him to overcome obstacles that he has 
encountered and has been one of the salient features of his success. 

BENNETT 

Among Danville's citizens who have left the impress of their individuality 
upon the business life of the city is Bennett H. Mchiillan, now deceased, who 
was the organizer of the Fidelity Furniture Company, carrying on business 
both in Danville and Champaign, Illinois. He was a native of Pennsylvania, 
his birth occurring in FVashington county, July 7, 1565, and his parents were 
Dr. Leander and Sarah Jane (Hunt) McMillan. The father served three years 
in the Civil war as a member of the One Hundred and Twenty-sixth Regiment 
Illinois Volunteer Infantry. He was a physician by profession and was grad- 
uated from the Jefferson Medical College of Philadelphia in 1871 and was then 
engaged in practice at Mount Morris, Pennsylvania, where he passed away in 
1875. The mother of our subject subsequently married Benjamin Dickson, a 
prominent farmer and stockman of Edgar county, Illinois. 
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Coming to this state with his mother, Bennett H. McMillan began his educa- 
tion in the common schools of Edgar county and later attended the Central 
Normal College of Danville, Indiana. At the age of fourteen years he learned 
telegraphy and was only fifteen when placed in charge of a telegraph office, 
later becoming operator and railroad agent, in which capacity he continued in 
the railroad service for about twelve years. At  the end of that time he ac- 
cepted the position of bookkeeper with the Golden Rule store of Danville, Illi- 
nois. H e  was later connected with Meis Brothers Company for several years 
and opened a store for Meis & Bear. H e  was subsequently general manager 
of the Gus M. Greenbaurn & Company stores, remaining with that firm for 
about ten years. In the meantime he organized the Fidelity Furniture Com- 
pany, incorporated, of Danville and Champaign, their Danville store being Id- 
cated at 212 North Vermilion street, but was afterward moved to 433 East Main 
street, where business was carried on by Mr. McMillan until the summer of 1907, 
when he was compelled to retire on account of ill health. He then went west in 
the hope of recuperating but passed away at Colorado Springs, January 27, 1908. 

Mr. McMillan was married December 15, 1892; to Miss Edna Terrill, of 
Danville, Illinois, at the home of Mr. and Mrs. W. A. Woodcock, who were 
her mother and stepfather. This union has been blessed with two children: 
Ralph, now fourteen years of age; and Frank, nine years old. 

Mr. hlcMillan was a prominent member of the Masonic lodge of Danville, 
in which he held the office of worshipful master, and also a charter member of 
the Danville lodge of Elks, serving as its secretary and treasurer for a num- 
ber of years and also as exalted ruler. He was also a member of the Danville 
Chamber of Commerce and was very prominent both in business and social 
circles, for he was a man who commanded the confidence and high regard of 
a11 with whom he was brought in contact. His political support was given the 
democratic party and as a public-spirited citizen he took a commendable interest 
in the welfare of his adopted city. 

JOHN H. NELSON. 

Analyzing the life record of John H. Nelson it is evident that energy and 
determination have constituted the potent forces in the success which now 
crowns his labors. He  was born in Denmark, September 22, 1843, and without 
special advantages at  the outset of his career and with only limited education 
to aid him he has worked his way steadily upward. His parents were James 
and Carrie (Johnson) Nelson, who spent their entire lives in Denmark. Theit 
son John was reared under the parental roof and to some extent attended the 
public schools of his native country, but his opportunity in that line was some- 
what limited and it is in the school of experience that he has learned the valuable 
lessons which have made him a practical and farsighted business man. 

In the spring of 1869 Mr. Nelson came to the United States and for one 
year was located in Council Bluffs. His first work was on the construction of 
the Rock Island Railroad and later he followed various other pursuits. For a 
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time he was in the employ of a farmer living north of Council Bluffs but, al- 
though he hired for a year, he only worked for a month, as at the end of that 
time he went to South Dakota. There he was engaged on the construction of 
the Northern Pacific Railroad for a month and as he received no pay for his 
services he returned to council Bluffs and worked on the building of the Rock 
Island Railroad. In March, 1871, he came to Vermilion county and for four 
years was employed on the Allerton farms. At the end of that time he went 
to Chicago, where he found employment as a teamster, remaining in that city 
for fourteen years. H e  then returned to Vermilion county and took up his 
abode on his present home farm of eighty acres, forty acres of which he had 
acquired before going to Chicago. Two years after his return he pur- 
chased the other forty-acre tract and is now the owner of a good property, 
which is well improved. The fields have been brought under a high state of 
cultivation and good crops are gathered annually. The stock which he handles, 
too, is of good ,mdes and everything aboct the place indicates his enterprising 
spirit and progressive methods. 

On the 15th of April, 1875, Mr. Nelson was united in marriage to Miss 
Nellie Johnson, a native of Sweden, who at that time was a resident of Ver- 
milion county, where she had made her home for some time. Unto them have 
been born four children: Carrie, the wife of W. A. Gray, of Hudson, Kansas; 
Josephine, the wife of Carl F. Gillman, of Chewelah, Washington; Helen, the 
wife of Thomas Armstrong, of Buckeye, Texas; and Anna, the wife of .Harry 
A. Reed, of Lebanon, Indiana. 

The parents are members of the Methodist Episcopal church and Mr. Nel- 
son is a republican in his political views. Without any special advantages at 
the outset of his career, John H. Nelson has steadily worked his way upward 
and has been both the architect and builder of his own fortunes. He has made 
good use of his time and opportunities and justly merits the prosperity which 
has come to him. 

JOHN BROWN PECKHAM 

While John Brown Peckham was well known as an upright and honorable 
citizen of 'Danville it was as a musician that he won distinction and attained 
to a position of prominence here. H e  was born in Connecticut in 1833 and 
was a son of Samuel Peckham, who was a teacher of bookkeeping and spent 
his last days in the west. Our subject was a lad of sixteen years when he came 
to the Mississippi valley and settled in St. Louis and there engaged in the teach- 
ing of music, for which he was admirably qualified by taste and talent. He 
was in charge of musical instruction in the public schools there for several years 
and also served as organist of St. George's church of that city. 

In 1855 Mr. Peckham was united in marriage to Miss Charlotte W. Clarke 
in Utica, Illinois, and they became the parents of five children, of whom one 
died in infancy, while one son and three daughters still survive, namely: Mrs. 
Anna Gardner, of Utica; James C.; Grace, at home with her mother; and Julia, 
now Mrs. C. A. Carey, of Utica, Illinois. 
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After residing in several other cities in Illinois Mr. Peckham came to Dan- 
ville in 1883 and continued to make his home here throughout the remainder 
of his life, dying on the 5th of March, 1893. During his residence here he 
continued to fdlow his profession as an instructor of music, teaching all kinds 
of instruments, but the violin was his favorite and the one he played the most, 
He  was a man of even temperament and pleasing manner, who hated all pre- 
tence and fraud and was ever found upright and honorable in all the relations 
of life. 

Mr. Peckham was an earnest and consistent Christian, serving as vestryman 
in the Protestant Episcopal church, to which he belonged, but was broad and 
liberal in his views and frequently attended other churches. In Masonry he 
attained to the thirty-second degree in the Scottish Rite and was affiliated with 
that order from the 30th of December, 1857, when he united with the lodge 
at La Salle, Illinois. He  was honored by various offices, serving as worship 
ful master in the blue lodge, as most excellent high priest, as eminent corn- 
mander and as grand sword bearer in the grand commandery of Illinois. He  
was also a prominent member of the Odd Fellows society and at his death was 
laid to rest with Masonic honors by the Knights Templar. He  was a devoted 
husband and father and his many admirable traits of character won for him 
the lasting friendship of a large circle of acquaintances. As a musician his 
services were in constant demand and his talent was such as to win for him 
a reputation of which his family may well be proud. 

TADE LAYDEN. 

Tade Layden, one of the successful farmers of Grant township, owes his 
prosperity to a laudable ambition which at the very beginning of his career 
made itself manifest and which has always been directed along channels produc- 
tive of results that redound to the benefit of its 'possessor and the community. 
Mr. Layden has been a resident of Vermilion county for thirty-five years and 
his progress as an agriculturist is a striking example of what may be accom- 
plished by one obliged to  make his own way in the world, who in his earlier 
years is willing to practice self-denial in order that later in life he may possess 
an abundance. 

Mr. Layden is a native of Ireland and was born May 15, 1849. He comes 
of good Irish stock and his parents were John and Margaret (Stanner) Layden. 
Desiring to secure more favorable opportunities for themselves and their chil- 
dren, the parents emigrated to America in 1852, locating in Indiana, where Mr. 
Layden entered the service of the Wabash Railroad Company and continued 
in the employ of that company until he reached seventy-four years of age, when 
he was called to his final rest. The beloved mother died eleven days before the 
last summons came for the father, leaving seven children, three of whom are 
now living. 

The subject of this review grew up under the kindly care of a protecting 
home and received his education in the public schools. After laying his books- 
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aside he began farming in Indiana, where he continued until 1877, when he 
came to Vermilion county and rented a farm, which he conducted so success- 
fully that in 1885 he bought a farm on section 10, Grant township, where he 
has since lived. By good management he increased his bank account to gener- 
ous proportions, adding new acreage to his original farm until a t  the present 
time he is the owner of a valuable farm of eight hundred and forty acres in 
this township and also of two hundred and forty acres in Iroquois county, this 
state, so that he is the possessor of over one thousand acres of highly improved 
land and is recognized as  one of the largest farmers in this region. An up- 
right and honorable business man, he has become widely known and his oper- 
ations have been remarkably successful. 

On the 5th of Sovember, 1883, Mr. Layden was united in marriage to Miss 
Martha Thompson, a native of Kentucky, where she was born November 16, 
1855. She is a daughter of James t i .  and Rebecca (Shields) Thompson, both 
of whom were natives of Kentucky, belonging to one of the stanch families of 
that state. Seven children were born to Mr. and Mrs. Layden, six of whom 
are living: John, a lawyer of Hartshorne. Oklahoma; Tade and Thomas, who 
are twins, the former now in attendance at the State University and the latter 
engaged in farming on his father's farm; Anna, who is a graduate of the State 
Norma1 School and has become a successful teacher; Edward, now a student 
in the high school at  Hoopeston; and Ruth, now a student in a school at Cheney- 
ville, Illinois. 

Mr. Layden and his wife are consistent members of the Catholic church and 
are always willing contributors toward its many charities. Mr. Layden is a 
lifelong democrat and an ardent supporter of the principles of that party. He 
has never sought for public office but has served with general acceptance to 
the community as a member of the school board. The home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Layden is one of the most hospitable in Vermilion county. The stranger is here 
made to feel at  ease, and friends and acquaintances are assured of a hearty 
greeting. In the years Mr. Layden has made this county his home he has be- 
come closely connected with many of its most progressive people and has gained 
a reputation as one of its most worthy citizens---one who is ready and willing 
at all times to do what he can to advance the interests of his adopted county 
and state. 

JOHN G. BAIRD. 

John G. Baird, who is probably the oldest native born son of Vermilion 
county, has lived here continuously from his birth to the present time. H e  has de- 
voted his attention to general agricultural pursuits throughout his entire busi- 
ness career and is now the owner of three hundred and eighty acres of land in 
Carroll township, constituting one of the valuable farms of this county. His 
birth occurred on the place where he now resides, h<s natal day being December 

31, 1835. 
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His parents, Joseph and Lydia (Mendenhall) Baird, were natives of Mays- 
ville, Kentucky, and Spring Valley, Ohio, respectively, the former born on the 
19th of March, 1801, and the latter on the 6th of March, 1813. The father came 
to Vermilion county in 1829, when twenty-eight years of age, while the mother 
was brought here by her parents in 1824, when a maiden of eleven years. They 
were married in this county and here continued to reside throughout the re- 
mainder of their lives. Joseph Baird entered two hundred and forty acres of 
government land, while his wife entered a tract of forty acres. Subsequently 
he purchased a quarter section of land (now included within the home farm of 
our subject), erected the brick dwelling which still stands thereon and made 
the farm his place of abode until the time of his death. H e  prospered in his 
undertaking as an agriculturist, accumulating six hundred acres of valuable 
and productive land. His political allegiance was given to the democracy, but 
when Lincoln was chosen as the presidential candidate of the republican party 
for the second time he voted for the great emancipator. His religious faith was 
indicated by his membership in the Baptist church, to which his wife also be- 
longed. H e  passed away in August, 1868, in his sixty-eighth year, while his 
wife was called to her final rest in 1891, when in the seventy-seventh year of 
her age. 

John G. Baird was reared under the parental roof and obtained his early 
education in the common schools, while subsequently he spent four winter terms 
as a student in the Vermilion Academy at what is now Vermilion Grove. On 
attaining his majority he took charge of the operation of the home farm in as- 
sociation with his brother David, the two young men managing the place until 
some years after their father's demise. In 1876 David Baird left the old home- 
stead and our subject then operated the place in association with his brother 
Silas, who was about eighteen years old. In the spring of 1885 a division of 
the estate was made, but prior to that time the three brothers had purchased 
the interests of their four sisters. The first proposition relative to a division 
was made on a Saturday night and on the following Monday morning, before 
ten o'clock, each one took charge of his own land, having come to a satisfactory 
agreement. The farm of John G. Baird, including his share of the estate to- 
gether with what he has bought since the division and the land he and his brothers 
had purchased during the operation of the home place, now embraces three 
hundred and eighty acres. He  likewise own forty acres of valuable coal land 
in the heart of the horseshoe coal district in Indiana. His farming interests 
have returned to him a gratifying annual income and he has long been numbered 
among the most prosperous and respected citizens of his native county. 

In 1884 Mr. Baird was united in marriage to Miss Lillian Hayward, of 
Vermilion Grove, this county, her parents coming here from Indiana when she 
was a small girl. Unto them have been born five children, namely: Helen, who 
is now attending the Easteiii Illinois Normal School at Charleston, Illinois; 
and Bernice, Clarence H., Marian and Hortense, a11 at  home. 

Mr. Baird is a republican in politics and has served as a member of the 
school board for many years, acting in that capacity at  the present time. He 
likewise served as township assessor for one term, ever discharging his official 
duties in a most prompt and capable manner. Vermilion county has remained 
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his home throughout his entire life, or for three-fourths of a century, and he 
is well known and highly esteemed within its borders. Genial and kindly in 
nature, he fully appreciates his obligations to his fellowmen, and his honorable 
principles and upright manhood have won for him the high regard, confidence 
and good will of all with whom he has come in contact. 

ISAAC 0. CL-ARK. 

Prominent among the industrious, enterprising and successful farmers of 
Jamaica township is Isaac 0. Clark, the owner of one hundred and ninety-three 
acres of rich and arable land. His birth occurred in Carroll township (now 
a part of Jamaica township) on the 19th of May, 1861, his parents being Silas 
and Nancy (Axtell) Clark, both of whom were natives of Washington county, 
Pennsylvania. The father, an agriculturist by occupation, removed westward 
to Ohio early in the 'sos, spending a year or  two in that state. He then came 
to Vermilion cosnty, Illinois, and after a short residence here took up his per- 
manent abode in what is now Jamaica township, then a part of Carroll township. 
H e  accumulated two hundred and thirty-three acres of land and lived on his 
farm until called to his final rest. His political allegiance was given to the 
republican party and, though not an office seeker, he held the offices o f  schooI 
trustee and school treasurer for a number of years. A Presbyterian in religious 
faith, he was a consistent Christian gentleman and one whose life was at  all 
times in harmony with his professions. Fraternally he was identified with the 
Georgetown lodge of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, being a charter 
member thereof. Charitable and generous in disposition, the poor and needy 
never sought his aid in vain, and his many good qualities won him the esteem 
of all with whom he came in contact. He passed away on the 11th of January, 
1894, when in the seventy-second year of his age. 

Silas Clark was married three times, his first union being with a Miss Wood- 
ruff, by whom he had two children, one of whom still survives, namely: Eliz- 
abeth, the widow of W. S. Douglas, of Catlin, this county. In 1856 or 1857 he 
wedded Miss Nancy Axtell, by whom he likewise had two children, our subject 
being the only one living, however. The demise of his second wife occurred 
on the 8th of May, 1888, and he afterward married Mrs. Ann Fellers, who still 
survives and now makes her home in Ridge Farm. The mother of our subject 
was twice married, her first husband being James Rial, by whom she had one 
child who died in infancy. 

Isaac 0. Clark spent his youthful years under the parental roof, attending 
the public schools in pursuit of an education. On attaining his majority he 
started out as an agriculturist on his own account, operating the home farm in 
partnership with his father for about three years. On the expiration of that 
period he purchased a portion of the old homestead place and for a number of 
years cultivated the tract in addition to the remainder of the farm. In 1897 
he improved his own farm with a modern residence, substantial barns and out- . 

buildings and has made his home thereon continuously since. The place com- 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



454 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

prises one hundred and ninety-three acres of valuable land in Jamaica town- 
ship and yields a gratifying annual income to its owner. 

In 1883 Mr. Clark was united in marriage to  Miss Chloe E. Miller, of Jamaica 
township, this county, her father being Henry L. Miller, a prominent agriculturist 
of that township. Unto them were born two children, as follows: Roy E., who 
operates the home farm for his father; and Ernest O., who passed away when 
thirteen years of age. The wife and mother was called to her final rest on 
the 23d of April, 1910, and her loss was deeply mourned by all who knew her. 

In  politics Mr. Clark is independent, voting for mer, and measures rather 
than party. His religious faith is indicated by his membership in the Presby- 
terian church. H e  has resided in Vermilion county from his birth to the present 
time and is well known as a reliable and straightforward business man, fully 
meriting the confidence and good will which are extended to him by his fellow 
citizens. 

J. A. ANDREWS. 

For sixty years J. A. Andrews has been a resident of Newel1 township, Vera 
milion county. Here he has witnessed great changes and here he has grown 
from a country lad to a man of intelligence and energy, who has assisted in an 
important degree in the transformation of the region so that it is now one of 
the richest farming districts of Illinois-the abode of comfort and happiness. 
Mr. Andrews first saw the light of day June 3, 1850. He is a son of D. P. and 
Rhoda (Zumwalt) Andrews, the former a native of New York state and the 
latter of Kentucky. The father came to Illinois as a member of the pioneer 
family of Andrews in 1829 and the mother came with her parents when she 
was in her girlhood. After their marriage they settled on a farm of one hun- 
dred and sixty acres that he had bought and continued increasing the area of 
the farm until it included three hundred and seventy-one acres, all of which 
was improved except forty acres, which was in timber. The farm is still owned 
by members of the family. Mr. Andrews departed this life February 17, 1879, 
and his wife was calIed away November 9, 1897, Their bodies lie side by 
side in Walnut Comer cemetery. 

J. A. Andrews received his education in a country schoolhouse and grew to 
manhood upon the farm, where he proved a willing assistant in all farm oper- 
ations and became thoroughly acquainted with the details of agriculture and 
stock-raising, showing a judgment that was indicative of his further success. 
At twenty-one years of age he took charge of part of the homestead and after 
his father's death he became owner of one hundred and sixty acres of land 
as his share of the estate. This land he has improved to a high degree and he 
also increased the size of his place about eighty acres, so that at the present 
time he is the owner of a farm of two hundred and forty acres with a hand- 
some modern residence and all the accessories of a well regulated establishment. 

On April 2, 1878, Mr. Andrews was united in marriage to Miss Annie John- 
son, who came to Illinois from Indiana with her parents about 1850, the family 
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locating in Vermilion county, where Mr. Johnson engaged in farming until 
about 19. He then leased his farm and retired to  Bismarck, where he died 
in August, 1904, his wife having been called away February 12, 1891. Seven 
&ildren were born to Mr. and Mrs. Andrews: Clara G., who was born Feb- 
Nary 3, 1880, and died July 29, 1%; Ross A., who was born September 25, 
1882, and died January 17, 1902; Leon H., born July 19, 1885, who was married 
to Miss Onie White and now lives in Ross township; Richard C., born July 
25, 1888, and living at home; Ora H., born April 26, 1891, and also living at 
home; Everett R., born July 26, 1894; and Eugene AI., born June 6, 1908. 

Mr. Andrews is in sympathy with the principles of the republican party and 
has been honored by selection to public office by the people of his township, 
discharging his duties with fidelity and promptness. He served as commis- 
sioner of highways for three years and as member of the school board for 
twenty-five years. He is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows, 
Lodge No. 893, of Bismarck, and also of the Modem i'voodmen of America, 
Lodge No. 2405, also of Bismarck. The success of Afr. Andrews has been 
due, as it generally is, to an inherent ambition to accomplish something worthy 
in life. H e  keeps well informed on the general events of the day and has al- 
ways been alive to the progress of the county where he was born and in which 
his deepest interest is centered. He is easily among the leaders in anything 
he desires to undertake. I t  is men of this class that are most important in the 
progress and permanency of any community. 

HARVEY C. ADAMS. 

Harvey C. Adams was born in Cass county, Indiana, February 2, 1870. His 
father, Lewis Adams, was a native of Preble county, Ohio, and devoted much 
of his life to merchandising at Galveston, Indiana. In 1876 he removed to 
Crawford county, Illinois, where he continued to reside until his death, which 
occurred in 1903 when he was seventy-four years of age. His wife, who bore 
the maiden name of Hannah Schuman, is a native of Preble county, Ohio, and 
is ROW living in Danville. 

Harvey C. Adams, the youngest in a family of eight children, received a 
common-school education at Hutsonville, and there learned the painter's trade, 
which he followed for three years. He then entered the Indiana Normal Col- 
lege at Vdparaiso. His education has largeIy been won through his own efforts. 
Having studied shorthand, he engaged in stenographic work in Robinson, the 
county seat of Crawford county, and became court reporter. H e  afterward took the 
civil service examination at Indianapolis and went to Washington, where he 
received a government appointment as a stenographer in the treasury depart- 
ment. He was afterward transferred to  the civil service commission and still 
later to the postoffice department. While in the civil service commission Theodore 
Roosevelt was one of the three cpmmissioners and Mr. Adams took dictation 
from him and knew him well. While in Washington Mr. Adams studied law 
at night until graduating in 1892. The following year he was admitted to the 

Public Domain Book - Found at COAN.NET / VermilionCounty.INFO



458 HISTORY OF VERMILION COUNTY 

bar of Illinois upon examination before the supreme court and located for prac- 
tice in Dapville. After a short time he became secretary to Judge Jacob W. 
Wilkin of the supreme court, with whom he remained for eleven years. He 
then became interested in real estate in Danville and was appointed secre.tary of 
the Vermilion Coutlty Building & Loan Association, which position he still fills. 
He has built the business of the association from three hundred and fifty thou- 
sand dollars to one million dollars. The Danville Brick Company was reorgan- 
ized through his personal effort and the output increased from five thousand to 
sixty thousand paving blocks daily. H e  is now president of the company, the 
business of which has been been built up largely through his individual efforts 
and indicates his sound judgment and unfaltering energy. In addition to his 
other interests he was one of the organizers of the Danville Lumber Company, 
of which he is now treasurer. 

Aside from his business connections Mr. Adams has rendered signal service 
to the county. H e  served for two years as a member of the city council in 
1897 and 1898, and among other acts to his credit he was the author of the 
first ordinance providing for concrete sidewalks in the city. He has been county 
supervisor for four years, being elected to the office at a time when the county 
was one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars in debt. Because of the con- 
ditions that existed, the citizens determined to elect business men that sorne- 
thing might be done to discharge the indebtedness brought about by misman- 
agement of county finances. Mr. Adams and a number of business men like 
him were elected to the office. Within two years the indebtedness was dis- 
charged. They issued bonds for ten years but bought them in in less than three 
years. 

In 1892 Mr. Adams was united in marriage to Miss Blanche Meserve, a 
native of Crawford county, and they have one son, Stephen, who was born 
July 21, Igor. Both Mr. and Mrs. Adams are well known in social connections 
and the hospitality of their own home is greatly enjoyed by their many friends. 
In politics he has ever been an earnest republican, but although he held the 
office of alderman and supervisor, the honors and emoluments of political office 
have never been an attraction for him. He never held a public office which 
had a salary attached to it. He is recognized as a public-spirited and progressive 
citizen and his record has at all times been a creditable one. Gradually he has 
progressed along the lines of useful development, and in Danville and Vermilion 
county no man is more respected for what he has accomplished than H. C. Adams. 

GEORGE TANNER. 

George Tanner, justice of the peace and notary public of Hoopeston, where 
he has made his home since 1887, has been a resident of Vermilion county since 
1868. He was born in Carroll county, Indiana, January 30, 1839, and in both 
the paternal and maternal lines comes from Germany.. One of his great-grand- 
fathers was a soldier of the Revolutionary war. His father, Jacob Tanner, 
was born in Pickaway county, Ohio, and married Elizabeth Pilcher, also a na- 
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tive of that state. In  1855 Jacob Tanner removed with his family from Indiana to 
Illinois, making the trip in a covered wagon and settling two miles west of 
Paxton, where he engaged in farming. Throughout his entire life he followed 
that occupation and after remaining for a short time in that locality he removed 
to a point six miles south of Paxton, where he purchased a farm of one hun- 
dred and sixty acres that he cultivated through the ensuing fifteen years, winning 

success by the intelligent manner in which he operated the fields 
and cared for the crops. At  len-oth he sold that property and removed to Foun- 
tain Creek township, Iroquois county, Illinois, where he remained for ten years, 
when he disposed of his farm there and became a resident of Oakwood town- 
ship, Vermilion county. While there residing he lost his first wife by death 
and in the following year he married Mrs. Boggs. His death occurred soon 
afterward and in his passing the community lost a representative and valued 
citizen. In  his family were nine children, Peter, John, Sarah, David, \trilliam, 
Davis, Samuel, George and Mary, all of whom were residents of Vermilion 
county. George Tanner is the only survivor of the family at the present time, 
his brothers and sisters, however, remaining in Vermilion county until called 
to their final rest. 

George Tanner is indebted to the district-school system of Illinois for the 
educational privileges he enjoyed. He  attended school unti! twenty years of 
age but pursued his studies only through the three months' winter terrn, walk- 
ing two and a half miles to the old log schoolhouse, which was one of the 
typical buildings of the times, heated by a great fire place so large that half the 
trunk of a good sized tree could be put upon the andirons. The methods of 
instruction were somewhat primitive but he mastered the lessons therein taught 
and in the school of experience also gained much valuable knowledge. 

After leaving school Mr. Tanner was married and engaged in farming for 
two years in Vermilion county. His wife was Miss Eliza P. Spears, a native 
of Vermilion county, and a representative of one of the early families here, 
her parents removing from Virginia to Illinois in pioneer times. On the 17th 
of November, 1858, exactly two years after their wedding day, Mrs. Tanner 
died, leaving one son. Mr. Tanner then removed to Indiana, where he secured 
employment in a sawmill, -remaining there for about six months. Then the 
Civil war came on and his patriotic spirit was aroused by the attempt of the 
south to  overthrow the Union. Accordingly he joined Company H, Seventy- 
second Indiana Volunteer Mounted Infantry, known as Wilder's Brigade. He 
took part in fifty-two notable engagements and was mustered out July 22, 1865. 
He  certainly did his full share in defense of the Union during the darkest hour 
in our country's history, never faltering in the performance of duty whether 
stationed upon the lonely picket line or  called to the firing line. 

When the war was over Mr. Tanner removed to Paxton, Ford county, Illi- 
nois, where he remained but a short time and then went to Pickaway county, 
Ohio, settling in Darby township. There he was married again, his second 
wife being Julia A. Tanner, a daughter of David Tanner and a native of Pick- 
away county. Following his second marriage he returned to Vermilion county 
in 1868 and has since made his home within its borders, covering a period of 
forty-two years. During much of the time he has been connected with farming, 
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interests although since 1887 he has made his home in Hoopeston, where he is 
now serving for the fifth term as justice of the peace and notary public. His 
decisions are strictly fair and impartial, winning him golden opinions from all 
sorts of people and no higher testimonial of his faithfulness could be given than 
the fact that he has been again and again reelected to the office. 

Mr. Tanner had one son, David, who was born in Iroquois county, Illinois, 
and died at the age of five years. His daughter, Catherine Elizabeth, became 
the wife of L. D. Knight, a resident of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Another 
daughter, Ora May, born in Iroquois county, has passed away. 

Mr. Tanner is a member of the Grand Army of the Republic and has the 
warm regard of his brethren with whom he fought on the battlefields of the 
south, defending the interests of tki2 Union with a loyalty that no one questioned. 
H e  has been an equally faithful soldier of the church. At the age of seventeen 
he joined the Methodist church and following the war he became a member of 
the Baptist church. He has taught the Bible class in Sunday school for the 
past fifty-four years and has ever been an earnest student of the Scriptures, 
delving deep into that knowledge which for twenty centuries has furnished the 
highest plans of life and which seems to possess a broader, deeper interest with 
each reading. His own life has been actuated at all times by high ideals and 
noble purposes and he has even endeavored in all of his relations with his fellonr- 
men to closely follow the Golden Rule. 

E. E. CLARK, M. D. 

Dr. E. E. Clark, who has been numbered among the leading and able medical 
practitioners of Danville for the past sixteen years, makes a specialty of dis- 
eases of the eye, ear, nose and throat. His birth occurred in Cincinnati, Hamil- 
ton county, Ohio, on the 28th of September, 1866, his parents being A. D. and 
Sarah J. (Hawkins) Clark, who were likewise natives of the Buckeye state. 
The father passed away in the year 1872. 

Dr. E. E. Clark supplemented his preliminary education, acquired in the 
public schools of Ohio, by a course of study in the Indiana State Normal School 
at Terre Haute. Believing that the medical profession would prove to him a 
congenial field of labor, he entered the Medical College of Ohio at Cincinnati 
and was graduated from that institution in 1892. After spending a year as 
house surgeon in a Cincinnati hospital he began the general practice of medicine 
in that city but remained there for only about twelve months. During the fol- 
lowing year he pursued a post-praduate course in New York and in 1894 came 
to Danville, where he has practiced continuously since. H e  makes a specialty 
of diseases of the eye, ear, nose and throat, having studied along those lines 
while in Berlin, London and Paris in 1904. His practice has continually grown 
in volume and importance as he has demonstrated his ability to cope with the 
intricate problems which frequently confront the physician. That he keeps 
in touch with the profession in its advancement, experimentation and experience 
is indicated through his membership with the County, State and National Med- 
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icaI Societies and the American Academy of Ophthalmology and Oto-Laryn- 
golog-. He is on the st& of Lakeview Hospital and also acts as lecturer to 
the Danville Training Schod for Nurses. In August, I ~ I O ,  he went abroad 
again and visited the clinics and hospitals of London and Berlin and was ab- 
sent several months. 

In 1895 Dr. Clark was united in marriage to Miss Harriet Lucas, a native 
of Gallipolis, Ohio. The Physicians Club numbers him among its valued mem- 
bers. He has gained recognition as one of the able and successful physicians 
of Danville and by his labors, his high professional attainments and his sterling 
characteristics has justified the respect and confidence in which he is held by 
the medical fraternity and the local pub!ic. 

lVILLI,4hf SILAS BAIRD. 

William Silas Baird, the owner of four hundred and twenty acres of valu- 
ab!e fanning land in Carroll township, is a worthy native son of Vermilion 
county and has long been numbered among its most substantial agriculturists 
and esteemed citizens. H e  was born on the farm where his brother, John G. 
Baird, now lives in Carroll township, this county, the date of his birth being 
August 26, 1853. 

His parents, Joseph and Lydia (Mendenhall) Baird, were natives of Mays- 
ville, Kentucky, and Spring Valley, Ohio, respectively, the former born on the 
19th of March, 1801, and the latter on the 6th of March, 1813. The father 
came to Vermilion county in 1829, when twenty-eight years of age, while the 
mother was brought here by her parents in 1824, when a maiden of eleven years. 
They were married in this county and here continued to reside throughont the 
remainder of their lives. Joseph Baird entered two hundred and forty 
acres of government land, while his wife entered a tract of forty acres. 
Subsequently he purchased a quarter section of land (now included within 
the home farm of his son, John G.), erected the brick dwelling which still stands 
thereon and made the farm his place of abode until the time of his death. He 
prospered in his undertakings as an agriculturist, accumulating six hundred 
acres of valuable and productive land. His political allegiance was given to 
the democracy, but when Lincoln was chosen as the presidential candidate of 
the republican party for the second time he voted for the great emancipator. 
His religious faith was indicated by his membership in the Baptist church, to 
which his wife also belonged. He passed away in August, 1868, in his sixty- 
eighth year, while his wife was called to her final rest in 18g1, when in the 
seventy-seventh year of her age. 

William Silas Baird was reared at home and supplemented his preliminary 
education, obtained in the public schools, by a course of study at Vermilion 
Academy. On reaching his majority he continued farming in association with 
his brothers, John and David, mai-ntaining this relation until the time of his 
marriage, when the division of the estate was made. ~ u s t  prior to his marriage 
our subject had purchased the farm on which he now resides and which has 
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remained his place of abode through all the intervening years. I t  comprises 
four hundred and twenty acres of rich and productive land in Carroll town- 
ship and is highly improved in every particular, the buildings thereon includ- 
ing a handsome residence. The soil, which is naturally arable, yields abundant 
annual harvests, which prove a source of gratifying revenue to him, while his 
good business ability and close application have gained for him rank among the I 
progressive and prosperous agriculturists of the county. In addition to his 
home farm he owns nine hundred and twenty-three acres of land in the state 

i 
of Mississippi. 1 

On the 19th of March, 1885, Mr. Baird was united in marriage to Miss 
Laura Gray, of Sidell township, her parents being Harvey and Susan (Har- 
mon) Gray, who were among the earliest residents of Vermilion county. Her 
father was the first settler in the immediate vicinity in which he located in 
Sidell township. Unto Mr. and Mrs. Baird were born five children, only one 
of whom survives-Florence. She is a graduate of the Indianola high school 
and the Frances Shimer Academy of Mount Carroll, Illinois, and is now a 
senior in the University of Illinois. 

Since age conferred upon him the right of franchise Mr. Baird has sup- 
ported the men and measures of the republican party, being a firm believer 
in its principles. Though not an office seeker, the cause of education has ever 
found in him a stanch friend and he has served on the school board for many 
years. His wife belongs to the Baptist church and he attends its services and 
teaches a Sunday school class but has no membership therein. That many of 
his stanchest friends are numbered among those who have known him from 
his boyhood to the present time is an indication that his has been an honorable, 
upright life and one worthy of the esteem in which he is uniformly held. 

JOHN S. JOHNSON. 

For about a half century John S. Johnson was a resident of Vermilion county, 
during which period he was identified with farming interests and, although he 
never sought to figure prominently in public life, he was classed with those 
citizens whose sterling worth, earnest purpose and fidelity to the duties which 
come day by day make them valued residents of the community. In fact he 
possessed many sterling traits of character that gained him high regard and 
warm friendship. 

Mr. Johnson was a native of Union county, Pennsylvania, born on the 23d 
of November, 1826. His education was acquired in the schools of his native 
state and he there learned the carpenter's trade, which he followed during his 
residence in the east. About 1860 he came to Illinois, settling in Vermilion 
county, where he turned his attention to general agricultural pursuits, securing 
a tract of land of ninety-six acres which he at once began to cultivate and 
develop. As the years passed his farm took on a most attractive appearance, 
for he added substantial improvements and brought his fields under a high 
state of cultivation as he devoted his time to the raising of the cereals best 
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adapted to soil and climate. He was quick to adopt any new method which 
he believed would prove of practical value in his farm work and as the years 
went by his property largely increased in value, owing to the improvements 
which he put upon it and to the fact that the country became more thickly 
settled and the land was in greater demand. At one time he owned eight hun- 
dred acres of land, most of which was purchased at an early day at twenty- 
five dollars per acre. H e  subsequently divided his property among his sons, 
reserving only ninety acres for his own use. After his death this was also 
divided and the greater part of it sold for one hundred and ninety-five dollars 
per acre. His widow, however, still owns twenty-seven and a third acres, which 
is now worth two hundred and fifty dollars per acre. Here she has a beautiful 
home three-quarters of a mile from Henning. 

Mr. Johnson was twice married. H e  first wedded Xliss Katherine Haas 
and unto them were born seven children: Clara and William, now deceased; 
Alonzo, Frank, Nrs.  Emma Gardner, Mrs. Mary Williamson, and John W-es- 
ley. After losing his first wife Mr. Johnson wedded Miss Alice E. Tilton, who 
was born in Blount township, this county, in 1861. In 1899 she became the 
wife of Mr. Johnson and took up her abode at the place where she now resides. 

The death of Mr. Johnson occurred in Henning on the 28th of April, 1909, 
a t  the age of eighty-two years. He  belonged to the True American lodge, was 
a devoted member of the Methodist Episcopal church and contributed liberally 
to its support, while in the various departments of the church work he took 
an active and helpful interest. H e  was devoted to his family, his interest .cen- 
tering in his home and his church. His life was ever upright and honorable and 
commanded the confidence and good will of all who knew him. He  lived to 
witness remarkable changes in Vermilion county during the fifty years of his 
residence here and throughout the entire period his influence was always on the 
side of progress, truth, justice and right. 

THOMAS A. GRAHAM. 

Among the young men who are shaping the history of the legal profession 
in Danville is numbered Thomas A. Graham, whose ability is winning him rapid 
recognition as an able young lawyer, capable in meeting in forensic combat 
many who entered the fray long before he did. Mr. Graham is a native of this 
city, born November 30, 1880. His father, Hugh Graham, a native of Scotland, 
came to the United States in 1850 and, making his way into the interior of 
the country, settled near Danville, Vermilion county, Illinois, where he engaged 
in farming. H e  afterward removed to the vicinity of Alvin and there carried 
on general farming until 1897, when he passed away at the age of fifty-eight 
years. H e  served in the Civil war, doing valiant duty with his regiment until 
the close of hostilities. His wife bore the maiden name of Rose Padmore and 
was a native of England. By her marriage she became the mother of three 
children, two sons and a daughter. 
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Thomas A. Graham pursued his early education in a country school and 
afterward entered the Greer College a t  Hoopeston, from which he was grad- 
uated in the class of 1901. H e  supplemented his more specifically literary course 
by preparation for the bar as a student in the Illinois Wesleyan Law School 
and was graduated with the class of 1904. The same year he beg- practice 
in Danville, where he has since remained, and his ability has found recognition 
in a large and growing clientage that has connected him with much important 
litigation held in the courts. H e  is strong in argument, logical in his deduc- 
tions and clear in his reasoning. He devotes his time to his profession without 
regard to politics aside from taking an active interest in support of the measures 
in which he believes. He has never sought nor desired office yet is never re- 
miss in the duties of citizenship. 

On the 20th of October, IW, Mr. Graham was united in marriage to Miss 
Gertrude Fox, of Danville, who is a daughter of Dr. A. L. Fox, one of the 
early physicians of this city. The doctor married Eva Gibbs and their daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Graham, was born in Danville. In his fraternal connection Mr. 
Graham is a Mason, belonging to Olive Branch Lodge, No. 38. H e  is also cm- 
nected with the Improved Order of Red Men and belongs to the First Methodist 
Episcopal church. His many sterling traits have won him high regard and 
although one of the younger, he is numbered among the honored and repre- 
sentative citizens of Danville. 

FRANK PAYNE. 

Among the young men of Danville who have already attained distinction 
in their chosen profession is Frank Payne, probably one of the most promi- 
nent civil engineers in this part of the state. He was born in Brazil, Indiana, 
May 18, 1868. His father, William J. Payne, was also a native of Indiana 
where during early life he engaged in farming but in 1886 came to Danville 
and turned his attention to newspaper work, becoming business manager of 
of the Danville News, of which W. R. Jewel1 was editor. He held that position 
for fifteen years and was then appointed deputy postmaster under Mr. Jewel1 
and still continues to serve in that capacity. His wife, who bore the maiden 
name of Rachel Oliver, is also a native of the Hoosier state. 

I t  was during the infancy of Frank Payne that the family came to Dan- 
ville and he is indebted to the public schools of this city for his early educational 
advantages. After graduating from the high school in 1904 he pursued a four 
years' course in civil engineering under the well known surveyor, Donald H. 
Sawyer, now of Seattle, one of the most prominent engineers of the west. Dur- 
ing those years of study Mr. Payne was in the employ of the Illinois Traction 
Company, of which Mr. Sawyer was chief engineer, and remained with that 
corporation until December, 1907, at which time he became resident engineer 
in charge of a construction line from Bloornington to Peoria at a cost of three 
million dollars. 
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On leaving the traction company Mr. Payne was appointed county surveyor 
of Vermilion county in December, 1907, to fill out an unexpired term and sen-ed 
in that capacity for one year. He then took up private practice and has since 
met with marked success. Up to within a few years ago nearly all of the im- 
portant engineering deals were given to Chicago firms, but it is different now, 
this being largely due to the efforts of Mr. Payne who, in the execution of the 
contracts awarded him, has displayed most excellent ability in his chosen d l -  
ing. At present he is engaged on a number of important engineering enter- 
prises in this county which would formerly have gone to outside parties, among 
them being a sanitary sewerage system and purification works at a cost of 
seventy-five thousand dollars. He is also engineer for five drainage districts of 
agricultural lands in Vermilion county at an expenditure of two hundred thou- 
sand dollars and is consulting bridge engineer for this county, having under 
way four bridges costing forty thousand dollars. He also has in charge nurner- 
ous sewerage systems for smaller towns throughout this section of the state 
and his work this year will probably involve an expenditure of about one million 
dollars. Besides these public works he also has been awarded extensive private 
contracts as a consulting engineer. He is a young man of pronounced ability 
in his line and undoubtedly a brilliant future lies before him. 

On the 8th of December, rgog, Mr. Payne was married in Danville to Miss 
Julia Lavona Koch, who was born in this city and.is.a daughter of Robert and 
Janes (Buy) Koch. Mr. Payne and wife have one son, Frank, Jr., born 
October 10, 1910. 

H. J. CLOUSE. 

H. J. Clouse, a successful farmer of Vermilion county, who owns a highly 
improved farm of two hundred and forty acres on section g, Grant township, 
may be regarded as one of the fortunate citizens of this locality. H e  has spent 
all of his life upon a farm and here he prospered from year to year until he 
reached a position of affluence. He was born at Rensselaer, Indiana, June 30, 
1859, and is a son of William C. and Rebecca (Parker) Clouse, the former a 
native of Pennsylvania and the latter of Ohio. In the spring of 1865 the family 
removed to Logan county, Illinois, and located on a farm, where the mother 
departed this life in 1908. The father is still living in Logan county, at the 
age of eighty years. Ten children were born to them, nine of whom are still 
living. 

The subject of this review received his education in the district schools and 
grew up upon the home farm, where he became thoroughly acquainted with 
the various operations of agriculture and stock-raising, showing an interest and 
a proficiency that gave promise of a successful career as a farmer. By industry 
and economy he acquired a small capital while continuing at home and at twenty- 
two years of age he purchased eighty acres of land of his father in Grant town- 
ship and later added two tracts of eighty acres each, making one of the valuable 
farms of the township, which he improved by the erection of modern buildings 
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and fences, the tiling of his land and the purchase of modem conveniences, mak- 
ing this property thoroughly up-tedate and highly desirable for all farming pur- 
poses. He has devoted special attention to the rearing and fattening of hogs 
and by attention to breeding and care of these animals he has attained gratify- 
ing results, receiving good prices and being in the market each year with a grade 
of hogs that commands a ready sale. It will be seen that Mr. Clouse is one of 
the substantial farmers of this region. 

On December 27, 1883, Mr. Clouse was united in marriage to Miss Tressie 
J. Ransom, who was born in Marion county, Indiana, April 16, 1865, and is 
a daughter of John C. and Permilia H. (Wakeland) Ransom, the father a na- 
tive of West Virginia and the mother of Indiana. Mr. Ransom came to Ver- 
milion county in 1881 and for a number of years was one of its flourishing 
farmers, but later removed to Hoopeston, where he was called away in 1905. 
Mrs. Ransom is still living and makes her home with our subject and his wife, 
the latter of whom is one of the eight children born to her parents and seven of 
them are now living. Mr. and Mrs. Clouse have two daughters: Daisy Ellen, 
who was born July 8, 1886, and was educated at the high school and also in 
music; and Lucia Helen, who was born August 27, 1895, and is now in her 
second year in the high school. 

The family are actively identified with the Baptist church, of which Mr. 
Clouse served as trustee for seven years. He is greatly interested in Sunday 
school work and for thirteen years has been superintendent of the Sunday school 
of this church. Politically Mr. Clouse is in hearty sympathy with the prohibition 
party, believing that its principles are of great importance in protecting the 
young from the evils of the saloon. He has at various times been called upon 
to serve in a public capacity and has acceptably filled the offices of school director 
and road overseer. In all the relations of life, public or private, Mr. Clouse 
has attempted to apply the principles of the golden rule and in doing so has 
received the reward which comes only to those who strive daily to do their duty. 
He is happy as the head of a family and happy in his business, being recognized 
as an upright and useful man, who is devoted not only to his own interest but 
also always evinces the liveliest interest in the advancement of others. 

WILLIAM H. SCHIVARTZ. 

A life actuated by honorable purposes and high ideals has gained for William 
H. Schwartz the enviable position which he occupies in the regard of his fellow 
townsmen. H e  has largely devoted his years to those projects which make 
the world better and brighter and he is now a factor in the commercial develop- 
ment of Hoopeston as the secretary of the Hoopeston Carriage Company. 

He was born in Columbiana county, Ohio, on the 11th of January, 1850, a 
son of John H. and Catherine (Wyant) Schwartz. The father, who died in 
1885, was of German descent, representing a family that was established on 
American soil at Lancaster, Pennsylvania. The mother came of English line- 
age and was descended from the oldenbergs who settled in Pennsylvania, where 
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Mrs. Schwartz met her future husband, who was then a young man employed 
in Philadelphia as a hatter. H e  had learned his trade with his wife's uncle, to 
whom he was apprenticed. 

William H. Schwartz was educated in the district schools of Butler town- 
ship, Vermilion county, Illinois, having accompanied his parents on their re- 
moval westward to this county in October, 1856. Here he was reared and 
gave much attention to the acquirement of an education until twenty-two years 
of  age. After leaving school he rented his father's farm of two hundred acres, 
there carrying on general agricultural pursuits to the age of thirty-three years. 
At his father's death he repurchased the interests of the other heirs in eighty 
acres of the old home place, where the town of Riley is now situated, and later 
bought eighty acres more. While engaged in farming, his leisure hours were 
devoted to the study of theology and in 1879 he was licensed as a local preacher 
and in 1883 entered the ministry, to which he devoted eighteen years. He  is 
still a member of the Illinois conference. He  was for nine years in the Cham- 
paign di~trict, eight years in the Danville district and one year in the Jackson- 
ville district as a minister of the Methodist Episcopal church but on account of 
throat trouble was obliged to give up his work. In the church he had proved 
a potent force, his earnest efforts, his eloquence and his logical utterances prov- 
ing a strong element in the moral advancement of the different localities where 
he preached. When forced by physical reasons to leave the ministry he again 
took up farming in Vermiiion county and followed that pursuit successfully un- 
til January, I@, when he removed from the farm to Hoopeston and purchased 
a n  interest in the Thornton Buggy Company, which is now the Hoopeston Car- 
riage Company. Durring the first three years he was president of the company 
and upon its reorganization under the present name he became its secretary. 
In this connection he takes active part in the management of the business, which, 
carefully controlled, results in the attainment of success. The trade of the 
house now covers a large territory, shipments being made to various points in 
the country, while an average of twenty skilled workmen are employed in the 
actual work of the factory. 

Mr. Schwartz was married in Butler township, this county, on the 30th of 
June, 1872, to Miss Martha E. Bales, the oldest daughter of Caleb T. Bales, 
a native of Tennessee and an early resident of Butler township, where he de- 
voted his attention to farming. Mr. and Mrs. Schwartz have become the parents 
of four children. Esther Catherine, a native of Butler township, is the wife of 
F. H. Sherfy, a resident of Waller, Texas; Grace E., born in Butler township, 
is the wife of J. B. Walbridge, one of the leading attorneys of Hoopeston; 
Elizabeth E., born in Butler township, is the wife of D. H. Schiveler. who is 
a traveling machinist with the Sprague Company of Hoopeston, now residing 
in Baltimore, Maryland; h o r a  Z., born in Homer, Illinois, is now a pupil in 
the Hoopeston schools. 

Mr. Schwartz exercises his right of franchise in support of the men and 
measures of the republican party. H e  is a believer in prohibition principles and 
has always been a worker for the cause of temperance. For three years he served 
as tax collector of Butler township but has never been a politician in the sense 
of office seeking. He  is now one of the trustees of Lakeview Hospital at Dan- 
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vale and is interested in all the projects and measures which work for humanity 
and for the upbuilding and benefit of the city. He belongs to  the Retail Mer- 
chants & Business Men's Association, to the Masonic fraternity, to the Court 
of Honor and the American Home Circle. Wherever known he is held in high 
regard and his stanchest friends are those who have known him longest. His 
name in support of any measure carries weight and influence, as it is recognized 
that his allegiance is only given to those measares and movements wherein the 
welfare and best interests of the community are involved. 

CHARLES AUSTIN MARTINIE. 

Charles Austin Martinie, a well known representative of the farming in- 
terests of Side11 township, who applies to the duties that devolve upon him in 
connection with the development of his land the liberal education which he 
has acquired and which makes his labors therefore more effective and far-reach- 
ing, is a native of the town of Palermo, Edgar county, Illinois, born June 6, 
1878. 

His parents were Charles \V. and Mary 31.  farsh shall) JIartinie, natives of 
Kentucky and Pennsylvania respectively. The father was brought to Illinois when 
about twelve years of age and was reared in this state. He was educated for the 
medical profession, his literary studies being pursued in what is now Purdue 
University, then known as Battle Ground College of Indiana, after which he 
entered Miami Medical College at  Cincinnati, Ohio, and was graduated with 
the class of 1871. H e  then came to Edgar county, Illincis, where he married, 
establishing his home in Palerrno. H e  there practiced his profession for twenty- 
five years with good success, after which he removed with his family to Lin- 
coln, where he continued in active practice for four years. On the expiration 
of that period he took up his abode in Urbana, Illinois, where he has since 
been actively engaged in following his chosen calling. Reading and investigation 
have constantly broadened his knowledge and experience has added to his 
efficiency. He has long been regarded as a very capable and successful prac- 
titioner and has also become an extensive landowner, for he has made judicious 
investments in real estate, his holdings now embracing eight hundred and forty 
acres in Vermilion county and nine hundred and twenty acres in Jefferson 
county, Illinois. His home, one of the most beautiful residences in Urbana, 
was erected at a cost of twelve thousand dollars and he has other valuable town 
properties. H e  is a member of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows and for 
many years he and his wife were active members of the Presbyterian church, 
always lending their aid and influence on the side of righteousness, truth and 
progress. Mrs. Martinie, who was born November 5,  1847, was called to her 
final home February 24, 1910, and her death was deeply deplored by many friends 
as well as her immediate family. Dr. Martinie was born on the 7th of No- 
vember, 1847, so that he has now reached the age of sixty-three years. His has 
been an active and well spent life crowned not only with material success but 
also with the honor and respect of his fellowmen. 
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